








“TRE 


CRITICAL REVIEW. 





For MARCH, 1789. 


“ s ‘ 
pus Ses | 


a 





Letters, addreffed to-a young Gentleman, upon Subje&s of Literaé 
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HESE Letters chiefly treat of the Greek language and of 

mufic, though fome mifcellaneous fubjeéts are occafionally 

examined. ‘They are generally intermixed, but we fhall follow 
our author through each feparately. 

The firft obje&t of Mr. Davy’s attention is the Greek verbs; 
and he fimplifies the view of the different conjugations, as they 
refpect moods and tenfes. The imperative mood can have no 
future, becaufe what is ordered muft regard fomething to come; 
fo that the whole mood and all its tenfes muft refpect futurity. 
He is a little at a lofs to explain why the optative has 4 futures 
fince all that we with is to follow. But a flight reflection will fhow 
that we with any thing had been necefflary, may or would be- 


come neceflary, or that it fhall be fo. In reality, our withes: 


have as much regard to times prefent, paft, or conditional cir- 
cumftances, as what we predicate of any act in other ref- 
pects. The explanation of the force of the tenfes, and of the 
middle voice, which is fuppofed to be a reciprocal, and to refer 
to the perfon who fpeaks, is ingenious, but not wholly new. 
That the preterperfe& is a prefent, inafmuch as it refers to an 
action completed at the prefent time; is more ingenious than 
folid or ufeful. ‘The obfetvations of our author’s correfpondent 
on the middle voice, fo far as it is reciprocal or reflective, are 
judicious and accurate. The deponents, Mr. Davy obferves, 
in Latin have often a fimilar, reciprocal force. 

The fubje& which next attra€:s us is the accentual marks; and 
our author, with ftrict propriety, confiders them as pointing out 
the different tones, independent of quantity. The accent is the 
pitch or tune of the fyllable; the force of the voice is emphafis, 
and the duration of the found is time or quantity. When the 
firft fyllable is fharp the fucceeding one is grave, or the con- 
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trary ; but we fufpect that the grave accent at the end is not en- 
tirely equivalent to the acute on the beginning, for the pofition 
of the accents feems to mark the found as indifpenfible to the 
melody. Ifthe laft fyllable is grave, for inftance, the former 
muft be acute, but it is not required to be pointedly fo; and if 
the firft is acute, the grave is the natural fall, which is the con- 
fequence of the prior elevation, but there isno neceffity for an 
exact attention toit. The circumflex, our author thinks, con- 
fifts of both accents; and is placed over the omega, to fignify 
that each o is to be pronounced differently. This, however, is 
merely hypothetical. Maiiy authors have fallen into what un- 
doubtedly is an error, that the fharper, as it is fuppofed to be a 
raifed or continued tone, affeéts the quantity. In reality, as Mr. 
Davy alledges, it is not raifed, but the whole fyllable is pro- 
fiounced-with the fame fharp tone; and we may, perhaps with 
more reafon, confider the quantity as fhortened. But, when we 
refleé&t-on the difficulties o¢cafioned, the deformity of the Greek 
page, crofied with unmeéaning ftrokes, and the little utility of 


thefe accentual marks, we think they may fafely be reje&ted in: 


modern editions: this indeed: is almoft’ acknowledged in a fub- 
fequent letter (vol. I. p. 18zand 183). 

- Our author proceeds to emphafis, which he diftinguifhes with 
great care from tune, and from quantity. He then conifiders 
quantity at fome length, and makes miany pleafing and ingeni- 
ous remarks on rythmus, or the melody arifing from arrange- 
ment. We shall extract his rules, though m Englifh, where the 
quantities are fo lité!e underftood, the arrangement may rathet 


be left to the decifion of a delicate ear unacquainted with pro- 
fody. 


' © Upon the whole, the circumftarices which conftitute the 
agreeablenefs of rythmus and verfe when brought together, are 
as foliow. In the firlt place it is requifite there fhould be a due 
adjoinment of long and fhort fyllables, in compofing the metri- 
cal feet. Secondly, a variety in each foot from its number of 
tumesy compared with the number of fyllables of which it con- 
fitts, due regard being had likewife to what are called the irra- 
tional times, whofe proportivns are not capable of being precife- 
afcertained. 

_ © Thirdly, A variety which arifes from the order of fequence, 
refpecting the long and fhort fyllables of thofe feet in which the 
number of times are equal, as of the iambus and the trochce, 
which have each three times, the firft fyllable of the iambus 
containing only one time and its latter two, whereas the firft fy1- 
table of the trochee contains two times, and the latter only one. 


.. * Inthe fourth place, the adjoinment of accordant feet: which: 


mutt be done in fuch.a manner: as. to produce the utmoft variery: 
in 
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in the mixture ofthem, confiftently with weaker feet beiriy fuge 
ported by the ftrotiger ; ; and, laftly, 
‘ A blending together of the feéveral parts of each metrical 
oot, and whiting thei in different words, fo as to form them 
into a whole by a due udjoitment and union, and not merely 2 


bringing the entire feet together, each in a diftin& word, hke 
beads upon a ftring.” 


The propofal for judging of the charatter of a people from the 
rythmus which they affect, is fanciful, but ingenious, ahd purfued 
with fome fuccefs. Mr. Davy feemed to fulpeé that the Greek 
muficians conftantly refpe&ted quantity in their notes; ‘bat it is 
probable, as he afterwards allows, (Letter XXXII.) that this was 
not always the cafe. Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus tells us, that in 
the following words, in oné of the choruffes in Oreftes, each 
fyllable was fung in the fame pitch of voice. 

Livya, viva, rbvnoy. 
This faé& clearly fhows, that quantity was facrificed to expref. 
fion, for the {peech was defigned to recommerid filence; but it 
feems to difprove the double power of the circumflex. 

The fubjec&t of accents is refumed in the fecond volames and 
the perpendicular ftroke is added to the other accents, from good 
authority. Mr. Davy fuppofes that it was defigned to point out 
emphafis, and to this mark alone he fuppofes the rule of Ciceré 
and Quintilian alludes, when they fay that the Roman language 
does not admit of an accent on the laft fyllable. All accents on 
the laft fyllable, in his opinion, are difgufting, and he might 
have adduced many Eaft Indian words which, in out new and 
more correét pronunciation; are extremely inharmonious and dif- 
agreeable. Many good remarks on accents, and the beft rules 
of accentuation, occur in thefe Letters. As we have made fome 
obfervations on the circumflex, we fhall feleét our author’s in- 
genious remarks on it, though we think they do not greatly af- 
fect our opinion, that it points out a long fyllable : as in our abs 


lative in 4, formerly ending in ai, it may perhaps be a matk 
of contraction. 


‘I have faid, in moré placés than one, that the voice was 
both elevated and depreffed by the circumflex, which is proper 
ly a double accentual mark. You will remember, therefo: €, that 
it can be placéd only upon a long fyllable, which contains two — 
times, one of which muft be affigned to its acute half, and the 
other to the grave portion of it; that is, one time to the eleva~ 
tion of the voice, and the other to its depreilion, or the finking 
of it. 

‘It is clear, from the fame obfervatjon, that the cireumflex 
could never be placed farther from the end of a word, than the 
penultimate fyllable, whatever increafe a word might admit of 
whieh feeméd to requite a different pofition of it; let us take 
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the word cae for an inftance, which having the circumflex cha- 
racter upon the penultimate, the w muft be pronounced nearly 


like two ousxgors, [cone] with an acute upon the former, and a 


grave upon the latter, though flurd as it were together ; if the 
genitive cafe of the fame word was required, capatos, this, ac- 
cording to a general rule, fhould retain the fame original accent 
upon the fame fyllable, namely, the firft; but if this were done, 
the word would appear to confift of four fyllables, three of which 
would follow the acute, which, by the eftablifhed principle, 
does not allow a fequence of more than two fyllables; fo that 
the latter part of the circumflex muft be omitted, and the acute 
half of it only retained, or, according to the grammar rule, the 
circumflex muft be changed into an acute, and the word pro- 
nounced cuperos, that is, the voice muft not fink till the utter- 
ance of the fecond fyllable xa, inftead of falling upon the fame 
fyllable on which it was elevated.’ 


In the remarks on the Greek accents, Mr. Davy feems to 
have followed fome plan, and by a little attention we have fol- 
‘Jowed him with tolerable regularity. His mufical criticifms are 
more mifcellaneous ; and his Letters on other literary fubjeéts are 
the fuggeftions of cafual events, or the difquifitions which he, at 
different times, direéted to his fons for theirimprovement. In 
each capacity we fee a found underftanding, a benevolent heart, 
and a correct tafte. We muf ftep over many parts, which°- 
have mueh pleafed ys in the perufal, without any notice, 
for we cannot mention every thing; and we muft wait on our 
author but a little while, even where we are particularly inter- 
efted. . 

In the fecond volume, there is a tranflation of Euclid’s Canon, 
his Treatife on the Harmonic, and an explanation of the Greek 
mufical modes, according to the doétrine of Ptolemy. Thefe 
are executed with fufficient accuracy ; but the reader, who wifhes 
to examine it with attention, fhould read the poftfcript at the end 
of the fecond volume, for he will there find fome embarraffing 
errors corrected. Yet our author has occafionally acknowledg- 
ed, that the boafted power of the Greek mufic was owing to the 
fublime poetry. with which it:-was connected. Thefe treatifes of 
ancient muficcare, however, fufficiently known: we muft attend 
rather to the Letters. 

The firft miicellaneous Letter, on the fubje&t of mufic, occurs 
early; and it feems to have been the firft ftep of our author in 
-the early part of his ftudies of the theory of mufic. It relates to 
the proportional divifions of mufical ftrings, which are feven on~ 
ly; and from thefe feven the different founds are produced. 
“Mathematicians know that by any compofition no different pro- 

_portion is effected, and muficians, that no found is produced 
but what is refolvable into the former notes. Our organs may, 
in 
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in a more perfeét ftate, be fitted to a different {cale; and this ex- 
tended enjoyment may be one fource of future happinefs: at pre- 
fent we can only wonder at the extenfive influence of the number 
feven, which our author afterwards purfues in an analogy be- 
tween the feven notes and the feven primary colours. The ob- 
fervations on the notes of birds, though not new, are pleafingly 
detailed: Mr. Davy, in his paflion for mufic, connects it with 
delicacy of feeling in general, and would fupport Shakfpeare’s 
decifion refpeéting the man who has ‘ no mufic in his foul.?— 
He agrees with the poet-—‘ Let no fuch man betrufted.? We 
are not certain that the effeéts of mufic are to be traced to their 
accompaniments, with fome variation from the rapid fucceffion, 
or lively movements : it is ftill lefs certain that the pleafure arif- 
ing from mufic is always connected with any fucceflion or conti- 
nuation of founds. In thefe opinions Mr. Davy does not reflec 
on the power of melody, which has alone great influence in footh- 
ing the paffions, and leaving a foft melancholy impreffion. To 
judges of melody, indeed, the note is continued, not fo long as 
to fatigue the attention, but a fufficient time for the mind to reft 
on it: mournful harmony is of a fimilar kind, and generally in 
a flat key, while, in all lively mufic, the movement is rapid, 
the founds are quickly and often fuddenly varied. Thefe alone 
will not, however, account for the different effeéts; and we can 
only approach to an explanation, occafionally, by the principle of 
affociation; and more frequently by the vibrations, communi- 
cated to the nervous fyftem, for nervous power: mutt confitt of 
the vibrations of an elaftic ftring, or an elaftic fluid. On the 
power of the human voice our author has followed an infecure 
guide: the aperture of the glottis is alone infufficient to account 
for all the variations of the human voice; the tenfion of the li- 
gaments, and frequently of all the cartilages of the larynx muft 
be added. The remarks on the modern ftyle of rapid execu- 
tion, and the tricks of inftrumental mufic, with thofe on the 
impropriety of uniting, in one act of a concert, pieces of very 
different ftyles and effects, deferve attention. ‘ Kircher’s theory 
of vibrations is éxplained very correétly ; and the author’s me- 
thod of tuning a harpfichord is very exact. We had occafion to 
mention the manner employed by the beft praétical muficians, in 
our review of Mr. Cavallo’s paper in the laft volume of the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfaétions, which is the fame with that recommend- 
ed by Mr. Davy. 

The following obfervations and facts may be eafily feparated 
from the reft, fo that we fhall tranfcribe the pafflage. ‘The dif- 
tint vibrating parts we have often feen; but we have not ob- 


ferved the changes in thefe imaginary fuicra. | 
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¢ There is a peculiarity re'pedling mufical ftrings in vibra- 
tion, which is extremely curious, fuch ftrings, I mean, as are 

rfe€tly formed with refpect to a lamenefs in the continuation 
_ Of their diameters, and a uniform goednefs of the metal they 

are made of; when they are defeétive in either of thefe refpects, 
they are faid to be faife, and muft always vive imperfedct dif- 
agreeable founds: the peculiarity I mean, is that a perfeét mufi- 
cal ftring refolves itfelf inte a certain number of parts, in the a& 
ot vibrating, the points between which, are relatively at -reft, 
whilft the tone and tune of the whole is produced ; and the rea- 
fon why an inequality of its diameter in a portion of the ftring, 
or a badnefs of metal in any part of a mufical wire caufes a de- 
feétin the tone and tune of it, feems tobe becaufe every mufical 
note being made up of certain harmonious parts, a partial in- 
equality of the mphr 3 or defect in the metal of the wire, mutt 
occafion a partial difcordance in the found proceeding from that 
part, and difturb the vibration of thofe parts which make up the 
found of the nore; for a note is not one fimple found, but a com- 
bination of: harmonious’ members, the moft diftinguifhed of 
which, are thofe of third; fifth, and.eighth, with a tundamen- 
¢al. tone a3 the bafis. This automatical refolution of a mutfical 
fring. into fuch proportional parts, will, moft probably, be look- 
ad upon as a fuppofition altogether imaginary ; but the fact may, 
iD a degree, = made evident ta fight, by firiking a mufical 
wire of fix or feven feet in length, properly ilrained over ledges, 
or what is called the trumpet marine, will exhibit different ap- 
parent openings between the feveral divfiiona] points, inftead of 
One‘ uniform aperture of the whole wire, like the fibres of a 
fingle mufcle ; and thefe different divifions (if the eye is not de- 
geived) appear to fhift their places: from one part of the wire to 
another, under‘one ingle -impul{e,’ ) 


>. 


"The mifcelianeous Letters are in general of a pleafing, chear- 
ful, and inftrudctive kind; but they are fo entirely independent 
of each other, that we myft ufe the liberty, which we affumed in 
‘the mufical ‘parts more freely, and ftep over thofe which appear 
to be of lefs confquence.._ | 

“Ms. Dayy’s hint of one principle pervading all the politer-arts 
(Letter XXII-) we fhould not have mentioned, if it had not been 
to recommend the purfuit of the enquiry: he éndeavours alfo to 
refcue painting from’ the imputation of being an imitative art, 
and contends that one general fyftem pervades all mankind with 
‘ref{pect to the reprefentations ofa€tion. Queen Elizabeth’s oak, 
‘at Huntingfield, the laft remains of the afpiring Tudor, is de- 
{cribed with feeling and propriety ; but we feiect it chiefly to 
pbferve, that on this occafion we are firft introduced to our au- 
thor as a poet, though in the humble guife of a tranflator. In 
‘general, his lines are clear, elegant, and harmonious, rather than 
dpirited or warmly poetical, We find different attempts of the 
ee poetical 
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‘poetical kind ‘in thefe volumes, chiefly orations, and pieces 
adapted to mufic, | 

In the obfervation on dreams, Mr. Davy oppofes the fyftera 
which we have had occafion to adopt from the facility of excite 
ing particular vibrations in an order before eftablithed, becaufe 
if we do not mifunderftand him, he perceives in dreamers anart 
and defign inconfiftent with thefe fortuitous excitements. We 
can only obferve that our dreams, and we have carefully obferv- 
ed them for many years, have had no fuch art or defign. We 
know that chara&ter, circumftances, and fentiments are preferv- 
ed, for this obvious reafon, that dreams are only the repetition 
of waking ideas. If immaterial {pirits are employed to take ad- 
vantage of the peculiar mobility of a given part of the brain, to 
excite a peculiar turn of images, we can only fay, that they ap- 
pear the moft ufelefs beings of the creation. From dreamers qur 
apthor proceeds, for his tranfitions are often fudden and uncom- 
mon, to difturbed imagination. Saul’s evil {pirit was, he fup- 
pofes, an epilepfy; and David, inftead of an armour-bearer, was, 
an reality, he thinks, a minftrel in the court of the king of Ifrae]. 

The XXXIIId Letter contains 3 curious, but not a new fubjeft 
of difcuffion, how far Homer’s poems were of Celtic origin. Mr. 
Davy could not reconcile the coarfe manners and the unimprov- 
ed arts of the heroes of the Iliad and Odyffey with the more im- 
proved and perfeét language. He, therefore, feems inclined to 
fuppofe, that Homer took the faéts of an earlier era, and ex- 
plained them in the language of his own period.. The mytho- 
logy, however, though a moft valuable part of the poems toa 
‘claffical reader, muft have been his own; and, at beft, this fub- 
ject will remain in antiquarian uncertainty. 


'¢ That the religion of the Celts (which is a prefumption of 
their very high antiquity,) was received from the Ifraclites be- 
fore the doctrine of the redemption of mankind by the facrifiee 
of a Mediator was corrupted among the Gentiles, is clear, in 
my opinion, from fome of their religious ceremonies; the prig- 
cipal of which confifted in a veneration paid to the miffeltoe of 
the oak, which, as it iscommonly underftood, has the appear- 
ance of a moft ridiculous and unaccountable fuperftition; where- 
as upon the fuppofition of their having been inftructed in the pa- 
triarchal doétrine of the Meffiah, revealed in a particular man- 
ner to Abraham, from whofe immediate defcendants it is moft 
likely they received it, every thing is clear, and agreeable to 
ancient ufage. There are feveral paflages in the fcriptures which 
intimate the oak to have had fometypical relation to divine wor- 
fhip; it was planted in the profeuchas not only of the later 
Jews, but before the days of Jofhua the fon of Nun, and its 
name in the radical letters of the Hebrew fignifies the Deny 


hpnfelf. The reverence therefore of the Druidical prie‘ts for 
M 4 the 
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the plant fpringing from the oak, which they cut off with great 
folemnity, and offered upon their altars, might be owing to its 
being confidered asa natural emblem of that facred Branch, as 
the Meffiah in afier ages was ftyled by the prophets, who was 
to take < him a different nature ‘than that from which he 
proceede , and to become an expiator y facrifice for the fins of 
the world. And the medicinal virtues afcribed to this planr, 

(which itis fuppofed even to this day to be poffeffid of) in the 
gure of epileptic diforders imputed to the influence of malignant 
demons, were probably derived from the fame fource, a tradi- 
tion of the facred Branch being fent for a healing of the nations, 

d to counteract the power of evil fpirits. 

‘I fufpeé you will think that I have been more fhan ordina- 
rily dull in the detail of this conjecture, and that what I have 
advanced upon the authority of a namelefs writer concerning 
the Iliad and the Odyfiey, is extremely whimfical, if not alto- 
gether abfurd. _ I fhall not undertake to defend his opinions ; 
they may afford you-ten minutes amufement, and fome little, 
as you fee, may be faid-for them.’ 


An Effay on Principle in general, and its fubftitutes ; the very 
‘particular, interefting, and’ ‘pathetic defcription of the great 
earthquake at Lifbon ; the examination of that principle which 
‘animates our inquiries and exertions in different arts and fci- 
ences ; the difficulty to be overcome; as well as the triumph, or 
the indifference which arifes from la difficulté vaincue, deferve 
more attention than our limits will‘permit us to pay. The Let- 
ters to Mr. Hingefton on the progreh which the antediluvians pro- 
bably made jn different arts, are of lefs confequence, fince the 
argument refts on the uncertain bafis of etymology and alle- 

ory. 

The Remarks, addreffed to Dr. Gooch, on the manner of 
celebrating divine worfhip, in which our author {peaks of the in- 
troduction of proper ornaments, of the fuperior veneration which 
a Gothic building excites in comparifon of the moft beautiful 
Grecian temple, though liable to be mifunderftood, certainly 
contain nothing exceptionable, and many obfervations that are 
excellent. Sacred mufic has the full fanétion of Mr. Davy’s ap- 
probation; and the voluntaries, he thinks, fhould be premedi- 
tated, perhaps precompofed, fince every organift’s mind is not 
always in a proper train to produce what is fujtable to the time. 

The ceyemonjes of the church of England, and its liturgy, when 
read with propriety, and not chaunted, are fapported pe the au- 
thority of our author’s falleft approbation. 


Some other Letters, particularly the defcription of a water- 


fpout, by Mr. F. Davy; the general influence of mufic on dif- 
ferent animals’; fome abfurdities conneéted by divines with the 

gflential tenets of religion ; with mifcellaneous epiltles, whofe 
tapas fubjects 
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fabje&ts are numerous, and too clofely united to enable us to fe- 
parate them, contribute to fill up thefe volumes. We have read 
them with much pleafure; and, if our author had not difarmed 
criticifm in his preface, we think that we fhould have found as 
much merit, blended and debafed with fewer faults, than have 
occurred in any fimilar publication, where the heart {peaks with- 
out difguife, and where fudden thoughts are hazarded with the 
fulleft confidence of a partial hearing as well as a candid exami- 
nation. 





A Treatife on Female, Nervous, Hyfterical, Hypochondriacal, Bi- 
lious, Convulfive Difeafes; Apoplexy and Palfy; with Thoughts 
on Madne/s, Suicide, Sc. In which the principal Diforders 
are explained from anatomical Fa&s, and the Treatment formed 
on feveral new Principles. By William Rowley, M.D. 8vo. 
7s. 6d. in Boards. Nourfe. | 


N our former acquaintance with Dr. Rowley, through the 
medium only of his works, we were accuftomed to admire 
his intrepidity and fuccefs; intrepidity in making confident pro- 
mifes of cure in difeafes ufually found ebftinate or intraétable.; 
and fuccefs with the aid of fuch remedies as were well 
known, and- which had been repeatedly tried in vain. When 
we put his do¢trines to the teft of experience, we found the fource 
of fome of his miftakes a fanguine expectation, and an eagernefs 
to fee what he fo much defired to take place. We had little 
doubt that he had deceived himfelf, and that he had not inten- 
tionally defigned to miflead others. His prefent work we open- 
ed with better hopes: he had practifed longer; his travels and 
his connections had been more extenfive; above all, he had cen- 
quered the oppofition at Oxford, and had become a member. of 
that learned body. If in thefe fchools he had learned nothing 
elfe, we expected that he would have been taught caution and 
difiidence ; that having feen more, he would (we allude only to 
a rational and philofophical {cepticifm) have believed lefs. . In 
fome degree we have not been difappointed; but we ftill difco- 
ver too great confidence in fome plans of cure, and a rooted 
averfion againft others, that we think have had the fanétion of 
experience. 

Dr. Rowley’s title expreffes the vaft and extenfive objec of 
his refearches. On each fubjeét he is nota little diffufe: he de- 
{cribes fymptoms at length under the-different heads, accumu- 
lates formule with little difcrimination, and relates the appear- 
ances on diffection, without referring to any authorities, except 
in a very few inftances. For want of one general comprehen- 
five plan, Dr. Rowley repeats inceflantly what had been — 
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{aid ; and, in order to fupply every defe&t, medicines infigni- 
ficant or beneficial, trifling or injurious, are enumerated toge- 
ther. The firft difeafe, the chlorofis, he fuppofes owing * to 
a depraved ftate.of the fluids from repeated aceumulations ‘ef 
what fhould have been difcharged by the uterine veffels.’? But 
ave have more reafon to fappofe t that weaknefs of the folids was 
the original caufe of the retention: we are pretty certain that 
there isa deprawity-of the flaids; and if- depravity did exif 
from the caufe pointed out, it muft be owing to plethora,: an ac- 
cumulation of red blood. Menorrhza is explained at greater 
length; and we are convinced, from frequent experience, that 
much injury has been done by quickly and injudftioufly fup- 
preffing the difcharge. Dr. Rowley is of the fame opinion ; 
‘though he refers chiefiy.to topical mifchief; but we have feen 
more fudden and more violent effects in confequence of it. When 
our author comes to the treatment, it is with fome indignation 
that we fee the terra figillata, the bolus armena, and the {fan- 
guis draconis, in this enlightened ftate of medical praétice, ‘enu- 
merated among the remedies. Dr. Rowley has adopted the 
terrors of the college in reje€ting the preparations of lead, a ti- 
midity inconfiftent' with his ufual pra@tice, inconfiftent with rea- 
fon, and with obfervation. ‘We know that mifchief may arife 
from the injudicious ufe of it ;*but, in the hands of a careful 
rational phyfician, who will interpofe oily, or aromatic purga- 
tives, it is very fafe. -Vomits our author is alfo afraid of, and 
the fuggeftion of Dr. Cullen refpe@ing-their ufe in ménorrha- 
gia ‘he oppofes. We can however affure him (experto crede), 
that we-have ufed them occaftonally, with fuccefs, for the po- 
pular prejudice prevents: the frequent “nfe of this remedy. 
He warns us not to transfer the’ praétice of one country on 
‘people of peculiar conftitutions, in confequence, probably, of 
peculiar habits, too rafhly and indifcrimmately.. We allow the 
caution to be juft and proper; but may be allowed to hint our 
fufpicions, that Dr. Rowley’s pratice in the army has taught 
him to ufelarge and repeated bleedings, which he feems to have 
transferred too rafhly to hyfteria: his‘own caution may therefore 
be properly retorted. ‘Fhe greater part of the following para- 
graph, perhaps the: whole, if oar author will not infift on the 
blood being a primary caufe, commands ouy attention from the 
‘good fenfe and judgment which didtated it. 


« The ftaté of the blood, form of body, their acting powers 
‘on the’ nervous fy ftem, ana this again on that immaterial part 
called the mind, caufe all the diverfity of character amongtt 
human beings, and has a great influence in the moral conduct 
-of human ii - Envy, generofity, ilirberatity, liberaiity, for~ 
titude and a A placidity and irafcjbiliry, happy - Uns 


happy 
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happy fenfations, very much: depend on the flate of the bloods 
and the phyfician who moft reflects, and beft comprehends thefe 
diverfities in human nature, will always be moft capable of re- 
lieving difeafes. To the difcerning and obferving, the phy- 
fiognomy will convey much knowledge of human character, 
and it may direéta proper choice of remedies, more adapted to 
the various conftitutions than is apprehended by thole who 
idly fix one method or ftandard of cure to ail objects that offer. 
He who aéts more by the exigency of the individual cafes in 
phyfic, than by the written directions of medical authors, will 
always beft fucceed in conquering difeafes. There is an alert- 
nefs in prefcribing acquired by long experience, repeated re. 


fection, and extenlive practice, that no books can cominuni- 
cate’ 


Dr. Rowley’s general plan, in chlorotic and nervous difeafes, 
is to give conftant laxatives, in which he feems tq dire€& with 
great propriety ; and mercurial alteratives, where we can fee 
lefs foundation, and which, in our hands, feem to have done 
fometimes mifchief. He has, in a few inftances, avoided de- 
ing mifchief by employing cinnabar and A’thiops mineral, mer- 
curials which, perhaps, never did much good orharm. But 
he often employs calomel, a medicine of more aétive powers, 
though in {mall dofes. We agree with him, that in hyfteria, 
vomits are generally injurious, yet we fometimes dirc& them, 
when the benefit arifing from the evacuation of acrid faburre 
feems likely to counterbalance their mifchief. Tonics will fel- 
dom be of fervice, and the great benefit muft at laft refult from 
warm antifpafmodics, joined with fo much of a laxative as the 
conititution will fupport, which in hyfteria is often. fuck as will 
procure a moderate evacuation only. Opium, he obferves, con- 
firms the difeafe ; but this is only true when laxatives are neg- 
le&ted. From Dr. Rowley’s -prejudice againft this medicine, 
he lofes the benefit of the moft powerful antifpafmodic and car- 
minative in the whole materia medica. The following parti- 
cular remarks on bleeding we fhall tranfcribe. 


‘ In the hyfteric fit approaching neareft to the apoplexy, 
bleeding is abfolutely neceffary in all patients, except the old, 
pallid, droptical, gouty, and extremely debilitated. 

‘ The pulfe, as too low, weak, and almoft imperceptible, is 
a fallacious guide; the lower the puife, the greater necefliry for 
bleeding. No learned man would depend on the pulfe, but be 
governed entirely by the other evident fymptoms. The low 


and nearly imperceptible pulfe thew the height of ebftruétion in» 


the heart, veilels of the lungs, or a compreffion of the cere- 
bellum. 


‘ Bleeding in the occipital or jugular veins, or in the tem- 
poral artery, are moft eligible, becaufe they immediately empty. 
the blood from the part affected; namely, the brain, ani the 


turgid 
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turgid face, and fecures the patient, above all other means, from 
the danger and (udden fatality of the «ap»plexy. Not a mo- 
ment fhould be loft ; for lofs of time in bleeding is the certain 
lois of life,’ 


We have tranfcribed this paflage chiefly to enter our proteft 
againft the loofe inaccurate manner in which it is worded, and 
to fuggeft our doubts, whether it is ever proper. For ‘ low’ 


fhould be read flow, laborious, and depreffed pulfe, a mode of. 


pulfation which every praétitioner underftands ; but if this cor- 
rection be admitted, we think no fuch fymptom of true hyiteria 
-will occur: apoplexy may undoubtedly happen in hyfteric con- 
flitutions, but then the difeafe is of a different kind. If the 
correction be not. admitted, the whole advice wil! be, we think, 
injurious: with fomé experience, we have never feen the 
leaft neceflity ‘for fuch conduct, nor the leait danger from omit- 
ting bleeding. 

Dr. Rowley is no great admirer of the ancients: their medi- 
cal philefophy, he thinks, was ‘ in general, affertions without 
proofs, ingenious reafonings without demonftrations, or conclu- 
five experiments.’ If this be his opinion, we cannot truf much 
to his Hiftoria & Schola Medicine, a work, we apprehend, yet 
unpublifhed, in. which there is a full account of ancient medical 
learning. Our author is a little defective in Sis proofs, for he 
advifes dry diet in the pyrofis, as if the ftomach was inundated, 


while, in reality, the water evacuated is difcharged into the fto-. 


mach from the glands, almoit in the moment in which it is vo- 
mited... He fpeaks toc of the drynefs of the inteftines as a caufe 
of the colic. It were to be wifhed that he had occafionally rea- 
foned more and fpeculated lefs. . We cannot follow him.parti- 
cularly-in his detail of nervous fymptoms, and their cure. He 
difperfes fixed air in the ftomach, inteftines, and different parts, 
where, we fufpect, experiment has never found it; and this 
fyitem, as it is without foundation on the one hand, fo it leads 
to no curative indication on the other. Among the intermitting 
fymptoms, Dr, Rowley treats of a difeafe which it is not eafy to 
reduce to the nervous complaints, viz. intermitting fever. 
But it feems chiefly introduced to fay, that we need not wait for 
the repetition of the paroxy{ms, for that the bark may be given 
immediately ; and to diffeminate the fuperior power of white vi- 
triol in this difeafe. We have always waited in this climate, 
and we would recommend waiting a little, fince it cannot be in 
general injurious ; and danger has at leaft been faid to refult from 
ftopping the fever too foon: at the fame time, when inconvent- 
ence may arife from the.continuance of the paroxyims, there is 
no doubt but that the fever fhould be checked as {von as pofhible. 
White vitriol will, we know, cure agues; but experience has 
not 














teft 


ria 
n~ 


he 


he 
it- 


i- 








Rowley’s Treatife on Female Nervous Difeafese 173 


not yet decided, fo far as we have been able to difcover, whe- 
ther the cure by this means is fafe and permanent: we fufpeét 
that it is both. Vomits are, however, of great fervice; and 
we think Dr. Rowley’s fyftem carries him too much out of the 
way, in rejecting them with fuch conftant perfeverance. 

Madnefs, a fubje& of Jate unfortunately popular, is the 
next object of Dr. Rowley’s attention. He fpeaks much of 
mental and corporeal attractions, in a manner which we do not 
always comprehend, of which we do not often perceive the ap- 
plication, 


‘ Corporeal attractions are the afimilations and adhefions of 
conftituent particles from nutrition, and their converfion into 
certain {lates of the blood and body peculiar to each individual, 
the effect of which is likewife called idiofyncrafia. 

¢ The fat and corpulent attract and retain, from their daily 
ford, abundance of «ily particles, &c. 

¢ The mental attractions and character are much dependent 
on torm of body and ftate of blood. 

‘ A grofs habit of body produces indolence; flendernefs, ac- 
tivity, and alertnefs; pallidnefs, debility. and flownefs; flor:- 
dity, warmth of conftitution, and quicknefs of temper. The 
rudiments, or prima ftamina of this natural variety, are formed 
perhaps in the embryo ab origine, while in the uterus, or in the 
velicles containing the animalculum in the ovartum.’ 


Thefe varieties conftitutc idiofyncracy, and all the differences 
in the form and appearance of difeafes in general, as well as of 
madnefs; but the manner in which this is effe€ted, our author 
has not very clearly explained. Madnefs, in general, arifes, in 
his opinion, from fullnefs of blood in the brain, the coagulation 
of the blood in that organ, from humidity in the brain, and from 
cuncretions: in reality, from whatever compreffes or impedes 


the free communication of nervous influence, for we are told that. 


there is no evidence of a fecreted nervous fluid. But whether it 
be ftyled fluid power or influence ; or whether it is air, as Dr. 
Rowiey hints in fection xxxvi. or ether, or the electrical fluid, 
according to other authors, it is not eafy to comprehend how its 


free circulation is effential to the exercife of the mental funétions. 


Yet it is, fo far as we can perceive, a fact.—In opr review of . 


Dr. Monro’s Nervous Syftem, we pointed out the extent and 
freedom of the communications of the brain, as one caufe of the 
fuperior mental powers of man; and wherever an actual per- 
manent caufe of madnefs can be difcovered, it is in fome cir- 
cumftance which limits the extent, or prevents the communica- 


tion between different parts of the brain. That melancholy is 
owing to relaxation and a diminution of mental exertion is a po- 


fition more doubtful, and not fupported by the other circum- 
ee ftances 
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ftarices of thé melancholy temperament. ‘The cure Dr. Rowle 
has not improved. He condemns emetics, which undoubtedly 
fhould not be fo freely employed as fome have recommend- 
ed, but. which are occafionally ufeful; and he rejeé&s opi- 
um, which, with proper management, is an ufeful remedy. It 
is, however, unpleating to reflect that general practitioners, 
whatever their characters may otherwife be, are unable to treat 
madnefs fuccefsfully, without the aid of thofe whofe employment 
it more peculiarly is. . This happens becaufe that the cure de- 
pends on management more than medicine, and the management 
is only acquired by experience. The necefiary medicines are 
few and inconfiderable. A drain from the head is generally pro- 
per; emétics occafionally ; laxatives and camphor conftantly ; 
with opium fometimes at night, fill the pharmacopeia of the 
phyfician of maniacs. | 

The tract on Suicide is little more than a moral declamation on 
the fubjeét; and the defcription of Cato’s condué is as appli- 
cable to the fuicide as a tranflation of the difputed letters of Hip- 
pocrates, or the fuppofed madnefs of Democritus, was to that of 
mania, where it fills many pages. 

In the account of convulfive difeafes, Dr. Rowley gives a pa- 
thological view of mufcular ation, and of the different caufes of 
convulfions: He {peaks with propriety of the pretended efficacy 
of arnica, or cardamine pratenfis,,fo idly extolled, as general 
temedies ; but offers the recommenders of thefe infignificant me - 
dicines anample revenge, by infifting on dry diet. ‘The effects 
of animal magnetifm he alfo very properly derides; and he ac- 
knowledzes the receipt of a copy of their report’as a favour 
rom Dr, Franklin. Our author does not fail to introduce every 
man of eminence as one of his acquaintance. 

We need not infifton Dr. Rowley’s doctrines and praétice in 
particular difeafes, becaufe we have already given the outline of 
his views on the fubjeéts which have preceded. We mutt, how- 
ever, mention one very fingular opinion, that tetanus is owing 
to a fudden coagulation of the contents of the cells of the tela 
cellulofa of the mufcles, from a fedative caufe, and that the fa- 
tal effects of lightning may be attributed to a fimilar change. 
This change is not fenfible after death, becaufe this coagulation 

js a natural confequence of death, and appears to be the fame 
in every dead body. Weare, however, left in the dark, how a 
peculiar caufe, not difcoverable after death, can be afcertained. 


he curé is to be'effected by antimony and mercury combined; 


for all others are faid to be ufelefs. Such are the great virtues 


of Plummer’s pills. In the difeafes of debility, though we may 
objet a little to the diminution of the elericity of the body, we 


fee much that we approve. Jn the apoplexy, the dire€tions are 
in 
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in general very proper: we think only that Dr. Rowley does 
not confider the nervous apoplexy fo fully as fuch a very common 
difeafe feems to require; and does not point out; with fuflicient. 


- difcrimination, the diftinéions. 


Our readers will fee, omtlie whole, that we confider this work 
as an important one, but as abounding with merits and errors.. 
We have endeavoured to diitinguifh them, and can recommend; 
Dr. Rowley as an ufeful guide, with the general reftri€tions that, 
we have pointed out: We have océafionally checked a vanity 
which in. fome parts appears too glaring, and have felected parti- , 
cularly forme of thofe opinions which we fufpeét to be lefs accurate, 
and whofe influence we perceive to be extenfive. ‘The frequent: 
quotations of unpublifhed works we think very reprehenfible-. 
To the Schola Medicine Dr. Rowley feems to have confined 
his accuracy, for he generally fays that any fubje@, for which 
he refers to it, is treated more accurately there. In truth, many 
of the fubjects in this volume are treated too vaguely ahd-indif- 
criminately. 





The Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. By 
Edward Gibbon, Efg. Volumes 1V.V.and VI. (Conciuded, 
from Vol. LXVI. p. 433.) 


T HE laft Conftantine tottered on the throne of the Byzantine 
+ princes, the capital of the Eaft; for Mahomet II. the for 
of the fecond Amurath; was not lefs diflinguifhed for fpirit, know- 
ledge, and judgment, than for thofe more fubtle qualities of 
cunning and hypocrify fo often found on the eaftern thrones, 
and fo congenial to the nature of the eaftern governments. His 
firft fteps were marked by the conqueft of fome neighbouring 
tribes; and his hoftile intentions againit the city of Conftantine 
were urged on by the petulance and avarice of the Greeks. His. 
f{udden attempt to build a fortrefs on the European fide of the 
Bofphorus, which he quickly accomplifhed, fhould have urged 
the Greeks to an immediate refiftance; and, if the opinion of 
Conftantine had been followed, the refiftance would have been 
immediate if not effeétual ; but the policy of his minifters fuggetft- 
ed different meafures. The old fcheme of reunion between thé 


churches was revived, profefiedly for the immediate purpofe of’ 


~ relief, and the defence was confined te the city. The naval af- 
fiftance of five fhips from the Adriatic gave {pirit to the befieg - 
ed, and taught them to contemn the naval tactics of theif ene- 
mies ; but the intrepidity and {kill of Mahomet vanquithed aff. 
eppofition: after various attempts, the eity was affaulted dnd: 
taken; and the laft Conftantine, worthy of a better fate, was- 
killed in the affault. The victory was attended with no imme- 
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diate and peculiar acts of cruelty: thofe which followed after 
fome time may, perhaps, be attributed to a real or imputed con- 
fpiracy. The laft remains of the Paleologi and the Comnenian 
races died undiftinguifhed in the palace of Conftantinople, which, 
underthe corrupted title of Stamboul, corrupted perhaps from an 
abbreviated pronunciation of the latter fyllables *, is ftill the capi- 
tal of the Ottoman power, and the church of St. Sophia the 
chief mofch of the eaftern empire. 

To fill up the picture, it is neceffary to contemplate the fate 
of Rome from the twelfth century, fince the time when it was 
lefs conneéted with its more favoured rival, and maintained a dif- 
tiné&t and independent ftate. We have formerly feen that it was 
under the precarious and temporary dominion of the fucceffors of 
Charlemagne, while its fpiritual fovereigns alternately tyrannifed, 
were infulted, baniflied, or murdered. ‘The temporal power of 
the popes was more openly affaulted by Arnold of Brefcia, and 
again reftored by Adrian IV. with the affiftance of the emperor ; 
hut on the reformation of the political ftate of Rome, the office 
of principal fenator, for the dignity of the title of conful, tar- 
nifhed by a promifcuous and improper diftribution, feemed no 
longer an obje&t of ambition, was occafienally exercifed by Ita- 
lians of diftinguithed charaéter, or by the fovereigns of neigh- 
bouring kingdoms. In this way peace and order were in fome 
degree reftored, and Rome again began to rule over the neigh- 
bouring cities, though the turbulence of the Romans, and their 
impatience of a foreign yoke, occafioned frequent tumults and 
dangerous feditions. Yet thefe wars were the predatory attempts 
of a reftlefs people, and often ended without effect, though fup- 
ported or oppofed by the German legions. ‘The petty warfare 
is well compared with the early attempts of the firft Romans 
ftruggling for a fettlement, and for a limited tra&, over which 
they might extend their dominion. The fovereignty, the facred 
diftin&tion of the fucceffor of St. Peter, could not be hereditary ; 
the eleétions, often influenced by tumults, and difgraced by 
oppofite pretenfions to a contefted infallibility, was eftablifhed 
in the cardinals about the end of the twelfth century, and the 
proceedings were fhortened in the fubfequent ones. But the reft- 
lefs and tumultuary difpofition of the Romans drove the pontiffs 
from the capital, to fix their refidence at Avignon, and they 
compenfated for their abfence by the inftitution of the year of 
indulgence, which brought numerous pilgrims, with no inconfi- 
derable offerings to the church of St. Peter, in return for this 
ftupendous advantage. ‘The noble families of Rome, and the rife 


of the faétions of the Guelphs and the Ghibelines, the diftinc- 
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* This is at JeaZ as near the found as the ufaal derivation ie tnv ada. 
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tions of the families of Colonna and Urfini, conclude the LXIXth 
chapter. 

The declining age of Rome is fullied with the difputes, the 
inteftine wars of an ariftocracy, the prieftly tyranny of the popes, 
enlivened by the ray of Petrarch’s genius, and the feemingly patri- 


otic attempts of Rienze, who, poffeffing little fteddinefS, and lefs 


judgment, loft that ground which his fpirit and patriotifm had 
obtained. His era is a bright fpot in the falling and eclipfed 


‘ftate of the city, butit appears to be temporary though brilliant. | 


Porcaro, with lefs prudence and fuccefs, tumbled in the threfhold; 
and was foon checked in a fimilar career. The popés, though 
revered abroad, and occafionally tyrannical at home, were of- 
ten the flaves and the vidtims of a turbulent nobility, or tumal- 
tuous mob.* The firm hand of Sixtus V. which for atime re- 


ftrained thefe enormities, could not laft for ever. The fource of 


the weaknefs and the mifconduét of the ecclefiattical ftate is fhort- 
ly explained by the historian in his ufual comprehenfive ftyle. 


‘A Chriftian, a philofopher, and a patriot, will be equally 
fcandalifed by the temporal kingdom of the clergy ; ;and the lo- 


cal majefty of Rome, the remembrance of her coutala: and tri-- 


umphs, may feem to embitter the fenfe, and aggravate the fhame 
of her flavety. If we calm'y wetgh the merits and defeds of 
the ecclefiaftical government, it may be praifed in its prefent 
ftate as a mild, decent, and tranquil ‘fyftem, exempt from the 
dangers of a minority, the fallies of youth, the expences of lux- 
ury, and the calamities of war. But thefe advantages are over- 


balanced by a frequent, perbaps a feptennial, election of a fo- . 


vereign, who is feldom a native of the country: the reign of a 
young itatefman of threefcore, in the decline of his life and abi- 
lities, without hope to accomplith, and without children to in- 
herit, the labours of histranfitory reign. The fuccefsful candi« 
date is drawn from the church, and even the convent; from the 
mode of education and life the mott adverfe to reafon, humanity, 
and freedom. In the trammels of fervile faith, he Was learned 
to believe becaule it is abfurd, to revere all that is contemptible, 
and to defpife whatever might deferve the efteem of a rational 
being; to punifh error as a crime, to reward mortification and 
celibacy, as the firfl of virtues; to place the faints of the ka- 
lendar above the heroes of Rome and the fages of Athens; and 
to confider the mifful, or the crucifix, as more ufeful inftruments 
than the plough or the loom. In. the office of nuncio, or the 
rank of cardinal, he may acquire fome knowledge of the world, 
but the primitive ftain will adhere to his mind and manners ; 
from ftudy and experience he may fufpecét the myftery of his 
profetfion ; ; but the facerdotal ater will imbibe font portion of 
the bigotry.which he inculcates.” 


If we contemplate the city icfelf, we fhall fee marks of 
rain and devaftation on every fide. The natural caufes of de- 
Vot, LXVII. Marths 1789. N ftruction, 
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ftruétion, time and weather, inundations and fire, were lefs fae. 
tal than the Gothic invafions; and thefe were lefs deftructive 
than civil contefts. ‘Together, they almoft reduced: the capital 
of the world ‘to a heap of ruins; and the claffical taftes of the 
different pontiffs, taftes cultivated in the feclufion of convents, 
formed on the pureft models of the Auguftan age, could alone, 


in the moments of peace and tranquillity, give a form andcon- ~ 


fiftency to the remains. The admirers of Rome, in its beft zra, 
will hear with indignation that its choiceft or moft magnificent 
works were burnt to lime to cement the walls of a convent; to 
contribute to the feclufion of thofe who might have been orna- 
ments of the world, or at leaft would probably have been ufeful 
to mankind. Yet though bigotry, the moft fatal caufe of per- 
verfion and deftruction, has been added to thofe whofe power is 
proverbial, and almoft irrefiftible, Rome continues to be the ad- 
miration of the weftern world. Its claims to honour, reverence, 
and refpect are too deeply founded to be deftroyed, either by 
hurricanes, by earthquakes, by fires, by inundations, the hoftile 
attacks of barbarians or bigots, by avaricious fraud, or by de- 
meftic feditions. 





THUS has our hiftorian traced the Decline of the Roman Em- 
pire, and purfued the eventful: ftory to its downfal. Animated 
by a portion of his fire, by the interefting faéts which he fe- 
cords, by the fafcination of his ftyle; and his philofophicai. fpi- 
rit of inveftigation, we have followed him in nearly an unbroken 
abridgment; and, when we now cothe to réview the whole, 
which we have ouly ventured to do after a careful and exaét en- 
quiry, we feel an awe, mingled with admiration and refpett, 
which makes us wifh to decline the remainder of a tafk that has 
in its progrefs been interefting and entertaining. But this part 
is as effential as the other. 

‘Though we have profeffedto admire Mr. Gibbon, and though 
we fitould. befiow no inconfiderable praifes on his work, if even 
praife were not, in fome inftances, impertinent, we muft not be 
blind to his errors, or endeavour to fcreen them from the public 
eye. His faults are numerous, and fometimes attended with the 
moft important confequences: thefe we muft examine with a lit- 
tlé regularity. 

In the vaft outline which the Hiftorian has drawn, comprehend- 
ing not only the hiftory of the Roman empire, but that of the va- 
rious nations of Europe, Africa, and Afra, more or lefs immediate- 
ly conneéted with it, there muft have been no little difficulty of 
preferving the objects diftin&, of giving to each its proportional 
fhare of attention, and uniting the difcordant parts in a clear 


and confiftent whole. This difficulty will appear to be greater 





= 


—* 


when the various collateral knowledge required-in the differént 
inveftigations be confidered ; and when we reflect, that of this 
incidental information our hiftorian poffeffes his full fhare, and 
brings all his varied ftock to the illuftration of his fubjeét, When 
we have put this difficulty in its fulleft view, we may, without 
great injury to Mr. Gibbon’s credit, remark, that we think 
fome parts are unteafonably and difproportionally extended; the 
ftory often unneceffarily broken, and the connexion not always 
preferved with fufficient care. The geographical part, the de- 
{criptions of countries, the genealogies of families, and the hif= 
tories of individuals, are fubje&ts which occafionally filla largest. 
fpace than their importance to the fall of Rome demand. But 
this remark, which truth has drawn from us, as impartial cri- 
tics, we muft counterbalance by obferving, that thefe fubjedts, 
the two former particularly, are the moft pleafing, and the mok 
inftruéctive parts of the work : we cannot with that they did not 
exift, becaufe they are truly valuable ; but we wifk that they 
could have been collected in diftin® differtations. In the latter 
volumes, the feparations of the different fubjeéts are much too 
numerous ; and it is not eafy to purfue the conneétion, but by 
the zras on the margin, which are fometimes wanting when we 
moft need their affiftance. If it was neceflary toconfider each 
ftate diftin&tly, when its relative magnitude and importance rent 

ed it fuperior to the Roman empire, it would have been more 
confiftent with the proper compofition of hiftory, to have fhort= 
ened thofe parts which have lefs connection with the principal 
fubje@, and to have kept that more clofely and fteadily in view. 
At prefent, for many fucceeding chapters, a carelefs reader 
would think, that the hiftorian treated of every thing except 
what related to Rome or to Conftantinople. 

In the conduct of the narrative, our author is often fingularly 
happy in feizing thofe ftriking charatteriflic circumftance, thofe 
peculiar traits of charaéter and fituation, which render the facts 
clear, interefting, and impreffive: in this Mr. Gibbon feems to 
have no equal ; and if he ever fails, itis from fome little defe&ts 
which we fhall mention of ftyle, and fometimes from an’appa- 
rently artful imipediment, to prevent the hurry of a carelefs of 
an inattentive reader. There are fome fentences which feem 
defignedly fcattered, to force thofe who would underftand the 
narrative to reflect, -or occafionally to refer. 

In the delineation:of characters Mr. Gibbon is alfo without an 
equal, perhaps without a rival. His hiftory of Juliat is animat- 
ed with the glow of partiality: Athanafius is delineated in the 


mioft vivid colours, and purfwed,; in his various warfare, with 


the eagernefs of a warm attachment - in the lattér ages, the-ca- 
faal appearances. of fpirit and.ability. in thofé whiclx fill the eliair 
tha Nz of 
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of the falling empire, or the patriarchal throne, call forth all the 


. hiftorian’s anxiety, and hurry him on with almoft the zeal of a 


partizan. Yet here we mutt notice a lafting blemith, which 
will obfcure his fame, and make us regret that learning and ta* 
lents have beenalloyed by the fafhionable ‘philofophy of the'con- 
tinent. ‘The oppofers of Chriftianity are treated with a lenity, 
at leaft fufpicious, and often obvioufly partial; ‘nor, in the. va- 
rious difputes of ecclefiaftics, can we find one-inftance of refpeét 
to thofe who zéaloufly fupport the. caufe of religion, without be- 
ing followed by a {neer levelled at the fubjeét and: the-contend- 
ers. | It is not enough that thefe farcafms ate confined. to ‘the 
fubjeé&, when itis exprefsly confidered by the hiftorian ;. but in an 
incidental obfervation he can tell us, that he knows but one re+ 
ligion, ‘ where the God and the victim are the fame ;’ while 
defcribing the progrefs of pious_pilgrims of the Low Countries, 
he can itay to :mention their aftonifhment * at finding, in a 
mofque or fynagogue, one God worthiipped, without a partner, or 
a_fon.’? In a moral view, we mutt occafionally obje& to our 
hiftorian; that ftate- whew is confidered as syen apology for 
the worft of crimes. 

Thefe are-defects which: friendthip cannot > de ferid, nor parti- 
ality elude;-which no abilities can hide, or theimoft extenfive 
learning apologize, for....We. are forry: that we are’_ftill obliged 
to proceed ima fimilar unpleafing tafk ;\ but the critic of an hif- 
torian oughtnot to omit obferving, that the dignity of hiftory 1s 
fometimes debafed by a trifling jet, and occafionally degraded 
by impure.allufions, which though frequently covered with a 
Grecian ora: Roman veil, are yetfo carelefsly hid that their in- 
decency glaresthrough the flimfy texture. Thefe faults are 
numerous and important; yet they are fcattered:with fo little 
eagernefs, (the {neers againft Chrifhianity, perhaps, excepted,) 
they are fo little connected with the principal ftory, that a care- 
ful hand might root up the weeds without injury to the.crop. If 


‘ Mr Gibbon withes to reft his fame on the concurrent teftimony 


both of the wife and good, he will not fuffer another edition to 
go down the ftream of time deformed by fuch glaring impro- 
pricties. He will avoid ‘the pain which he muft feel when he 
confiders that, ina national work, adorned with all that learn- 
ing can beftow, enlightened by the brilliancy of a luminous and 
elegant ftyle, fupported by the feientific knowledge of a philo- 
fophical zra, and the well digefted thoughts of a mature age, he 
has left pafflages which will corrupt the youthful heart, raife a 
blufh on the cheek of innocence, and contribute to take from 
each fex.and every age the comforts of profperity, and the on- 
ly rationcland firm fupport in adverfity. 

We muft next examine the hiftorian’s ftyle, which has: had 
7 | its 
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its admirers and its antagonifts ; a ftyle'in a great meafure new? 
brilliant, harmonious, and dignified... We) fhould at ‘firft fay 
that his narratives are the dictates of the hiftoric Mufe, for the 
dignity of his ftyle is impofing, its brillancy fafcinating, and its 
harmony fedudctive; but, while we admire its general effets, and'are 
led by this fondnefs toa more particular examination, we fhall find, 
as ufual, ona near infpection, that there aré inconveniences and de= 
formities. The ftyle is not anatural one: affectation is often feenin 
its perverted arrangement; and foreignidioms occafionally affume 
the place or the more natural and nervous phrafeology of ‘the 
Englifh language. With the ufual obfeurity of Tacitus, Mr. 
Gibbon has not the colleéted force of his words, orthe precifion 
of his fhort, but expreffive fentences. The difficulty arifes from 
the arrangement, from the periphrafis, with which the harmo- 
nious fentence is frequently rounded, and fometimes from the re- 
flections on a fact preceding the account of the factitfelf. We 
have faid too, that difficulties feem to have been ftudied and de- 
figned, for:we can no otherwife account for their occurring in 
paflages, where an additional word would have rendered the 
whole clear. We have been averfe to crouding our remarks 
with quotations, but fhall give the firft inftance which occurs to 
our memory. ‘ The Jews, he obferves, probably fome of their 
different fects, feem to have had an idea of a pre-exiftent fate :. 
a paffage from St. John is immediately quoted,. by mentioning 
the chapter and verfe only, (John ix. 2.) but this paflage relates 
to the man who was blind from his birth, and reftored to fight 
by Chrift. ‘* His difciples afked him, Mafter, who did fin, ris 
man or his parents, that he was dorm blind.””? The opinion fo 
obfcurely expreffed by the quotation would have been very ob- 
vious, if the verfe had been printed with the neceflary diftinc- 
tions. ‘There are many fimilar inftances. 

Thefe are the moft ftriking faults that we have difcovered on 
clofe infpeétion, for the little grammatical errors, ‘ quas aut in- 
curia fudit, aut humana parum caveat natura,’ are very few, and 
of little importance. Nouns of multitude are generally ufed 
with the verb which they govern in a fingular number ; and this 
circumftance gives an incorrect appearance, where, if we adopt 
the Latin idiom, ‘no incorrettnefs exifts. 

There is one kind of error which we have not noticed, the 
inaccuracy of the quotations, which have filled the empty, tri- 
fling pages of fome forward critics on his former’volumes. We 
have not been inattentive to the marginal notes; and, though 
we were unable, and perhaps unwilling, to raife a volume on 
the fuperftructure of his own laborious quotations, we have oc-’ 
cafionally referred to the original authors, where they were with-" 
in Our ‘reach, or where, from our former ftudies, we fufpefted: 
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him to be miftaken. In refearches of this kind we have deteé- 

ed fome errors, but they are few and unimportant: we have 

found the force of many paflages given with fingular concife- 

pefs and fuccefs. In fhort, what juitice would allow us to fay on 
this head is fo inconfiderable, that we think Mr. Gibbon’s cha- 

rater fhould not be feverely impeached onthe fubjeé&t ; and we 
~ would adyife thofe who hunt for faults, to be cautious how they 
are hurried into.accufations by apparent errors. We have found 
maay of this kind, which, by examining the context, the fpirit 
of the author, and other parts of the work, we have difcovered. 
to be errors of our own. 

We muft now leave this vaft work, and ref from our labours, 
with a confcioufnefs of having difcriminated the merits and de- 
feé&s of the hiftorian with a fteady and impartial hand. He has 
erected a monument to his fame, which will be probably asdur+ 
able as the Englith language; and, if empire, as has been pre- 
died, fhall travel weftward, he may, after inteftine wars, and 
another period of barbarian darknefs, be refcued from oblivion, 
and received by a very diftant age, as another Livy, unexpedct. 
edly recovered, and proportionally prized; as an author who 
could render the dark annals of a rude age interefting, and add 
a luftre even to the claffical elegance of the moft refined era. 





Py ad 


A Voyage round the World; but more particularly to the North- 

weft Coaft of America: performed in 1785, 1786, 1787, and 
1788, ia the King George and Queen Charlotte, Captains Port- 
lock and Dixon. By Captain George Dixon. 4to. 11, 1s, 
in Boards. Goulding. 


I" was an obfervation of Montefquieu, combated with little 
fuccefs by Mr. Forfter, that countries were now difcovered 

by the medium of the fea, and formerly the fea was difcovered 
by the conqueft of countries. Captain Cooke’s laft voyage was 
a ftriking proof of the prefident’s argument, and the,lure held 
out of commercial advantages to be obtained, by eftablithing a 
trade between the weftern coafts of America and China has al- 
ready attracted numerous adventurers to extend the difcoveries 
of our celebrated navigator, The French, indeed, in their late 
national expedition, had greater and more important views ; 
but they did not difdain to add to their refources by means . 
the fur-trade. Independent, however, of this attempt, fhips froma 
England, from Bengal, from Oftend, from Macao in China, 
and other ports of the Eaft, have eagerly engaged in fpeculations of 
this kind, a {peculation peculiarly adapted to the {pirited and en- 
lightened commercial genius of this country. ‘The fuccefs has, 
probably, been inadequate to the expettations entertained ; and 
; | / 6 we 
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we ventured long ago to hint, that it could not be carried on 


with advantage but from eftablifhments formed on the weftern © 


coaft of America, from whence the furs might be conveyed at 
a {mall expence to China. In the account given of the far. 
trade in the work before us, the advantages do not feem, from 
the rude calculation which we can make of the expences, to be 
neatly adequate to the objects of the undertakers, if we dedu@ 
the cargoes of tea carried from China. Furs were foon found to 
he fcarce, though when the American of the weftern coaft finds that 
they may become of importance, he will be more eager and diligent 
in his fearch. Cook’s River is the fpot_from which they were 
at firft procured, but the ftock appears now to be exhaufted. 
China was the deftined market; but the fpeculators were not 
aware of the frauds of the Chinefe merchants ; the delays of the 
Chinefe governments ; the monopoly eftablifhed by its officers, 
and the real: indifference of the political rulers to every inter- 
courfe with Europeans. In other countries, delays and fraud 
might be prevented by threatening to deftroy any farther con- 
neGtion. If this threat be uttered in China, the officer will re- 


ply that it is what they with, for China requires no affiftance. 


from Europe. 

The voyage of captain Portlock and captain Dixon has ad- 
ded to our knowledge of the country and of the inhabitants. 
The author, whofe name is concealed, but who we fufpe& to 


have been fupercargo in the Queen Charlotte, has adopted the. 


form of letters ; -and his language, either from familiarity or re- 
ligious prejudice, is in the fecond perfon fingular. The form 
of letters is not, in general, unpleafing, becaufe they feem to 
convey the effufions of the moment, the vivid impreffions which 
new ideas impart: in the prefent inftance it is artificial, becaufe 
we know that the letters could not be conveyed, and that moft 
probably they were written only from hints, at a fubfequent pe- 
riod. ‘ Thee and thou’ alfo, conftantly recurring, are ftiff and 
ungraceful. 

Our voyagers doubled Cape Horn, and proceeded direétly to 
O’whyhee, the fpot fatal to captain Cook. The defcription of 
different places which they accidentally faw, or at which they 
touched, affords nothing very new or interefting. They went 
immediately to Cook’s River, as the centre of their market, 
and continued there till the feafon and their neceflities compelled 
them to repair to the Sandwich Ifiands. Early in the fpring, 
1787, they returned to the ccaft, and, in their progrefs to Noot- 
ka Sound, the moft fouthern {pot which could afford them their 
defired obje&t, made fomse difcoveries on a coaft from which 
capt. Cook was driven by winds; light variable blafts, which 


almoft conftantly repel the navigator from the weftern fide of the 
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new continent. But we fhall firft confider the corfequences of 
this voyage in a geographical view, aflifted by the very plain 
and intelligent introduction of capt. Dixon, who feems to have 
deferved tobe the fucceffor of his former companion in the fame 
track, captain Cook. : 

The. very accurate chart, prefixed to this volume, compre- 
hends the, weftern coaft of America, from the ifland Kodiac to 
Nootka Sound: in other words, that fweep of the coaft which 
from 503 north latitude, rifesin Cook’s River to above 61°, and 
bends round, in what may be confidered as a vaft bay, whofe 
eaftern extremity is the northern cape of Berkeley’s Sound, im- 
mediately below Nootka, in lat. 49° N. ‘The extent is 324 de- 
grees of longitude from 128° weit longitude to 160°. 

In our review of capt. Cook’s Voyage, (vol. LVIII. p. 87.) 
we remarked, that the moit fouthern part of the American coaft 
which he faw was Cape Blanco, about 43° 10’ north latitude ; 
and that he was driven from the coait and down to this latitude 
by the violent winds blowing from the continent. Jn that out- 
line we could not particularly remark that he repeatedly ap- 
proached and was driven froin the coait; that, in Mr. Ro- 
berts’ chart, the coaft from lat. 40 to Nootka Sound, in lat. 
49° 36’, is laid down from a Spanifh map; and that from its 
northern cape to Crofs Sound, lat. 585, the authority was the 
fame. From our prefent voyager we find fome reafon to diftratt 
Maurelle’ s defcriptior, publifhed by Mr. Barrington, though a 
part of the older Spanith accounts may appear to be well found- 
ed. From lat. 54° 20” to 51° 56” N. and from 130° to 133° 
welt longitude, fome iflands were difcovered, which v ery near- 
ly refemble in their fituation the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, 
defcribed by. De Fonte. Our voyagers faw different points of 
theie iflands, and think that; inftead of one large ifland, there 
are many {mall ones. This was fo evident, as to rendér it doubt- 
ful whether they had, in any inftance, reached the real conti- 
nent. The greater part of the outline of this group was traced, 
though, as the whole was not furrounded, the pofibility re- 
mains that.it: may in its north- -welterly points be joined to the 
continent. As this Archipejago 1s now afcertained, we may give 

a little more credit to the pretended Strait of De Fonte ; and 
when we confider that the parallel of lat. 55° divides nearly the 
largef of the North Weitern Lakes (Lake Winipig), and touches 
the fouthern extremity of James’ Bay, it will be allowed to be the 
inoft promifing’ {pot for the expected communication, thouch we 
own that we entertain no fangaine expedtation of its exittence, 
for reafons which we have occafgually hinted at, and which are 
too: Jong to be Ags introduced. The profecution of this under- 
taking, and of the navigation of Cook’s River, are objects of 
\ ag 
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vaft importance to geography and commerce. Either are un- 
doubtedly within the limits of our remaining poffeflions in North 
America :— But to return. 


From the Kodiac of captain Cooke to Whitfunday Bay, the | 


chart of Mr. Roberts is unchanged; but from hence to Cape 
‘ Douglas, the difcoveries of capt. Mears, another adventurer 
in the fur-trade, have improved our acquaintance with the coaft. 
Jt appears that Point Banks is the extremity of an ifland, as capt. 
Cook almoft conjectured ; and that there is a paflage between 
this ifland, which, in captain Dixon’s chart, is called alfo Ko- 
diac and the continent, while the coaft of the latter trends a lit- 
tle to the north-weft. From Cape Douglas to Cook’s river, 
and as far to the fouthward and eaftward as 57°2, where there 
is a harbour, which is diftinguifhed by capt. Portlock’s name : the 
coaftis laid down from their own furvey. Itdiffersinfeveral particu- 
lars from capt. Cook’s chart ; but we can mention only thofe which 
are moft important. A little to the fouth and eat of Mount 
Elias, Mr. Roberts, from capt. Cook’s Journal, has delineat- 
eda bay, on the weft of Beering’s Bay. Here capt. Dixon 
difcovered a good harbour, with a fafe anchorage, fheltered. by 
different ifiands, which he called Admiralty Bay. In about 57° 
10’ captain Cook difcovered a cape, which he named Cape Edg- 
cumbe ; but our prefent voyagers have found that it is an ifland, 
which furnifhes fhelter on one fide to a found, that they denomi- 
nated Norfolk Sound; and a little to the fouth is a port, which 
they have called Port Banks. ‘This we perceive to be obfcurely 
pointed out in Mr. Roberts’ chart; but the coaft is afterwards 
laid down by Mr. Roberts from the Spanifh maps; for, from 
Nootka Sound, capt. Cook was kept at a diftance by contrary 
winds, till he difcovered Cape Edgecumbe. Norfolk Harbour, 
with Port Banks, are laid down from captain Dixon’s furvey, as 
well as the coaft to the fouth, as far as Beresford’s Ifle, nearly 
in lat. 51°. In this part we perceive the coaft is ftudded with 
various iflands, till we arrive at the great group, which we have 
already defcribed; the coaft, within the iflands, has only been 
furveyed at a diftance, where its bold projecting capes force 
 themfelves on the fight. From a cape in lat. 51°43, which js 
called Cape Cox, there is an inlet, perhaps a harbour, and pro- 
bably a river, which fhould be explored; and, at Woody Point, 
in the neighbourhood of Nootka, the chart joins again with the 
coaft laid down by Mr. Roberts. From Cape Cox to Woody 
Point, capt. Dixon refts on the authority of capt. Guife and capt. 
Hanna, his competitors in the fur-trade, who laid it down feem- 
ingly from actual obfervation. 

Of the mifcellaneous remarks on the inhabitants of different 
countries and iflands many will not be new to our readers. We 


fhall 
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fhall not follow the navigators to the Cape de Verd Iflands, or 
in their purfuit of the Los Majos, La Mafo, and St. Maria la 
Gorta, iflands, laid down by the Spaniards from lat. 18° 30° to 
28° N. and from 135° to 149° weft longitude, in their charts, 
as well as in the more correét map of Mr. Roberts; but which 
capt. Dixon fought for in vain. At the Sandwich Iflands few 
new obfervations occur: we have improved our intimacy; 
and our prefent navigator’s conduét has not leffened the re- 
fpe& which they entertained for the name of Englifhmen : in- 
deed we fufpeé that a cordial and unfufpicious friendfhip is bet- 
ter eftablifhed. On the coaft of America too, at leaft on the 
northern parts, our navigators, intent on trade, have not great- 
ly increafed our knowledge. It may be remarked, in general, 
that the little difputes with the natives, either of the Sandwich 
Iflands or the continent, though they may have been attended 
with fatal effeéts on their fide, have not diminifhed the confi- 
dence of the others. They perhaps faw that their countrymen 
deferved the fate they met with, and that their predatory difpo- 
fition, for from that caufe the quarrel generally proceeded, was 
properly pynifhed. Their circumfpeétion, and feemingly their 
refpe, have commonly increafed after thefe little broils. We 
fhall join our navigators at their firft untried country, Admiral- 
ty Bay, and fhall fele&t fome account of the people, and of a 


very fingular ornament. 


¢ The number of inhabitants contained in the whole found, 
as near as I could calculate, amounted to about feventy, includ- 
ing women and children; they 1n general are about the middle 
fize, their limbs ftraight and well fhaped, but, like the reft of 
the inhabitants we have feen on the coaft, are particularly fond 
of painting their faces with a variety of colours, fo that itis no 
caly matter to difcover their real complexicn ; however, we 
prevailed on one woman, by perfuafion, and a trifling prefent, 
to wafh her face and hands, and the altcratiop it made in her ap- 
pearance abfolutely furp:iced us; her countenance had all the 
chearful glow of an Enelifl milk-maid; and the healthy red 
which fluthed her cheek, was even beautifully contrafted with 
the whirenefs of her neck ; her eyes were black and fparkling ; 
her eye-brows the fame colour, and moft beautitully arched ; 
her forehead fo remarkably clear, that the tranilucent veins 
were {een meandering even in their minuteft branches—in hort, 
fhe was what would be reckoned handfume even in England; 
but this fymmetry of features is entirely deftroyed by a cuftom 
extremely finguler, and what we had never met with before, 
neither do | recolleét having feen it mentioned by avy voyagers 
whatever. 

« An aperture is made in the thick part of the under lip, and 
increafed by degrees in a line parallel with the mouth, and equal- 
ly long: in this aperture, a piece of wood is Conftantly _ 
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of an eliptical form, about half an inch thick; the fupertficies 
not flat, but hollowed out on each fide like a {poon, though not 
quite fo deep; the edges are likewife hollowed in the form of a 
pully, in order to fix this precious ornament more firmly in the 
lip, which by this means is frequently extended at leaft three 
inches horizontally, and confequently diftorts every feature in 
the lower part of the face. This curious piece of wood is wore 
only by the women, and feems to be confidered as a mark of dif- 
tinction, it not being wore by all indifcriminately, but only thofe 
who appeared in a fuperior ftation to the reft.’ 


It is remarkable that they chew a plant, ‘ which appears to 
be a fpecies of tobacco, and that they generally mix lime along 
with it.? We might make fome remarks on this cuftom, and 
the fimilarity of the Indian cuftom of chewing betel with lime, if 
our author had told us how the lime was procured. 

- We have formerly remarked, when we were enquiring into 
the fource of the population of America, that the northern parts 
were evidently peopled from Europe, and that, at Nootka Sound, 
was firft found the united race of two different kinds of people. 
This obfervation muft, we find, be limited, for the inhabitants 
of the weftern coafts of America feem occafionally to migrate ; 
_ and, in Norfolk Sound, the inhabitants refemble more thofe of 
the banks of Cook’s River, than of Port Mulgrave. But whe- 
ther the point of union be at Nootka Sound, or any other part of 
the coaft, the fubftance of the obfervation is eftablifhed by this 
fubfequent voyage. ‘The religion of thefe favage tribes cannot 
be eafily underftood ; and our author’s fuggeftion, from an Ame- 
rican pointing to the fun, that he confidered it as the fource of 
our exiftence, and the means of our fupport, muft be ftill equi- 
vocal, They are in many refpects ferocious ; and it,is the opi- 
nion of the navigators that they are flull cannibals, and, occa~- 
fionally at leaft, eat human fiefh. We were formerly of the 
fame opinion, from the concurring teftimony of the fads re- 
corded in captain Cook’s laft voyage. In Queen Charlotte’s 
Iflands, the people were more mild and feemingly more humane, 
but our author’s fufpicions were kept alive, and he concludes, 
perhaps with reafon, that if they had been decoyed on fhore, 
they would have been murdered. The following defcription of 
a chief of thefe cannibals is fketched,in a ftriking manner, and 
perhaps under the influence of no little apprehenfion. 


¢ Of all the Indians we had feen, this chief had the moft fa- 
vage afpect, and his whole appearance {ufficiently marked him 
as a proper perfon to lead a tribe of cannibals. His flature was 
above the common fize ; his body fpare and thin, and though 
at firft fight he appeared lank and emaciated, yet his ftep was 
bold and firm, and his limbs apparently ftrong and mufcular ; 
his eyes were large and gogling, and feemed ready to ftart ap 
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of their fockets ; his forehead deeply wrinkled, not merely by 
age, but from a continual frown ; all this, joined toa long vi- 
fage, hollow cheeks, high elevated cheek- bones, and a ‘natural 
ferocity of temper, formed a countenance not eafily beheld with- 
out fome degree of emotion : however, ‘he proved very wieful 
in conducting our traffic with his people, and the intelligence he 
gave us, and the methods he took to make himfelf underftood, 
thewed him to poffefs a ftrong natural capacity.’ 


The following defcription of a different kind is no lefs enter- 
taining ; but our author’s interpretation of the caufe of the emo- 
tion is not without fome fufpicion of error. 


¢ The woman, after giving her infant a maternal kifs, came 
over the fide without the leaft hefiration, and when fhe got on 
the quarter-deck gave us to underfland that fhe was ouly come 
to fee the veffel, and with a modeft difidence in her looks en- 
dcavoured to befpeak our indulgence and permiffion for that pur- 
pofe. She was neatly drefled afier the r fafhion; her under 
garment, which was'made of fine tanned leather, fat clofe to her 
body, and reached from her neck to the calf of her leg: her 
cloak or upper garment was rather coarfer, and fat loofe like a 
petticoat, and tied with leather ftrings. Having taken notice 
of every thing which fcemed to attract her attention, capt. Dixon 
made her a prefent of a fliing of beads for an ornament to each 
ear, and anumber of buttors, with which fhe was highly pleaf- 
ed, and made her acknowledgments in the beft manner fhe was 
able. She was fearcely got into the canoe before a number of 
women flocked about her, and feeing the beads in her ears be- 
yan to talk very earnefily, moff probably to tax her with incon- 
tinency, for fhe immediately clafped her intant to her breaft 
with un{peakable fondnefs, burft into a flood of tears, and it was 
a-confiderable time before the foothings of her hufband and the 
apologies of her friends could bring back her former chearful- 
ne{s and tranquillity,’ 


The mhabitants of this coaft are, in general, about the mid- 
die fize, almoft univerfally lean, with very high cheek-bones, 
fmall eyes, and long black hair. Their language is laboured 
and guttural], though not from any defect in their vocal organs, 
for they could eafily pronounce the words in our language, while 
the Englifh could not imitate their pronunciation, which occa- 
ftoned fome ridicule, and no little triumph., In Cook’s River, 
they could even pronounce our #4, the Shibboleth of every Eu- 
repean, not of our own country. In the Sandwich Iflands, where 
the inhabitants pronounce more articulately than the Otaheitans, 
they called captain Portlock Po-pote. Our author fufpects, from 
~~ numerous reprefentations of birds, beafts, human heads, &c. 

at they may havé fome means of recording events, fimilar to 
kicroglypluics. Itisremarkable, that their only gambling im-; 
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piements were fifty-two round bits of wood: was the coinci-. 
dence of number with our fifty-two cards accidental only ? 

Though we purpofed,not to return with our voyagers to the 
Sandwich Iflands, yet we have fome pleafure in remarking, that 
the. inhabitants, feem to be humane and benevolent,  fteady in 
their attachments, and anxious to preferve efteem. From one 
or tworincidental obfervations, we fufpecé& that the drinking of 
ava is not wholly the caufe of their leprofy,; but that it is occa- 
fioned in patt by their other diet, though their favourite drink 
haftens its appearance. » Their intrepidity. we have experienced ; 
but that they willfwim in fight of a fhark without any weapon, 
furpaffes, almoft our belief: yet a dextrous fwimmer may. efcape 
from this devouring animal, if he is feen, fince he muff turn on 
shis back to catch his prey. But if this be the method, our au- 
-thor thould have informed us of it. 

We can follow our navigators no farther, for hag they have 
told us of China, and the proceedings of the Chinefe, is nearly 
what every commercial navigator has experienced. ‘They re- 
turned in fafety, after lofing two men only by difeafe, though 
the fcurvy at times, notwith{tanding the plentiful fupply and li- 
beral allowance’ of the beft antifcorbutics, prevailed in a great 
degree. 

The.Appendix contains the olffervations on natural hiftory, and 
the journals of the voyage. The animals defcribed and delineated 
are few, viz. the cancer raninus, two plates, Lin. Syft. Natur. 
1039; and the turbo apex fulva, a new {pecies, were brought from 
Sandwich Iflands: the folen patulus, a very large efculent fpe= 
cies, from Cook’s River. ‘The birds are the yellow-tufted bee- 
eater, (Latham, vol. ii. p. 683), from! Sandwich: Iflands; the 
winged crofs-bill, (Latham, vol, iii. p. 108.) from the north- 
weit coaft of America; the Patagonian warbler, (Lath. vol. iv. 
p- 434.) from Falkland’s Iflands ; and the lanius jocofus, the jo- 
cofe fhrike, (Lin. Syft. Nat. p. 138. Lath. p. 176.) from Chi- 
na. ‘Thefe are engraved with great accuracy and neatnefs ; but 
the plates in general, though feemingly accurate, becaufe they 
are charatteriftic, are far from being elegant or beautiful. The 
generalchart, and the charts of particular harbours, are probably 
exact. 

The fecond number of the Appendix, which contains the jour- 
nals, affords a few facts relating to the heat of different places, 
that we wifh to preferve. The mean height of the thermome- 
ter, at Falkland’s Iflands, in the middle of January, for feveral 
days, was 549.— This month anfwers to July in our hemif- 
phere. In May and June, the height of the thermometer at 
Sandwich Iflands, from,1g degrees of north latitude to 21 de- 
grees, was from.74° to 80°-—The medium about 77} nearly, 
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equal to our warmeft furinier heat. The mean height of the 
thermometer, in Cook’s River, in lat. 58°1, in the mofth of | 
July, was equal to 585. In the year 1786, the mean height of 
the thermometer, from heen d 30 to Mareh rsth 1787, at 
Sandwich Iffands was 75°. At Port Mulgrave, the méan for 
feveral days, in thie Begining of June, was only 46—lar. cl 
22°°—The mean of feveral days, in Norfolk Sound, lat. 57° 
was ofily'48. In lat. 52°, int July, in the route along the coaft, 
the heat feldom exceeded 54°. 

We muft now leave our voyagers and their work. Their con- 
dné, in general, féems to have deferved our praife, and the re- 
lation we have read with great pleafure, leffened only by the lit- 
tle circumftances ftated in the beginning of the article. After 
having faid fo much on this’ volume, we can only’add, that they 
have opened. to us new fources of infermation, which we hope 
that the genius of commerce and of {cience will contribute to ex- 
_" more Fess hae hy 





Twenty-Eight Mi sAellanina § Sermons. By a Clergyman of the 
Church of England. 8vo. 4s. in Boards, Murray. 


ie is not eafy to come before the tribunal of the public with 

lefs form and with lefs ofténtation than our author.. « Me 
voici mes enfans :’ here I am with my twenty-eight Sermons, 
read them or not, as you pleafe; I neither footh you with compli- 
ments, or threaten you with the danger of differing from men of 
genius; of tafte, of erudition, or of rank, if you happen to diflike 
them. Does the author fay all this? Not a word; but his fir 
lence fays more, for'we have long ago heard of the ‘ eloquent 
filence’ of Ajax, Dido, and a hoft of imitators. In’reality, not 
one word of preface, of advertifenient, the fhorter and more mo- 
dern kind of proemium ; not even a table of contents, fo ufeful 
toa Reviewer, who is unwilling to read the work which he cri- 
ticifes, is prefixed. Do not you expect, fir, that our feverity 
will be doubly keen for this abrupt entrance, for this bold difre- 
gard of modern and ufeful forms ? The culprit ftands trembling ; 
and we muft:difmifs this raillery for more ferious remark. 

We have read thefe Sermons ; for, as we have already obferv- 
ed, there is no fhorter way of arriving at their contents, if we 
had wifhed to have employed: it; with great pleafure. The Ser- 
mons are in the modern ftyle,fomewhat refembling eflays, with- 
out any formal divifion of the fubjeé& : but they are not like mo- 
dern effays; for though fhort they are ingenious, and though 
popular they are neither trite nor flimfy. The ftyleis clear, neat, 

pure: the words well chofen and well arrariged, even when 
the: author 1s. ” the ground. mof&t dangerous for general unap- 
Lesverg propriated 
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propriated language, exclamation and ejaculation. As the Sers 
mons are truly mifcellaneous, we fhali point out thofe with which 
we have been more than ufually pleafed, or in which the author 
feems a little miftaken, and add two or three extracts. 

The IIld Sermon, on Candid Judgment, from St. John vim 
245 is, we think, an excellent one for a popular congregation; 
as it points out, with great propriety and force, the danger of * 
judging, without a particular acquaintance with the motives and 
circumitances of the actor. 

The FVth Sermon, ‘ Let your Speech be always with Grace,’ 
is an admirable leffon for the conduct of converfation. We fhall 
try to detach-a part of it, which will bear the feparation without 
violence, and. without injury. 


¢ The fecond fault that hurts converfation is felf-confidence. 
What is lefs fupportable than a man, who, taking himfelf for 4 
genius of the firft rank, puts forth his own infallibility asthe re@ 
of every truth ; who would have all his words pafs. for oraclesy 
and his judgment be the laft refort, from which there lies no ap- 
peal? What aggravates the injuftice of this character is, that 
thofe decifive people are commonly moft ignorant: their ignos 
rancey indeed, is the caufe of their conceit and precipitation. 
An ignorant perfon, who never perhaps founded the full d¢pth of 
any queftion ; who knows neither the ftrength of proofs, nor 
the. force of difficultiés; who fees things only. fuperficially ¢ 
fuch a one will imagine, with great facility, that he has clear 
ideas of all, and perfect knew'edgeé of what he thinks the circlé 
ofthe feiences. He knows nothing of doubt or hefitation ; to 
doubt is pitiful and mean. A mancof found underftanding, ow 
the contrary, knows fo well the weaknefs of the human mitidy 
and knows fo we!l by experience his own failings, that thofe 
reflections are always a futlicient counterpoife to pride. He pro- 
pofeth his thoughts only as, problemsto be exatnined, not as de+ 
ciftons' to be followed ; and this is what I have called the grace 
of humility in converfation. We mutt fubmic our opinions to 
the difeuffion of thofe to whom we propofe them. We inuft! 
leave to every one the liberty of thinking as be fees good: re- 
membering, that if we have reafon, others have it alfo; if we 
have knowledge, others have it in like manner ; if we have con-’ 
fidered any matter, others may have confidered it as wéll.as we 
We mutt even propofe the things that we are mott-ftrongly con- 
-vinced of, in fuch a manner as to fhew, that we only fpeak from- 
a convittion of truth, and not fron felf-conceit: thus putting 
in practice that. leffon. of the Apoftle, ‘+ Let nothing be done’ 
through firifeor vain glory; but in lowhaefs of mind let each 
efteem other better than themfelves,”’ 


The principle which pervades the fifth Sermon is more entitled 
to our applaufe than the conduét of the-argument, which, though. 
not faulty, is not excellent. The Sermon.is, on the. Ommnipre- 
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fence of God; and the preacher’s objeét is, to demonftrate the 
different attributes of God from his works rather than from ab- 
ftra&, reafonine. 

The VIth Sermon is on the Judgments of God; but we think 
our author, in purfuit of his argument, viz. that ‘ they on whom 
the tower of Siloam fell, were not finners above all the Galile- 
ans,’ degrades human nature too low, and exaggerates human 
depravity. ‘The VIlIth and IXth Sermons on the Danger of 
Indifference in Religion, and on the Neceflity of connecting 
good Works with Faith, are in many refpetts very good. ; 

The chara&ter of Saul, which is well difcriminated in the fub- 
fequent difcourfe, has not been very generally underftood. The 
preacher .diftinguifhes the different traits with precifion, points 
out kis ability, his intrepidity, and fortitude, with propriety ; 
and above all; notices hisinconfiftency, perhaps infeparable from 
his, genius ; more probably conneéted with morbid melancholy, 
or gloomy madnefs. 


¢ Thus fell king Saul—a man raifed ‘from an humble, 
and probably a happy ftate, to jall the fplendors and the 
troubles of royalty, to wafte many days of toil, and nights of 
anxiety—and then to die, with the flower of his family, in a 
difaftrous battle :--was he worthy of a fate fo hard? Such 
events, indeed, are common in the hiftory of: every nation. 
Many a noble parrior,’ and many an-excellent prince, with vir- 
tues more deferving, have had deaths lefs glorious: yet ftill, in 
the cafe of Saul, there was fomething particular.. Some reafon 
of more than common weight there mutt have been, to caufe the 
man defigned for the founder of the Jewifh monarchy to be pe- 
remptorily rejected by the fame power and authority from which 
he received his crown: nor is this -reafon difficult to befound. 
The character of Saul had one capital blemifh, which I have not 
yet noticed—an overweening confidence in his own abilities, and 
a difregard to the religion of his country. -To this (pring may 
be traced thofe actions of his which are moft feverely blamed : 
his intrufion into the prieft’s office; his {paring the king of 
Amalek ; his extermination of the prietts at Nob ; his perfecu- 
tion of the Gibeonites ; ; and his difrepect to the prophet Samuel. 
In faét, he feems to have paid no attention to the rites of na- 
tional worthip, but when he thoughtthey might ferve fome poli- 
tical purpote ; regarding religion, perhaps, as little more than 
an engine of ftate. By fuch conduct he plainly unfitted-himielt 
for the government to which he was appointed. Inany-nation, a 
king without religion isa moft dangerous chara@er ;-but in anation 
which, till then, had been governed immediately by God himfelf, 
a king without religion was a very monfter. ‘The firft and chief 
of the regal duties there, muft have beena ftri&t attention to all 
the prefcribed rites of divine worfhip, and a moft minute regard 
to thofe -oraculous communications which the Almighty then 
deigned 
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deigned to give his favourite people. Accordingly, we may ob- 
ferve the facred hiftorians givé us for the lending feature in the 
character of every prince— ¢ he did that which was right in the 
fight of. the Lerd:” or, “he did that which was evil in the 
- fight of the Lord.” The latter was applied to Saul—* Now 
thy kingdom fhall not continue: the Lord hath fought him a 
man after his own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him 
to be captain over his people, becaufe thou haft not kept that 
which the Lord commanded thee.” , 


The advantages of truth, and the diftinétion between immuta- 
ble truth, ‘and what may appear fuch to. a hafty and an inaccu- 
rate or a prejudiced, enquirer, is properly explained in the XIIth 
Sermon ; and the XIIIth, on the happy confequences of a mix- 
ture of vice and virtue, of good and bad men in the world, is 
a very ingenious one. Vice 1s amended by the examples and re- 
proofs of virtue, and virtue in its turn is animated, fupported, 
encouraged by a profpect of the miferies and misfortunes entail- 
ed by vice. 

The XIVth Sermon is an improvement of Arrian’s Difcourfes 
‘on Epictetus. He taught us that the wretcied alone are flaves: 
our author adds, that the Chriftian religion alone can give true 
freedom to man. 

The XVith Sermon, What fhall a man give in exchange for 
his Soul ? comprehends fome remarks perhaps of more ingenuity 
than folidity. That the foul is the principle in which we feel, 
may be allowed; but that it is capable of feeling pleafure or 
pain abftraétedly from the body, has beendoubted. Yet, on this 
ground our preacher allures to virtue, and draws the finner from 
vice. That the foul is adapted to a future and more perfect 
ftate, is clear from reafon as well as revelation ; but it would be 
by no means certain that it is combined with fubiances unfuit- 
able to it in the prefent world, unlefs we knew fomething more 
accurately of its nature and effence. 

The XVIIIth Sermon, on Flattery, and exaggerated com- 
mendations both on the living and the dead, we read with plea- 
fure. This fondnefs for praife is very properly contrafted with 

the meeknefs, the modefty, and the humility of Chrift. 
~The X1Xth Sermon is a very peculiar one in one of its traits. 
« Fear not them who can kill the body,’ &c. ‘The preacher 
dwells much on the interpretation of the word * Fear,’ as applied 
to a being whofe power is infinite, to whom the foul as well asthe 
body is fubjeéted. Our ideas of power, he obferves, are capable 
of being greatly extended; and of whatever a romantic imagin- 
ation may fora moment believe in the tales of inchantment, God 
is the original; for, in him, all that is marvellous and great is 
comprehended. This idea feems to us rather brilliant than folid ; 
Vor. LXVIL, March, 1789. O for 
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for what we believe of inchantments arifes from a principle deeply 
implanted in our minds, viz. credulity. For a time this princi- 
ple affifts us in the belief of God, of his manifold power and infi- 
nitely extended influence ; but it alfo ‘affifts us- in trufting to 
the tales of fuperftition, the fitions of a difordered i imagination. 

When this principle is brought under the dominion of reafon, all 
thofe mifts are diffipated, and the more plain and more rational 
idea of the being and attributes of a God remain, independent of 

the fuperadded fancies of the marvellous kind. 

The XXth ‘and XXIft Sermons are on Chriftmas Day and 
‘Good Friday. ‘The XXIId Sermon, ‘ We know in part,’ is 
defigned to point out the impoffibility of our judging of the con- 
duct of God, in our narrow {phere, and with our limited attain- 
ments. The inference drawn from this doétrine is, that myfteries 
in religion are unavoidable; and that our church fhould not be 
oppofed becaufe all its tenets are not level with reafon, or "to be 
com preherded i in our finite views. 

The XXIVth Sermon is from St. Matthew xii. 50. ¢ Who- 
ever fhall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the fame is 
my brother, and fifter, and mother.’ In this Difcourfe our author 
points out the focial union of the virtuous and the pious, explains 
what is expected from this holy brotherhood, and exhorts in 
ftrong and appropriated language his readers, perhaps his hear- 
ers, to become members of this happy family. 

The XXVIth Sermon is a very good one on the danger of 
flight and apparently venial offences: the laft, on the fhort- 
nefs of time and the neceflity of employing it properly, is inge- 
nious and praétical. 

We need not repeat what we have already faid in commend- 
ation of thefe Difcourfes. They are feldom laboured difquifi- 
tions, and we do not meet with long connetted trains of reafon- 
ing. But they are well adapted for the clofet, the pulpit, and the 
family : in each place they may be read with pleafure and ad- 


vantage. 





The Rewelations tranflated, and explained throughout, with Keys, 
Illufirations, Notes, and Comments; a copious Introduction, 
Argument, and Conclufon. By W. Cocke, Greek Profefor in 
the Univerfity of. Cambridse, and Rector of Hempfiead, Nor- 
folk. 8v0. 45. in Boards. Robinfons. 


O* 4 myftical book, the commentary muft be in part:myftical. 

This muft be‘our apology if we fhould mifinterpret, for 
it is rot always eafy to underftand our author : where his illu- 
{tration appears trifling or abfurd, we miitruft ourfelves rather 


than the profeffor ; but as we have examined his work attentive- 
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- y, we thall endeavour to give the outline of his fyftem from the 
Introdnétion: | 

We need not énlargé on Mr. Cooke’s gpolegy for publifhing, 
fince, if he thought that he could elucidate a doubtful work, ‘it 
was his duty not to conceal his talent in a napkin: yet, if it was 
defigned: ‘to produce an equivalent return of profit to himfelf or 
advantage to his readers, he ought to have attended a little more 
to the ‘perfpicuity of his ftile. His work, as we have faid, 
breathes the air of myftery, but he has added to the difficulty, by 
a language generally vague, and fometimes incorre&. The Re- 
velations are faid to prefent a proof of the Chriftian faith, which 
is * fill nafcent and germinant.’—- From the xixth page we learn 
that nothing but what is great and grand can engage mankind, 
though high gaming is faid, within a few lines, to be capable of 
fixing the mind. Is gaming a great or grand employment ? In 
page xx, there are faid to be two grand dittinctions of mén, 
« Epicureifm, and penitence.” We may allow that the great- 
er part of mankind is divided between pleafure and repent- 
ance ; but we are ftartled when we are told that thete can be 
no more than thefe two diftinétions, for we fufpeéted chat men 
might lead a life of prudence and virtue, diftinét from crimina! 
pleafures and caufes of repentance : mut we fuppofe they repent 
of fins that they haye not committed ? But enough of this quib- 
bling criticifm, though our author’s inaccuracies give us much 
‘room for remarks of a fimilar kind. 

After Mr. Cooke has endeavoured to fupport St. John’s claim 
to this work, and oppofed Mr. Lightfoot’s and Mr. Mede’s 
doétrines, though he profeffes the profoundeft refpeé& for Mr. 
Mede’s extenfive learning and ingenuity, he proceeds to his fy- 
fiem. Every faét and doétrine is, from the authority of Chrift 
himfelf, to be eftablifhed on the words of two or three witneffes: 
therefore the thoufand years and the 1260 days or years, are re- 
prefented in ‘thefe different ways; but both are indefinite, and 
mean only the uncertain duration (uncertain at leaft to us) of the 
Chriftian difpenfation. We might fuppofe, that, if neither mean 
any thing finite, no more ftrong impreflions can remain from 
two indefinites, or from two hundred than from one. Yet it is 2 
little remarkable, in the hiftory of the difcovery, to find it ex- 
prefly faid, that the three days (or years) and a half, ;compre- 
hending the fall of the witneffes, fuggefted the 1260 days (in 
reality 1277) and that thefe' three years and a:shalf.was the pe- 
riod of Chrift’s minifiry, though this fact is far from being in- 
difputably fettled. Again, in order to.conneét this :fyftem with 
the prophecy of the 70 weeks im Daniel, he confiders. feven 
weeks.as equivalent to Chrift’s: miniftry. But it continued, from 
his own confeflion, half as many years. If we allow then: the 
wii Oz weeks 
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weeks in this inftance to be years, as the days were in the for- 
mer paflage, it will ftill require ingenuity to bring 7 to. 33. Our 


_-author does it dexteroufly, but not completely. - As our Savi- 


our lay in the earth, fays he, but one day and a half, though 
he is faid to have lain three days, fo the three and a half years 
are equivalent, on the fame grounds; to the feven. But our Sa- 


. viour is faid to have rifen on the third day, and this was ftriflly 


true; for the Friday was the firft, and the Sunday, of courfe, 
the third ; this calculation, put on-its true grounds, will not fup- 
port our author’s fyftem. Again: the laft feven years of Chrift’s 
life, multiplied by the week, or feven years of his miniftry, 
make forty-nine years: this, in our author’s opinion, fupports 
the fpeech of the Pharifees to our Saviour—* thou art not yet 
fifty years old’—making that a myftery, which means only, 
thou art not yet arrived to the maturity of wifdom. After fuch 
reafoning of this vague (may. we add, trifling and infignificant?) 
fort, our author finds that the. 1000 years and the 1260 days 
mean the fame: that is, as we_have faid, neither mean any 


thing definite. 


* There will be found al‘0,’ adds our author, fpeaking of the 
contents of his work, ‘ a new and true explication of fome par- 
ticular Trumpets, and’moft of the Seals, and the Spiritual icope 
of that whole Vilion declared.— There will be found the Chro- 
nological plan and deduction of the Vifions, now firft, proved 
and itated out of the Vifions themfelves, and derived from the 
firit to this prefent age and tine.—There will be found a'fo, a 
jult and right interpretation of the chara¢teriflic number -of the 
Antichriflian Beafl, and many new nores and uncommon obfer- 
vations on the natttre and fates of the Antichrift himfelf.— | here 
will be found too. a found and fure decifion on the intention and 


‘iflue of the feven Via'sx—They will be all fhewn to be paft, and 


to have had their deflinies completed and ended with the Re- 


formation : and it will be made evident to the judgment of every 


reafonable creature, that all the prophecies in this book are ac- 
complified, and that there is nothing to be looked for and ex- 
pected by the world, but the lait grand |. apeosa and Epiphany 
of Curift, and the event of thofe predictions confequent to it.’ 


We might be led more accurately to examine the tranflation 
and the notes; but the former we are warned not to criticife ; 
-and though qur author hints at illumination, or the peculiar grace 
of God influencing his opinion, and enlightening his mind, we 
own, that we-are fo little fatisfied with his fyftem, that we are 
unwilling ‘to enlarge farther on it. If our readers differ from 
‘sy we would recommend the work itfelf to their notice, where 
they: will find myficifm enough for the mot fcrupulous Beh- 
menift, and uncertainty enough to pleafe the moft doubting 
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Medical Commentaries for the Year 1738. By Andrew Duncan, 
M.D. Decade di. Vol. 111. vo. 6s. in Boards. Elliot 
and Kay. 


y. 8 we have found that many are offended at the fhort accounts 

which we have hitherto offered of thefe volumes, while a 
great part of each confifts of original communications, we fhall 
endeavour to fupply the defect. But we fear the caufe of offence - 
may be increafed, fince we are calledon to decide on communi- 
cations which, as voluntary ones, the editor has perhaps treat- 
ed with tendernefs, and probably diftinguifhed with partiality ; 
but, when feated in the critical chair, we muft ‘ fpeak of them 
as they are.’ 

Dr. Duncan remarks, in his preface, that * fome ingenious 
friends’ have thought the analyfis of books occupied too greata 
fhare of the volume. We have lately wifhed him to pay more 
attention to their choice; but we think that, unlefs his original 
communications were more important, that they do not occupy 
a fufiicient fpace. . From our having ran the fame courfe, we 
know that there are flowers of more value to be colleGted; and 
we have been convinced, ‘ with honeft anguifh,’ that he has 
fometimes preferred the weeds. For Dr. Duncan’s judgment 
we have the higheft refpect; but we fufpect that he has often 
different motives for his choice, befidesthe real excellence of the 
works which he has analyfed. | 

The firt work mentioned is Dr. Bondt’s Differtation on the 
Geoftreza Jurinamenfis, the South American fpecies of a tree 
that grows in Jamaica, and, like it, is an excellent anthelmintic. 
We have had this work before us fome time, and intended to 
have given an account of it; but, on a careful examination of 
the effects of the G. Jamaicenfis, we did not find them fuperior 
to thofe of the helleborafter. ‘The G. Surinamenfis does not 
greatly differ: it is only milder, Some of the beit obferva- 
tions, from the Memoirs of the London Medical Society, 
are next extracted; and we find commendations fcattered, not al- 
ways with juftice, particularly when Dr. Letrfom’s plate of the 
quaffia amara is flyled ‘ elegant and accurate,’ though the young- 
er Linnzus confeffed that his father, from whofe works the plate 
was taken, had defcribed and d-lineated a very different. plant 
inftead of it. Dr. Hunter’s Obfervations on the Difeafes of the 
Army in Jamaica; Dr. Stark’s Works; Mr. Home’s Differtae 
tion on Pus; Dr. Monro’s Defcription of the Burfea Mucofe ; 
the New Pharmacopeia; Mr. Bell’s Surgery; Dr. Withering’s 
new Edition of the. Botanical Arrangements; ; Baron Wentzel’s 
Treatife on the Cataraét; and Dr. Marcard’s Defeription of 
Pyrmont, are all that are thought worthy of analysis, in th¢ 
courfe of the year 1788. 
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Among the Medical Occurrences we find, firft, fome cafes, 
by Mr. Helfham, at Stoke in Norfolk, but they are very tri- 
fing. The only faéts which moft remotely deferve natice, are 
fome herpetic eruptions, with convulfive motions, attending 
inoculated fmall-pox. 

Mr. Henderfon, in the fecond Effay, gives a cafe to illuftrate 
a new method of euring ulcers in the legs, by tonics and anti- 
fcorbutics, with the cold bath, fome applications, preffure, and 
above all, exercife. ‘The plan is not new, for we have often 
ufed it; but the author feems not to be aware of the extent of 
its application. Mr. Lawfon’s two diffeétions of a fudden and 
general dropfy, or of an abfcefs, forming in the pelvis from the 
head of the thigh-bone forcing through its focket from an acci- 
dent at the age of four years, are of no great importance. Dr. 
Garnett’s account of a fuppuration of the liver, terminating fuc- 
cefsfully after difcharging its contents into the bowels, is uncom- 
mon, but not fingular. The cafe is well related; but we fuf- 
pect, the purulent matter burft into the hepatic ducts, for an cro- © 
fion through the inteftines feldom heals completely. The next 
is a very uncommon cafe of the cefophagus burfting in the action 
of vomiting, and the ftomach throwing its contents through the 
wound into the thorex, while the air efcaped, probably through 
the fides of the wound, into the adjacent cellular texture. The 
faéts were afcertained by diffeétion. 

Mr. Rait’s obfervations on the putrid remittent fever, ende- 
mic onthe coaft of Guinea, have been already made by every 
writer on fimilar difeafes. From a cafe which he adds, he fup- 
pofes that a child may be infe&ted with the fmail-pox in utero, 
for the eruptions appcared three days after its birth. But there 
are fome doubts whether the mother had the {mall-pox at the 
time of delivery, and more, that the eruptions firft difcover- 
ed were the future puftules in their origin. The cafe is related 
fo ambigpoutly that nothing can be concluded from it. 

‘A cafe of fcurvy occurring on shore, and terminating fucceff- 
es ’ the author allows is not fingular, and that the treatment 

« hothing beyond what the common conrfe of practice is ca- 
able of fuggefting.’ Mr. Clark’s hiftory of an aneurifm of the 
crural artery, is fo very uncommon, that if we had not known 
him ‘well, and if ‘different names had not been menti ioned, we 
fhould have had doubts of the truth of the fats: at prefent, not 
a MAdow of fufpicion remains. The aneurifim increafed to a ¢ reat 
degree, and a gangrene came on externally. ‘The flough fepa- 
rated; coagulated blood came out, not only without ‘the ha- 
mour breaking but with a ceffation of the palpitation. It was 
found on diffetion, that a thrombus had formed in the iliac 
above, and in the crural artery below, and that the aneurifm 
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was actually at laft.out of the courfe of the circulation; the 
ugh ape leg fhrunk, but a flight imperfect circulation was kept 
up by anaftomofing arteries. On carefully reviewing the cafe, 
we perceive that the diftention gave violent and excruciating 
pain, which 209 drops of laudanum would not mitigate. A 
fcruple of extract of cicuta was then given at once; and by this 
decifive remedy, which we fhould have apprehended would have 
been decifive im a different way, delirium was brought on, the 
pain ceafed, and the gangrene began to appear. We have no 
doubt. but in this moment, when the circulation ‘was thus ‘power 
fully arrefted, the coagulation took place, and the humour be- 
came. at once.an extraneous body. From its ‘irritation it pro- 
duced. inflammations and finuffes in the neighbourhood, but the 
‘death was owing to inflammation and purulent effufion’ im ‘the 
lungs. If Mr. Clark could have fufpected the.caufe-of the ¢ef- 
fation-of the pulfation, had drawn blood largely, ‘and employed 
other evacuations, he, might perhaps have faved his ipatient, for 
thie event feems to! have been.owing to a cold, heightened and 
rendered fatal by this fudden and unofual plethora, or, if our 
readers pleaie,. metaftafis.. But it can be no refleétion on Mr. 
Clark not to have guarded againft what perhaps never Meppened, 
or at leaft was known to happen before. | 

Dr. Farquarfon gives fome old ftories, aniles fabelle, though 
in fome degree fupported by tradition, of a child-efcaping thro’ 
a rupture of the uterus and integuments; what is more, of the 
woman’s recovery——Credat Judaus ! 

Dr. Gahagan’s curious cafe ofa tranflation of inflammation 
from the lungs to the brain, ending fatally’ in hydrocephalus, is 
very indiftinétly related fo' far as regards the practice. It can- 
not, however, be called a tranflation, for which term the au- 
thor has apologifed, from the fymptoms, becaufe thofe which 
indicated-an affe€tion of the lungs were apparently gone before 
the delirium came on, in confequence of a fecond cold; or, from 
the diffection, fince a {mall part of the lungs was ftill found in 
aninflamed ftate. The'termination could not be called hydro- 
cephalus, as it was the common one of inflainmation by the ef- 
fufion of bloody ferum between the dura and pia mater. The 
- cafe, deprived of its fingular appearance in the tithe, deferves 
very little attention. 

The laft communication is of two cafes of amputation, in which 
the compreffion was made by the finger of an affiftant, as there 
was no room for applying the tourniquet ; and thefe cafes fhow 
how ferviceable the compreffion of a fteady affiftant 1s, in emer- 
gencies, or when the amputation is too near the Joint to admit 
of the application of the proper comprefs. 

f or the Medical News we mutt refer to the volume, though 
O4 we 
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200 Philotoxi Ardena 3; the Woodmen of Ardene 
‘we hope to give fome of its fubftance in a future Number, par- 






ticularly Dr. Pearfon’s account of the preparation of the foda 
phofphorata, which we have fome time fince feen i in the Jour- 
nal de Phyfique; and fhould not have delayed, if we had not 
hoped to have ‘added fome obfervations on its effects: “We may 
mention, however, the Life of the late’ Dr. Hope, which is, we 
think, writtén with great delicacy and judgment by Dr. Duncan, 





Philotoxi Ardene; the Woodmen of Arden; a Latia Poem: by 
John Morfitt, Eyq. Barrifter at Law. With a Tranflation in 
Blank Verfe; ancther in Rhyme; attempted in the Manner of 
Dryden, and dedicaied (by Permiffion) ta the Right: Honourable 
the Counte/s of Aylesford; And an Effay on the Superiority of 


Dryden’s Verfification over ste of Lope and of the Modeens. 
6 Faleph Weftons, 4t0. » 64. .Robinfons,. 5 1. 


‘ULMINET in Verrem Cicero fine more mental?” ) 
Et vehemens inftet Foxius, Ore beans, — * 

Hic fecura quiesy que me-mbhicm: ita dolentem 
 Reddidit; >, egro animo, {ola medela quies, iobs 
Nefcio quid. leviter, meditanti condere foles = >; chin) > 

Hic licet, et Flacci fallere more dicm,’ Cre 4e 


Let Britith Cice ro thunder againft Verri CS, 
All decency diftaining ; and let Fox; 
Vehement Fox, prefs after, beilowing foud! 
Here quiet re'gus; whome, long. loft i in grief, - 
Has to myfeii reltor’\: here reignsofecure. 
Quiet ! fole medicine toa mind difeas’d! ath 
, Here,” tis allow’.i_me,. wrapt in meditation, 
* (On what | know not) to deceive the day, 
And bury funs, as Flaccus did betore me,’ 


This fpecimen will convince the uiilearned reader: thine the 
oem does not appear to great advantage in blank verfe; which 
mode of tranflation, we prefume, was adopted: to convey ‘an ex- 
ac, andthe, other a {pirited reprefentation of the original : one 
to be, after,the manner of Trapp, as the other, we are told, 
was to imitate that of Dryden. The tefemblance in thé rfivk 
initance is.¢értainly more ftriking than:in' the fecond. 


¢ Let Britain’s greater Cicero ftill proctatm, . | 
Withvo ce of th under, and witi words of fame; *** 
‘That Verres.reeks with plunder’d Afia’s vore— 09 
And furious Fox re-bellow to.the roar! Oi OM enw 
‘ Here loft tranquillity, Jong-Jof, 1 find; od 
Potent—when countleis griefs.convuls’d my mind—. 3. »»- 
My thoughts, like oil on fwelling waves, to calm; 
T ranquillity | ! the foul’s celeftjal balm! Lead 
"Tis 
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Philotoxi Ardena; the Woodmen of Araen. 
*Tis mine:to'do what Horace” felf has done— 
Beguile the day, and trifling down the fun, 
Sink, with his-fetting beam in lov’d repofe.’ 


 Thefe are the tranflations, gentle reader, and we can affure 
thee we have beew no-way partial in‘our felection, * whofe fpi- 
rit, Mr. Morfitt hopes; will atone’ for the languor of the ori- 
ginal.” ‘ To promote the truly Britifh’exercife of’ archery’ is 
the avowed defign of this poem ;_and fhould it fucceed, he pro- 
feffes that his ‘ moft fanguine expectations will be anfwered.? 
A lift of the Philotoxités, fo Mr: ‘Wefton’ tranflates Philo- 
toxi, is: introduced ; in which, _among other curious circum- 
ftances, we meet with a moft éxtraordinary concentration of four 
gentlemen, the fons, as a note informs us, of William Dilke, 
efq. of Maxiftock Caftle; and’ another phenomenon, ' no lefs 
wonderful : the rev. Mr. William Bree; of Colethill wielding 
the fhafts of Phebus, auricomi lucida tela dei, which we fhould 
have fuppofed; as ufed by claffic writers; to have fignified the 
rays of the funy We thould likewife’ have rendered Digbzus 
gomes, Digby, an earl, ‘not’* Digby, a tomrade, &c. 


¢ Et jam lunavit quadruplex Dilkius arcum ; 

Qualis in afpecta purpura!‘ quale Decus ! 
Brocus adit, Mufas et ammans et amatus ab ilfis, 
> Traétat et auricomi lucida’ tela dei.” * ” 


« And now the fourfold Dilke has bent his bow. , 

' In Luna’s’ waning form; what purple bloom , . 
Fluthes his countenance ! What youthful g grace! 
Bree, téoj''is there, thé lover of the nine ; 

By all the ine belov’d: and wields the arms: 
Refplendent .of the god with locks’ of gold!’ 


But enough of poetry. -Let'us tiirn to the « judicious Criti- 
cifm contained in’the! manly effay that acéompanies it.” TA which 
Mr. Morfitt’s friend and tranflator teftifies: due gratitude to‘him 
for his compliment; by exprefling ‘a very high” opiniow of * the 
beautiful original.’’ He looks upon’ Johiifon arid Pope, ‘and fo 
far we agree with him ‘in a very different’ fight. “He ftyles the 
former, ‘a flavifh'imitator of Pope,” ‘and ‘ for the” following cu- 
rious reafon, bedéaufé'« in his collected poems he has ufed but 
three triplets, and a folitary inftarice of ‘the fenfe overflowing 
the couplet, ito terthinate ‘in the beginning of the ‘third line.’ 
He likewife chargés him with « having ‘wrote the weakett | para- 
graph that was eder“penned ;” namely;"that an Alexandrine in- 
variably required a break at the: fixth fyllable. We are in- 
formed likewife; that ‘a revolution was produced in the Par- 
naflian'realms by means utterly contemptible, namely, the /z- 
tal advice of Walfh. In evil hour, fays Mr. Wefton, did the 
or cannes young bard hearken to it. A’ paucity of triplets and 
, Alexandrines 
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Alexandrines. por hae fonte derivata irlades):-— and ‘to the 
officious interpofition of this fame Walth we are indebted for the 
contamination of the Hélicohian fountain for:héat’a century !|— 
Rifum tgneaiis ?? —'To anfwer, ‘which. queftion-honeftly,, we - mutt 
declare, that it was no ealy, matter toa keep.our-countenance. on 
the perufal of i it... But,thiscis.. tyled are rhapic and the 
performance: 1s ents ed A at Shationges Mars: bx 50 : 
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Obfirwations far les Ecrits de M, de Daleaire, Tie Si Sar 
ta Religion, en forme de. N eS. Par M. £E. Gibert,; Minifrre 
“dela Chapelle Royale de St. Fea 2. Tum. Lopares. 120. 
75 Boargs.. Hookham. 


rie is, the defign.of M. Gibert; to. continue thefe cabdeifins on 

Voltaire’s mifyeprefentations of the facred writings, and his 

Bae at Chriftianity,.in fome: other volumes, which he pur- 

to publifh by fubfcription at three fhillings each. Hefup- 

 % that the whole will form fix or eight yolumes; but, as the 

fubjeé&s will be completed in each: volume, he obferves, that the 
reader may difcontinue if he no longer approves of them. 

In thefe two volumes, our author’s chief object 3 is. the Me- 
langes de Literature; and they contain criticifms. qn different 
paffages of ‘that mifcellanepus,colletion : the words .of| Voltaire 
are generally tranfcribed impartially 5 3; and M. Gibert either 
replies to the author in his own words, or colleéts the fen- 
timents of, the ableft divines and moft intelligent philofophers. 
He feems to prefer {peaking inthe, words of others rather than 
from himfelf.. . I¢.is. not poffible to. follow M. Gibert clofely, or 
to appreciate the walue.of every: anfwer. ; In fome refpeéts he 
feems to. have acted a little unfairly, and in fome injudicioully, 
though 1 the greater number of she obfervations . are correct and 
proper. ; It is.unfair, we think, to object to. M: de Voltaire, as 
an error, what was not known at the.time of his writing: this 
is the cafe with many of the allufions to natural hiftory; It is 
equally unjuit, to examine with rigour what is thrown out in a 
work of p alantry as a jeu d’efprit, and is,not connected either 
with, morality or religion; Voltaire, for inftance; makes a Chi- 
nefe fay, that the authors of the Univerfal Hiftory will not give, 
he fulpeéts, a, proper, account of the war which happened 22552 
years before; and that they will.be greatly miftaken in the par- 
ticulars.of that folemn embafly which the Mogul fent, requefting 
the affiftance of the Chinefe in forming a code of laws, about 
five hundred; thonfand ‘trillians of years before. ‘This evident 
farcafm on the pretended antiquity of that boasting nationhas call. 
ed, out M: Gibert’s erudition, to prove that their pretenfions are 
rot well founded. We have; read his remarks with esc 2 
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but we muft take the liberty of obferving, that Voltaire does 
not deferve, in this inftance, and fome fimilar ones, any very 
fevére reprehenfibn. It is injudicious too, we think, to diffe- 
minate ridicule, to which, from its nature, it is not eafy to make 
an adequate reply’; for the reader,’ who ‘is diffatisfied with the 
anfwer of a profeffed antagonift of credit, ‘will be apt to fufpe& 
that no reply can be given. The metaphyfical part in the fe- 
cond volume is, we think, by much the bet. 

- As we have profeffed our inability to. point out the particular 
objeéts of M. Gibert’s cenfure, we fhall fele&t one inftance as a 
{pecimen ; and it fhiall be the firft that we can find, where our 
author fpeaks from ‘himfelf, not tod extenfive for our limits, 
atid connected with religion: 

“§ 14. The idea'that M. de Voltaire gives of Prawidence.” — 

_ Can men, who. profefs {peaking truth, imagine, that God 
takes the fide of an inconfiderable nation, which is fighting’ 
againft another,’ equally inconfiderable, 1 in a remote’ corner of 
our hemifphere.” 

¢ M. de Voltaite’s Deity is tot a God which ‘interferes in 
particular events : it is of little ‘confequence to him, whether a 
man ishappy or miferable. Even the condition of many millions, 
or of a little ftate, is indifferent to him ; like a great monarch, 
who reigns over a powerful kingdom, wid cares little about the 
emmets that inhabit the earth: let thefe emmets fight for a 
grain of corn, or let all the reft perifh: it is of no importance.” 

‘ This is not the God revealed to us in the Gofpel, without 
whofe permiffion not.a {parrow falls to the ground. Whieh then 
fhali be my choice? Shall I love a God who difdains to look 
at me, or one who condefcends to take me for the objett of his 
cares; who loves ime, notwithftanding my infignificance, and 
comparative nothingtiefs; who (to employ the figurative, but 
energetic language of Scripture) has Counted the number of the 
hairs of my head, as wellas of the immenfe globes fcattered 
in the firmament ; who fees my_ misfortunes with compaffion ; 
and who (to ufe again the words of Scripture) puts my tears 
into his veflels, and is attentive to the fighs which burft from 
me in my agony? My choice is foon fixed: I cannot hefi- 
tate.’ 

In this form, but often to a greater extent, with more argu- 
ment, and more erudition, M. Gibert anfwers the different 
paffages of Voltaire; but chiefly thofe which are connected with 
religion. We would not difcourage our author from proceed- 
ing ina ufeful plan ; but we fufpect that thofe who chiefly want 

the antidote will be dp laft to fearch for it. 
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The Impoftors. A Comedy. Performed at the Theatre-Royal, : 
Drury- Lene. By Richard Cumberland, fy. 8v0. Ise 94; 


, 


" Ditlly- ROT AC OD na 


ME: yw tom hal comes, to, usin. fo: many varied charatters, 
as Obferver, Novellif, Painter, and Dramatic Poet, that 
it canbe ng.great injury.to,his fame if he fhould fometimes fail: 
who has often fucceeded, ., The Impoftors, who have been al- 
ready: tried, and, not only acquitted, but applauded,, will not be 
equally fortunate atthe critical, bar. Cool, unbiaffed attention 
will fee that the plot is meagre, the characters not'new, and the 
condu¢t of the ftory often improbable: when the glar¢ of {cenery, 
and the fafcination of the aétion are removed, the language will 
be found to want that {pint and animation neceflary to fupport 
the attention through a trite hackneved ftory, where the event 
cannot be for a moment concealed. 

The comedy, in its, title and.general plan, comes very near to 
the Beaux Stratagem ; but in fome parts of its conduc we are led 
torecollect another comedy of.inferior merit, but not without an 
excellent vein of low.comic humour, the Cuftom of the Manor. 
Lord Janus,i is the Lurcher,,and fir Solomon the fir John Englith 
of that piece. In. Mr. Cumberland’s play, Harry Singleton, 
lord Janus’s; valet, affumes hig,mafter’s. title, and is introduced 
we know. not how, to fir Solomon, Sapient, a country baronet, as 
the lover of his daughter. .Hisfervantiis a Jew, under the dif- 
guife of a,Frenchman; and he is reinforced in the firit aé&t by 
Polycarp,. a confederate, in the character of his lordthip’s agent, 
his lawyer,: or his fteward. ., The lady, who at firlt appears un- 
educated and, unrefined, the mifs Hoyden of the drama, probably 
becaufe the ehara&ter. was given.to Mrs. Jordan, becomes at lait, 
difcerning,. delicate, and fentimental. Such, it may be faid, is 
the power-of love ; but it appears to us an inconfiftency, from the 
caufe juft hinted at... In ;a.ride.before breakfaft, her vicious 
horfe would have thrown her from his back, if a young baronet 
had not luckily in the moment caught her. He, as may be ex- 
pected, is immediately in loye,. and: introduced .into the houfe. 
The fictitious lord; Janus, ; alarmed at, the event, becaufe he is’. 
known by the baronet, with a pretended - jealoufy, profeffes that 
he will leave it: fix Charles Freemantle, acquainted with lord 
Janus, whofe ,charagter is refpectable, refigns his fond wifhes, and 
profeffes that he will not interfere:in his friend’s pretenfions. . It 
18 remarkable, though accounted for with fome probability, that 
thefe two friends fhould not at firft meet: it is more improba- 
ble that a meeting fhould be afterwards appointed in the gar-. 
den. If this, however, be overlooked, the plot is carried on 
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“with dexterity. Harry Singleton goes to the baronet, as the 
fervant, with a meflage from his lord, and every thing feems like- 
ly to fucceed ; but that ‘the affumed lord is feen to leave the 
‘temple where’ the mectitig was; and the baronet declares that 
he has only feen the fervant. “The laft a is employed in the 
detection. .Though.this, with the help of fir Charles, is 
clear and eafy, yet, to fill up the canvas, a quarrel between the 
two Impoftors, in defiance of probability, is introduced. The 
end is, of courfe, a marriage between Eleanor and the:baronet. 
The under-plot, viz. the courtfhip of Polycarp and mifs Doro- 
thy, an antiquated coufin, has occurred fo often on the flage as to 
be almoft difguiting. 

The ignorant baronet, who fufpeéts him felf wife, and is in re- 
ality a dupe, an amorous old lady, an impudent fharper, and 
an elegant fentitnental baronet, have been charaéters of the 
drama from the time of fir William D’Avenant. Thofe before 


us are not diftinguifhed by one charatteriftic trait. The young . 


lady, we have before obferved, is an incongruous mixture of two 
characters; but the former part is conduéted with fo much na- 
vieté and true humour, that we feel a double difappointment from 
the change. ‘The fea-captain and Polycarp have fo few features 
peculiarly their own, that we can neither liken them to, or dif- 
criminate them from, our former acquaintance on the ftage. 
The language is neat and elegant, often charatteriftic, but fel- 
dom witty. Mr. Cumberland, {carcely in any inftance, defcends 
to the equivoque or the pun. : 

We cannot fay that we are greatly pleafed with, or that we can 
ftrongly commend the whole : the different {cenes are, however, 
conducted with great fkill, and are very entertaining. We hall 
tranfcribe the firft of the fecond aét, where fir Charles Free- 
mantle and the lady begin their acquaintance: it is where mifs 
Eleanor is the unrefined hoyden, and fir Charles the accom- 
plifhed gentleman of feeling and judgment. 


© Sir Charles Frecmantic, Elcanor in her riding-habit. 


‘ Sir Charles. Now 1 have fet you fafe upon your feet, and 
you affure me you have got no hurt by your fall, give me leave 
to. fay you have had fuch an efcape, as will make it madnefs if 
you ever mount the back of that vicious animal any more, 

‘ Eleanor. Yes, we call her the vixen mare ; fhe wou’d have 
fhewn me no mercy if I had hung in my ftirrup, and that I mutt 
have done if it had not been for you; I fhall always believe I 
owe ny life to you. 

‘ Sir Charles. And I fhall always confider it as the happieft 
moment of mine, which brought me to your refcue: may I Ret 
know the lady’s name ! have been thus fortunate in affiftin 

‘ Eleanor. Tlive at this houfe which you fee ; I am the eich. 
ter 















206 The Impoflors: a Comedye 


- ter of Sir Solomon Sapient; you are a flranger in the‘e parts I 
ceive. 3 | 

¢ Sir Charles. 1am a traveller, and far from my own home, 
but though I am a ftraager to you, and may never have the hap- 
pinefs.of meeting you again, yet I hope you will allow me to 
requeft one favour of you. 

* Eleanor. Pray do, and I'll grant it, be it what it will. 

© Sir Charles. As this adventure has for ever fixt youin my 
memory, it will be much for my repofe in future would vou give 
me your faithful promife never to commit yourfelf to that vixen 
amare, 28 you call her, any more. . 

‘Eleanor. Goodnefs alive! do you call that a favour? you 
muft be very kind-hearted to be at fuch concern about me ; but 
at ali events I give you my promife, and if you doubt my 
keeping it, let your fervant take the mare away with him. 

* Sir Charles. I thou’d put her to death the next moment were 
fhe mine. 

* Eleanor. Blefs your heart! our folks only laugh at fuch 
accidents ; but pray now ftep into the houfe and reft yourfelf af- 
ter your fatigue. 

* Sir Charies. I’m afraid I-cannot now avail myfelf of your 
politenefs. 

‘Eleanor. Politenefs! not at all : do now—you might if you 
wou’d, pray do— never mind your boots ;:there’sino ceremony— 
Mercy. be good unto me, what a pickle I amin! only look 
what a petticoat I have got. ons 

¢ Sir Charles. Come, you are well off to have hurt nothing 
but your cloaths. , 

‘ Eleanor. Oi! hang. my cloaths, they are ufed to it; I 
thought at firft I had put out my ankle: look, what a wrench I 
have vgivenit! Heyday, what’s here todo? will you be fo good 
to put the lacing of my boorto rights ? Don’t you go to fay any 
thit g to papa about my fall. 

© SirCharies. Will you conceal it from your father ? 

: [Sir Charles adjufts her boot. 

¢ Eleanor. Why aye to be fure—Heh !—what !-—isn’t it right? 

nay, I-won’t do it if you think tis wrong—Dear! how auk- 

ward you go about it; why, that’s not the way. Here! I'll 

fhew you; you fhould pafs it through here; now you’re right 

—And ‘fo you don’t think I fhould tink this accident on my fa- 
ther. 

‘ Sir Charles. Perhaps 1 don’t think a young lady fhould ‘fink 
any thing on het father. | 
© Eleanor. Ah, but that—that won’t always do though ;—- 
will it ? 

,. * Sir Charles. Heavens! this girl bewitches me—(afde.) I 
rein guefs you have no fecrets you need coriceal from your 
fath Lp : 

, * Elcanoy., That’s as much’ as to fay you guefs I have no fe- 
Crets at alt.” aii. ee tiles 
= * Sir 
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«© Sir Charles. Let this little mifadyenture then ftand for one, 
and.when you.are at the pany | of wes one, will you confeat 
at.my requett ta keep another 2), °). ~, 

‘ Aleanor, By ali means ; tell} it Me, | 
_ 6 Sir Charles. This itis then—If i converfe with your five mi- 
nutes longer, I thall. be ablohutely, and irrecoverably; in love 
with you for life. ) 

«+ Eleanor. indeed! well, five minutes are foon gone ; ; don’ t 
be in a hurry — Huth | hark !. what talkiny’s ‘that ? fure Lheat 
amy . father’s salem ftay where you are; don’t be afraid—Til 
be fure to come back to you.’ ° [reruns out. 


‘> ' 


——— a + 


A nah e on Menfration, both in. Theory and Pradices The 
Second Edition, with many Additions. By Charles Hutton, 
LL.D. F.R,8. &Sc. &S¢. Profefor of Mathematics in. the 


Royal Military Academy, In one large Volume O&avo. 145. 
bound. - Robinfons. 


I" is about eighteen years fince the firft edition of this reput- 
able book was publifhed in quarto; of which an account was 
given in the XXXIId Volume of our Review. As the altera- 
tions and additions in this edition are fo large and numerous, 
that it may be almoft confidered asa new work, it will be pro- 
per to notice it againinour Journal. . For thefe improvements, 
we prefume, the public are indebtedto the experience ‘in his 
profeffion, which Dr. Hutton has acquired by many years prac- 
tice in the Royal Military Academy of Woolwich. And, from 
‘our examination of the work, we do not find ourfelves difap- 
pointed in expectations founded on fuch reafonable grounds. 

It appears that the work has been new arranged ; that great 
and ufeful additions are made in almoft every part of it; and 
that fome. chapters and fections are altered and improved, efpe- 

_cially in the praétical parts of the fubje&. We mutft.alfo com- 
mend the economical manner in which this edition appears, in 
a large oG@avo volume, which is both cheaper and more conve- 
mient for the reader. After a learned prefatory hiitory of Men- 
furation, atid of many other parts of the mathematics, the author 
gives an aidlyfis of his work, as follows : 





‘ As extentions are of three kinds, longitudinal, fuperficial, 
and folid, fo in this work the {cience is treated of as distinguifh- 
ed by nature into thefe three principal parts ; that is, fo jar.as.the 
nature of geometrical fgures would conveniently admit. With 
regard to right lines, plane furfaces, and folids, the diflinction 
is general; but it does not obtain with regard to curved lines 
and furGitiea. For, by preferving this dittinciion fo entire, as 

‘to determine the meafure of all tit of lines in the firfl part, and 
of all kinds of furfaces in the fecond, -I immediately perceived 
.that the book could not be fo conveniently adapted to the pr pars 

ftudy 
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ftudy of the generality of readérs: on which aecount, in the 
firft part,°I have treated only of the meafure of right lines; and 
in the fecond part, only of the meafure of planes“which are 
bounded by right and ciretilar lines, without any curve furiaces, 
“excepting that of the fphereé “in the third part, which treats of 
folids, I have generally placed the problems which relate to the 
meafures of the lines, furfaces, and folidities 6f each particular 
figure, immediately aftereach other, ‘becaufe’the knowledge of 
‘the one commonly led'to that‘of the others: ’ The latter parts of 
the-boodk are employ-d chiefly about the applications of the ge- 
neral problens to feveral intercfting praical fubjeés in life. 

* So much_tor the diftribution and order of the parts in gene- 
ral. I fhali now proceed té ‘defcribe the contents of the parts 
‘themfelves more particularly: ss 

¢ The whole work confifts of five parts. 

* Part I. Contains the menfuration of right lines and sight- 
angled angles, and is divided into three fections. 

* Seét. 1. Contains feveral geometrical detinitions and prob- 
lems; fome of which are new, and, it is prefumed, they are 
all more complete, and lefs exceptionable, than thofe initead of 
which they have been fubftituted. The problems will prepare 
the learner for making'the feveral figures which are afterwards 
treated of. 

* Sect. 2. Contains ‘plane trigonometry, or the meafuring of 
-lines and angles. All the cafes of trigonometry, both mght and 
oblique. angled, are here reduced to three only ; by which means 
they are ealier to be remembered, and more clearly underftood. 
Betides thefe cafes, which perform the bufinefs in the common 
way, by means of the fines, tangents, and fecants of angies, I 
have given a new and extenfive method, by which all the cafes 
of trigonometry are performed independent of fines, tangents, 
and fecants, and without any kind of tables. 

* Sect. 3. Contains the application of trigonometry to the de- 
termination of heights and diftances; in which a great variety of 
cafes and methods concerni g this curious fubjectare ex plained. 

¢ Part II. Treats of fuperficial menfuration, or the menfura- 
tion of pane figures, and is divided into two fections. 

* Seét. 1. Treats of the arcas, &c. of right-lined and circular 
figures; in which, befides many things that are new and curi- 
ous, are given an explanation of profeffor’s Machin celebrated 
quadrature of the circle, and the demonftrations of fome ufeful 
‘approximations to the meatures of circular arcs and areas, which 
“had-been given by Mr. Huygens and fir Ifaac Newton, without 
demonftrations. , 

‘ Sect. 2. Conta‘ns a curious and ufeful collection of queftions 
concerning a:eas, promifcuoufly placed, and refolved by the 
rules in the former fections. | 

¢ Part III. Contains the meafuring of folids, and is divided 
‘into eight feétions. | | 
«Sed, 1, Treats of bodies that are bounded by right or cir- 

: . cular 




























































Hutton’s Treatife on Menfuration. 409 


cular lines, viz» prifms, pyramids, the fphere, and the circu« 
lar f{pindle. 

* Sect. 2. Treats of the five regular folids or bodies. 

© Seét. 3. Treats of folid rings. 

“« Sect. 4. Treats of the conic fections in general ; and though 
it be fhort, it contains feveral things that are new and of great 
importance. 

© Se&. 5. Treats of the ellipfe and the figures generated by 
it, viz. fpheroids and elliptic fpindles. 

‘ Seét. 6. In like manner treats of parabolic lines, areas, furs 
faces, and folidities. And, ; 

‘ Se&. 7. Of hyperbolic lines, areas, furfaces, and folidities. 

‘ In thefe feétions the feveral figures and bodies are very ex 
tenfively and particularly handled, many of the rules, &c. both 
here and throughout the whole book, being new and intereft- 
ing; andI have given throughout many neat approximations to 
the values of feveral things which cannot be truly exprefied 
) otherwife than by an infinite feries; which approximations are 
A) moftly new, excepting two or three that were given by fir 

Ifaac Newton, and which I have demonftrated here for the firft 

time. 

¢ Sect, 8. Or the laft of this part, contains a promifcuous 
collection of queflions concerning folids, to exercife the learner 
in the foregoing rules. 
‘ Part 1V. Contains, in three fections, feveral fubjefts re- 
lating to menfuration in general. 
* Sect. 1. Contains a treatife on the true quadrature and cu- 
bature of curves in general. In which are contained fome of the 
| moft univerfal and important propofitions that can be made in 
| the fubject. 
|! ‘ Sect. 2. Contains the equidiftant-ordinate method; or, the 
approximate quadrature and cubature of curves in general, by. 
means of equidiftant ordinates or fections. A fubject by which 
eneral and finite rules are difcovered for ali figures; tor fome 
of which they are accurately true, and for the others they are 
very near approximations: which are often the moft ufeful rules 
that can be applied to many things in real practice. 

‘Sect. 3. Contains, in a very concife but copious treatife, 
the relations between the areas and folidities of figures, and the 
centers of gravity of their generating lines and planes. 

* Then the 
¢ Fifth and laft Part, in four feétions, contains the applica- 
| tion of the general rules to the moft ufeful fubjects of meafuring 
that happen in ordinary life. In thefe fubjeéts very material 
improvements are almoft every where made, both with refpect 
to the matters and the difpofition of them. 

‘ Se&t. 1. Contains a very fimple treatife of Jand-furveying ; 
exppiving the ufe of the inftruments, the methods of furveying, 
of planning, of computing the contents, of reducing plans, and 
of dividing the ground. 

Vor. LXVII. March, 1789. P © Sect. 
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. © Seét. 2. Contains a very curious and complete treatife on 
gauging. Asin like manner doth 

‘ Sect. 3. On the meafuring of artificers works; yiz. brick- 
layers, mafons, carpenters and joiners, flaters and tilers, plaf- 
terers, painters, glaziers, pavers, and plumbers, Containing 
the defeription ot the carpenter’s rule, the feveral meafures ufed 
by each, with the methods of taking the dimenfions, and of 
fquaring and fumming them up. The whole illuftrated by a 
real cafe of a building, in which are fhewn the methods of 
entering the dimenfions and contents in the pocket-book, ot 
drawing out the abftraéts, and from them drawing out the forms 
of the bills. 

‘ Sect. 4. Contains a curious treatife on timber-meafuring ; 
in which, among feveral other things, is given a new rule tor 
meafuring tound timber, which not only gives the content very 
exact, but it is at the fame time as eafy in the operation as the 
common falfe one, either by the pen’ or the fliding-rule. It 
contains alfo fome curious rules for cutting timber to the moft 
advantage. 

_ © The book then concludes with a large table of the areas of 
circular fegments, exiended to ten times the ufual length.’ 


To this ample account of the general contents, we may add 


_ fome of the more effential additions. In the firft fe€tion of part 


I. are given feveral new problems of curious divifions of circles, 
conftruction of fcales, and transferring of plans, &c. &c. In 
feé&t. z. the conftruction of chords, fines, tangents, and fecants; 
with the method of making every fide radius in plane right- 
angled triangles. In feé&t. g. a new colletion of queftions or 
problems, with their anfwers; but without the operations, to 
exercife trigonometry, and heights and diftances. In fed. rt. 
and 4. part II. are many new definitions and figures. In fea. 
1. part V. is an entire new treatife on the theory and pra@ice 
of land-furveying, on a new plan, better adapted to prac- 
tice and the purpofes of teaching than any other we have yet 
feen. “Various improvements are alfo made in fe& 2. and 3. on 
caik-gauging, and meafuring the works of artificers ; as alfo in 
the fourth or laft fection, on timber-meafuring, with many addi- 
tional practical queftions, for exercifes toall the rules or precepts. 

Thus improved, the whole forms a complete treatife on the 
ufeful and various branches of menfuration, both in theory and 
practice. 





Trads by Warburton, and a Warburtonian; not admittedinto the 
Colle@ions of their refpeBive Works. 8vo. 55.. in Boards. 
Dilly. | | 

HE Traéts of Warburton, re-publifhed in this volume, 
are Mifcellaneous Tranflations in Profe and Verfe, original- 

ly printed in the year 1724, together with 4 Critical and Pbi- 
8 | . lofophical 





















Tradts by Warburteis ats 
bofophical Enquiry into the Caufes of Prodigies and Miracles, pub- 


lifhed three years afterwards. As they are not admitted into 
the late fplendid edition of the bifhop’s works, their appears 
ance in this form, after the lapfe of fo many years had ren- 
dered it difficult to procure them, mutt afford {fatisfaction to 
every man, who, knowing the talents and erudition which 
diftinguifhed the author’s maturer years, withes to mark the 
gradual expanfion of his mind, and the accumulation of thofe 
treafures with which it was ftored. 

The 7ra&s, by a Warburtonian, are, 4 Différtation on the 
Delicacy of Friendfoip, addreffed to Dr. Jortin, and A Letier 
to Dr. Thomas Leland, in fupport of Warburton’s idea of an 
infpired language, as delivered in his Dorine of Grace. The 
differtation was firft fent into the world in 1755, and was fole- 
lowed by the letter in 1764. Though both anonymous, they 
have been generally afcribed to the right rev. prelate, who 
was formerly the friend of Warburton, and js hereafter to ap- 
pear as his biographer. Of the Letter to Dr. Leland fome 
account may be feen in the XVIII. volume of our Review * ; 
to which, and to the Traéts themfelves, we rather choofe to 
refer our readers, than by recurring to the Hiftory of the War- 
burtonian Controverfy, encourage any attempt to renew it. 
Our unwillingnefs to do this forbids us alfo either to praife 
or cenfure the fpirit by which the Editor of the Tra@s ape 
pears to have been actuated. But from fuch writing as is 
every where confpicuous in the dedication and preface, nei- 
ther literary jealoufy on the one hand, nor the love of lite- 
rary peace on the other, can withhold commendation as uni-- 
verfal as it is deferved. 

Our Editor dedicates the Tra&s by a Warburtonian to 2 
learned critic; and under that title addreffes bifhop Hurd in 
aftyle, which, poffefling all the force and feverity of Junius, 
is animated by bolder imagery, and polifhed, if poffible, in- 
to greater elegance. On a literary fubjeét, this imagery is 
often properly drawn from claffical and philofophical reading, 
and from the hiftory, if we may fo exprefs ourfelves, of cri- 
ticifm and of critics: nor can thofe to whom fuch fources 
are at all acceflible, ever hope for a.richer affemblage of all 
that is energetic and beautiful in compofition.. Where the 
whole is fo good, itis difficult to fele& any parts fuperior to 
the reft: we fhall therefore confult our own feelings, by 
making choice of thofe which thew the editor can be candid 
as well as fevere; and that, if in the delineation of characters, 
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he may fométiimes be thought partial, his partiality is che re~ 
falt of a heart enthufiaftic-in the defence of thofe whofe in- 
juries, whether real or imaginary, it has long been accuftom- 
ed to deplore. The following compliment to the bifhop of 
Worcefter is, indeed, highly ornamented: but its beft orna- 
ment, in our opinion, is the manly candour which fpeaks in 
every part of it. 


‘Let me, fays he, however, commend both you and the 
bifhop of Gloucefter, where commendation is due: and let me 
beftow it, not with the thrifty and penurious meafure of a critic 
by profeffion, nor yet, with the coldnefs and languor of an en- 
vious antagonift, bur, with the ardent gratitude of a man, whom, 
after many a painful feeling of wearinefs and difguft, you have 
refrefhed unexpectedly, and whom, as if by fome fecret touch 
of magic, you have charmed and overpowered with the moft 
exquifite fenfe of delight. Yes, my lord, in a few lucky and 
lucid intervals between the paroxyfims of your polemical frenzy, 
all the laughable and all the loathfome fingulariries which floated 
upon the furface of your diction, have in a moment vanifhed, 
while, in their ftead, beauties equally ftriking from their fud- 
dennefs, their originality, and their fplendour, have burft in a 
§¢ flood of glory” upon the aftonifhed and enraptured reader. 
Often has my mind hung with fondnefs and with admiration 
over the crowded, yet clear and luminous galaxies of imagery 
_ diffufed through the works of bifhop Taylor, the mild and un- 
fullied luftre of Addifon, the variegated and expanded elo- 
quence of Burke, the exuberance and dignified e:fe of Middle- 
ton, the gorgeous declamation of Bolingbroke, and the majettic 
energy of Johnfon. But if I were to do juftice, my lord, to 
the more excellent parts of your own writings and of Warbur- 
ton’s, I fhould fay that the Englifh language, even in its wi- 
deft extent, cannot furnifh paflages more ftrongly marked, ei- 
ther by grandeur in the thought, by felicity in the expreffion, 
by paufes varied and harmonious, or by full and fonorous pe- 
riods.’ 


- From the preface we fhall only tranfcribe the character of 
Jortin ; and we fhall tranfcribe it without a fingle remark ; 
fince, to adopt the glowing language of the learned editor, 
¢ He that can read fuch paffages without rapture, muft fufpeét 
the fincerity of his own benevolence. He that fpeaks of them 
without approbation, muft renounce his pretenfions to im- 
Partiality or tafte, to exactnefs of diferimination, or delicacy 
of feeling.’ 

¢ As to Jortin, whether I look back to his verfe, to his profe, 
to his critical, or to his theological works, there are few authors 
. to whom T am fo much indebted for rational entertaivment, or 
for folid inftruétion. Learned he was, without pedantry. He 
“was ingenious without the affectation of fingulanty. He was a 
lover 
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lover of truth, without hovering over the gloomy aby {s of fcep- 
ticifm, anda "friend to free-enquiry, without roving into the 
dreary and pathlefs wilds of latitudinarianifm. He hada heart, 
which never difgraced the powers of his underftanding. With a 
lively imagination, an elegant tafte, and a judgment ‘mott maf 
culine and moft correct, he united the artlefs and amiable negli- 
gence ofa f{chool-boy. Wit without ill- -nature, and fenfe without 
effort, he could, at will, fcatier upon every fubjeét; and in 
every book, the writer prefents ws with a near and diftiact view 
of the real man. 


ut omnis 
Votiva pateat tanquam défcripta tabella ' 
Vita fenis. Hor. Sat. 1. lib. 2. 


* His ftyle, though artificial, is fometimes elevated : though 
familiar, it isnever mean; and though employed upon various 
topics of theology, ethics, and criticifm, it is not arrayed in 
any delufive refemblance, either, of folemnity, from fanatical 
cant, of profoundnefs from fcholuftic j jargon, of precifion, from 
the crabbed formalities of cloudy philologifts, or of refinement, 
from the technical babble of frivolous connoiffeurs. 

‘ At the fhadowy and fleeting reputation which is fometimes 
gained by the petty frolics of literary vanity, or the mifchiev- 
ous flruggles of controverfial rage, Jortin never gratped. Truth, 
which fome men are ambitious of feizing by furprize in the 
tracklefs and dark recefs, he was content to overtake in the 
broad and beaten path; and inthe purfuit of it, if he does not 
excite our aflonifhment by the rapidity of his ftrides, he, at 
leaft, fecures our confidence by the firmnefs of his ftep. To the 
examination of pofitions advanced by other men, he alw ays 
brought a mind, which nocither prepoifeffion had feduced, nor 
malevolence polluted. He impo‘ed not his own conjectures a$ 
anfallible and irrefittible truths, nor endeavoured to give an air 
of importance to trifies, by dogmatical vehemence. He could 
fupport his more ferious opinions, without the verfatility of a fo- 
phiit, the fiercenefs of a difputant, or the impertinence of.a 
buffoon—more than this—he could reling wilh or correét them 
with the calm and fleady dignity of a writer, who, while he 
yielded fomething to the arg uments of his antagonilts, was con{- 
cious of retaining enough to command their refpect. He had 
too much difcernment to confound difference of opinion with 
malignity or dullnefs, and too much candour to infult, where 
he could not perfuade. Though his fenfibilities were neither 
coarfe nor fluggifh, he yet was exempt from thofe fickle hu- 
mours, thofe rankling jealoufies, and that reftlefs waywardue(s, 
which men of the brighteft talents are too prone to indulge, 
He carried with him, into every ftation in which he was plac- 
ed, and every fubject which he explored, a folid greatnefs of 
foul, which could fpare an inferior, though in the offentive form 
wf an adverfary, and endure an equal with, or without, the " 
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ered name of friend, The importance of commendation, as well 
to him who beftows, as to him who claims it, he eflimated not 
only with juttice, but with delicacy, and therefore he neither 
wantonly lavifhed it, nor withheld it aullerely. But invective 
he neither provoked nor feared; and, as to the feverities of 
contempt, he referved them for occations where alone they 
could be empioyed with propriety, and where, by himfelf, they 
always were employed with effect—for the chaflifement of arrd- 
gant dunces, of cenforious fciolifts, of intolerant bigots in every 
fet, and unprincipled impoftors in every profeffion.’ 


- 
Obfervations upon the late National Embarrafment, and the Pro- 


ceedings in Parliament relative to the fame. By Fobn Lewis 
de Lolme, LL.D. 8vo. 15.6d. Debrett. 


ME: De Lolme’s judicious Treatife on the Conftitution of 

England muft always procure a favourable reception to 
whatever obfervations he publifhes on that interefting fubjec ; 
efpecially ata time of great public embarraffment, and when dif- 
ferent opinions are maintained with regard to the forms of proce- 
dure in political meafures of the utmoft importance to the na- 
tion. We therefore took up the produétion with a degree of 
predilection for its author, and have given it {uch an attentive 
perufal as was due to the celebrity of his name. 

M. De Lolme fets out with obferving that the queftions by 
which the attention is at the prefent time * engaged, have been 
mifunderftood in regard to three ppints : viz. ‘ 1. The king’s 

refent fituation, that is to fay, his political fituation, has not 
been confidered in the propereft light. 2. The legal claims of 
the heir-apparent have been mifreprefented. 3. The legal fitu- 
ation and claims of the parliament, at the prefent junéture, have 
alfo been miftated, 

In refpeét to the firft of thefe propofitions, the author endea- 
vours to fhow, that the fituation of his majefty, during the late 

olitical contefts, could not be properly termed a cafe of Secknefs 
or infirmity, nor of infancy. He likewife obferves, that it could 
not be compared to a coinmon cafe of ab/ence, fech as that of 
Don Sebaftian, king of Portugal, or king Richard I. of England, 
The author has taken much pains to illuftrate the particular na- 
ture of thofe feveral cafes, and to evince a general diffimilitude 
between each of them and that of his majeity. 

Proceeding to difcuffions of a more important nature, the au- 
thor puts the following queftion : 
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* This pamphlet was written previoutly to the 23d of Janyary lait. 
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* Is the parliament now affembled at Weftminfter entitled to 
affume the royal authority ? Are they to be confidered in the 


fame light with the Convention parbament who were litting at 
the time of the Revolution in the year 1688 ?” 


M. De Lolme enters not immediately upon the confideration 
of the firft part of this queftion ; but begins with drawing a com: 
parifon between the parliament now affembled at Weitminfter, 
and the Convention-parliament of the year 1688 ; fhowing that 
the latter was a felf-named parliament, that is to fay, a parlia- 
ment named by the people of their own accord, in confequence, 
not of regal writs, but of circular letters fent round the coun- 
try among themfelves. It was likewife peculiar to the conven- 
tion-parliament, that no pericd, except that of their own choice, 
was prefcribed to its duration. ‘The prefent parliament, on the 
contrary, was called together by a king, in confequence of writs 
iffued from a king, and it is dependent both upon the life and 
will of the king. , 

M. De Lolme afterwards alks, « Upon what ground are the 
prefent parliament proceeding to aflume the royal authority ?? 
He obferves, that fince they have averred that the king’s autho- 
rity continues entire, they cannot aflume, or any how meddle 
with, fuch etéve authority, otherwife than by virtue of a king’s 
truft and charge to that purpofe. ‘ How, then, adds he, have 
the parliament proved fuch general truit from the king?’ To 
this queftion we fhall fubjoin the anfwer, in the auther’s own 
words. 


« They have proved the fame, not bY means of any writing 
from the king, exprefflive of fuch truft: the parliament have 
grounded the general truft they claim, upon circumftances : 

they have, it appears, grounded this truit upon the circumftance 
of the king having originally called them together,—of his hav- 
ing met them at different times,—and of his ha: ing appointed 


them to meet him onthe 2oth day ot laft November; on which 


day they did accordingly aflemble. Thefe circumitances fup- 
ply no bad plea or claim: the parliament have confidered them 


‘as amounting to a king’s general truft for governing his king- 


dom, and exerciling his royal authority in his namex this truft 
they have accepted; and they are accordingly preparing to dif- 
charge the fame, and exercife the royal authority.’ 


M. de Lolme, affuming as a principle, that the parliament 
has accepted from the king the general truft of governing the 
kingdom in his name, fets himfelf next to enquire into the con- 
fequences of this fituation ; contending that, according to an act 
of the legiflature, paffed in 1705, all the members of the prefent 
parliament have, if/o fa4o, vacated their feats, by accepting an 
office under the authority of the crown, Thus, admitting the 
P 4 fac 














216 Obferwations upon the late National Embarraffinent. 


faé&t to be as ftated by M. De Lolme, there would refult this 
very extraordinary conclufion, namely, that the parliament, by 
the very act of accepting a power become neceffary for the ex- 
iftence of government, were rendered abfolutely incapable of 
exercifing that power. M. De Lolme, we are perfuaded, knows 
fufficiently well, itis a maxim in logic, that if an abfurd con- 
clufion be fairly deduced from preceding propofitions, the pre- 
' mifes muft be erroneous; and this, we think, is evidently the 
cafe with regard to the fubjeé& now before us. On the late ex- 
traordinary emergency, the parliament had not affumed to them- 
felves any power, as a truft from the king, but really as a truft 
from the conftitution ; the very exiftence of government depend~ 
ing upon their determination at that crifis. Subftituting, there- 
fore, this alteratien in our author’s propofition, the whole of the 
political embarraffment, which he has fo ingenioufly delineated, 
will be entirely removed. 


Our author, in treating of the regency, obferves, ‘ if a cer- 
tain number of affociates are joined to the regent, under the name 
of a Council of Regency, this council will be liable to difayree 
among themfelves: therefore, how will they fecure a profpec 
of bringing national matters to a final union ¢? | 


The fame objection which M, De Lolme makes ta a Council 
of Regency, might be applied to the Privy Council, which he 
¢ertainly does not regard as inexpedient in the Britifh conftitu- 
tion. 

_ The following extraé contains our author’s opinion relative to 
the right of the heir-apparent, 


‘ He has a right to interfere with that authority in the capa- 
city of a partner, or an affiftant, to that authority, —an affiftant 
named, and pointed out, and provided beforehand, by the law 
of the country, for the purpofe of fupplying the deficiency of 
the perfon with whom the actual management of the royal au- 
thority is entrufted : it is here meant to fpeak of the cafe ofa 
thorough deficiency, when neither orders nor directions of any 
kind can poflibly be received from the perfon to whom this royal 
authority is trufted. In fuch a cafe it is not only the right, 
‘but it is alfo the duty of the heir apparent to come forth and 
offer his affiftance; he is like, a perfon purpofely fet apart, and 
relied upon by the law, for fuch an occafion. The meaning of 
his being an heir apparent, 1s pofitively that he is invefted with 
the office we mention, namely, of fupplying the thorough defi- 
ciency, or thorough abfence, an abfence amounting to death, 
or fulpicion of death, of the perfon entrufted with the manage- 
ment of the royal authority,’ | aeths ie ag 
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‘The opinion above expreffed, relative to the right of the heir- 
apparent, is founded, indeed, upon a /idera/ conftruction of the 
term; but fuch a one, neverthelefs, as is repugnant to analogy, 
re{peéting heirs in general, and totally unfupported by precedents 
in the Britifh hiftory. We appeal to M. De Lolme himfelf, 
whether it be not likewife inconfiftent with the genius of the Bri- 
tith government. 

We have frequently had occafion, and ‘have always embraced 
the opportunity with pleafure, to repeat our commendation of 
M. De Lolme’s capital work mentioned in the beginning of the 
prefent article. He has furveyed the conftitution of England 
with the eye of a politician and a philofopher, uninfluenced by 
every confideration but that of impartial enquiry. We there- 
fore cannot avoid exprefing a defire, that in delivering his fen- 
timents on fubjects of political conteft, he would guard with the 
utmoft caution againit efpoufing the caufe of any party, left his 
authority, if warped with prejudices, fhould miflead, inftead of 
informing, any reader who repofed an implicit confidence in his 
judgment. 





—_——. 


An Anfwer 10 Mr. De Lolme’s Obfervations on the late National 
Embarrafiment. By Neptune. 80. 15, 6d. Stockdale. 


HIS author examines the Obfervations with more minutenefs 
than was perhaps neceffary, upon a fubject where M. De 
Lolme feems to have abandoned the plain road of political en- 
quiry, for a train of metaphyfical diftin@tions. ‘That, in this 
difpute, he has the fuperiority of M. De Lolme, is a point which 
admits of little doubt ; but while we make this acknowlegement, 
we muft exprefs our entire difapprobation of that perfonal acri- 
mony which appears in feveral parts of the production before us. 
In general, the author argues with juftnefs, but in warmth he is 
much too intemperate. 








FOREIGN ARTICLE. 


Examen d? ua Livre entitulé * Confiderations fur la Guerre afuclle 


des Furcs, par M. Volney.” Par M. de Pevffonel, ancien C onful 


general de France @ Smyrne. Paris. 


S we gave fome account of M. Volney’s work, volume 
A LXIV. p. 131, we have taken the earlie{t opportunity to 
examine M. de Peyffonel’s very particular, and fometimes acri- 
monious reply to it.. M. Volney’s information was confeffed| 
collected from what he faw during a fhort ftay in the different 
provinces; M. de Peyffonel refided for along time in the 
¢apital; the former faw only appearances of weaknefs, of a 

a corupt 
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corrupt adminiftration, of little difcipline, and lefs fubordination ; 
while the other, at the fource of power, at the fountain of au- 
thority, perceived a Iefs turbid ftream cirecied into its various 
channels by a tteadier hand. In ths inftance, we have not 
confidered the prejudices of each author, the medium that co- 
lours or obfeures the profpect ; and we think tha: each of thefe 
antagonifts have been mifled by its hue. But we fhall follow 
M. Peyffonel at fome diftance, and point out a few of the moit 
important objections to M. Volney’s reprefentations. 

* M. Volney’s work (fays his crit:c) is very well written: if 
his facis are exact, his principles true, its confequences juit, it 
is an additional merit: if the facts are falfe or d ttorted, the 
principles erroneous, and the confequences drawn without pre- 
ciffon, it is an additional fault.’ This, therefore, is the text on 
which M. de Peyffonel expatiates: he examines the fads, the 
principles, and the confequences; but when he has weighed 
them in his balance, they are found wanting. It is obferved 
that M. Volney is little acquainted with the O:toman hiftory, 
with the laws, the alliances, and even the geography of the 
Turkifh empire.. He fpeaks, for inftance, of what the Grand 
Signor has ceded fince the peace of Kainardgik, whea, in reality, 
every thing was given up by that treaty.. The confanguinity 
which M. Volney mentions between the houfe of Othman and 
the Tartarian princes, M. de Peyflonel vbferves is wholly ima- 

inary. He fpeaks of the execution of Gifkas, formerly hof- 
podar of Moldavia, as an affaffination, though he was clearly 
convicted of treachery, and correfponding with the enemies of 
the Porte. 

There is but one law, fays M. Volney, and that law forbids 
an alliance with intidels ; but M. Pe) flonel, with too captious 
exception, requires him to produce the law: that author meant 
that it was their chief maxim, or the firft princ ple of their con- 
duct. Mahomet, fays he, was in all ance with a Jewifh tribe 
againft the Courifchites ; Solyman with Francis I.: and the 
Porte has at different times, we fuppofe they have at prefent, 
treaties of alli.nce with Sweden and Poland. Its capitulations, 
adds M. Peyflonel, with France, Kngland, Holland, Sweden, 
and Denmark, are treaies of triendfhip and commerce, which 
the Turkith smbaffadors fwore on the fouls of their anceltors, to 
keep ; their mott facred and inv‘olate oath, which the (uccetiors 
of the calipbs would not have pronounced, if it had been illegal. 
M. Volney fays, that Vienna was telieged by the famous vilir 
Kiuperli; but from the facts adduced in this examinaijon, the 
account appears to be erroneous. ‘I he Turks treat the French, 
fays M. Volney, with the greateft contempt ; but in anfwer, it 
1s alleged, that in all the treaties, the Emperor is prodigal ot his 
titles and his compliments to the king of Fiance: words, as 
Voltaire fays, coft nothing. Amony the herd of tultans alfo, 
fince Solyman the Firft, our author finds many wife and valiant, 
though M. Volney had, with fome juflice, bianded them all 
withthe ftigma of luxury and effemiuacy. 

But 
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But it would be ufelefs to fight with this violent and faftidious 
antagonift, over every {pot of the ground where he finds fome- 
thing tooppofe andtocontradict. Let the fields be fertile, as they 
would certainly be under a free government, for the foil and the 
climate are in general excellent ; let the artizans be ingeni- 
ous, the army brave; the refources inexhauftible : on each 
fubjeét the picture is different, and frequently the truth lies 
between ; but we muft now follow the political part of the 
work, in which we formerly confidered M. Volney as too hafty, 
and we think fo ftill, though the fall of Choczim and Oczakow 
have given the femblance of credit to his predictions, a femblance 
leffened by recolleéting the dear raie at which they have been 
purchafed, 

M. Peyffonel examines the political part of his antagonift’s 
work with fome precifion ; he endeavours to reduce the queftion 
to felf-evident truths, and combats the ideal profpect of M. Vol- 
ney by a more faithful picture of the different fituations at pre» 
fent. He fuppofes that every nation is interefted in prevent- 
ing empires from becoming too large and too powerful ; in 
checking the growth of a huge giant, whofe power will fubdue 
whatever may be within his reach. Europe owes her minute 
divifions to this attentive care of the balance of power ; but fhe 
owes to it alfo a reftlefs watchfulnefs, which keeps her always 
unhappy, and bloody as well as expenfive wars, which drain 
her riches. M. Peyflonel anfwers the political reflections of his 
antagonift refpecting the feparate interefts of Spain, England, 
and Germany, fhorily, and referves his whole power for the 
queftion relating to France, who would feel, he fufpecis, the 
greateft injuries, if the Furkifh empire were fubdued and di- 
vided. 

What M. Volney calls the effeéts of ancient habits, our pre- 
fent author bas fhewn to be a feries of political connections of 
the greateft importance, ever fince the reign of Solyman I; and 
he concludes, with fome juftice, that the friendfhip mutt be truly 
valuable, which fo many monarchs, differing in their other plans, 
have cherifhed with fo much care. The prefent weaknefs ot 
the Turks is no greater argument againft this connection than. 
the weaknefs of the French would have been in 1763 (errone- 
oufly faid 1756) if the Grand Signior had endeavoured at that, 
time to break through the ties of the alliance. The other argu- 
ments drawn from the change of fituation, the perfidy of Turk- 
ifh politics, different alliances and confanguinities ; above ail,, 
what appears fingularly unpleafing to the author of the exami- 
nation, the contemptuous treatment of France, and even her 
ambafladors in Turkey, are anfwered at fome length, and with 
no little feverity. 

M. Volney has afferted that the Mediterranean powers are 
indifferent to the conquefts of the Ruffians. The little inconfi- 
derable republic of Ragufa fhowed, in the laft war, a very dif. 
ferent fpirit. When the Ruffian fleet arrived in the Archipelago, 
they infifted on the republic receiving the line of bartle fhip in 
Its 
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its harbour. On their refufal, the Ragufan fhips were captured, 
the harbour blocked up, and the city threatened with a bom- 
bardment. This little ftate, which fcarcely contains 65,000 
‘men, continued firm, prepared for an obitinate defence, and 
nominated an ambafiador to Peterfburgh. The count de Ragni 
wenton this commifiion at his own expence ; but, without being 
admitted to an audience, was referred to count Orloff, then ac 
Pifa. On his going away, the emprefs fent him a bafon full of 
rubles ; he took only one, and returned the reft: when he met the 
count, he was informed that a preliminary to the treaty was the 
eftablifhment of the Greek church at Ragufa; but Ragni anfwere 
ed, ¢ I am forbid to hear any propofition of this kind; ber Impe- 
rial majefty may bombard Ragufa; but to the moment of her 
deftruction, the republic will accept of no condition coritrary 
to her treaties with the Porte.’ 

The reftoration of the arts, the genius, and the liberty of 
Greece, isa fplendid obje& in M. Voiney’s plan. Our author ar- 
gues patriotically, as a Frenchman, and hangs M. Volney on the 
horns of a dilemma. Either the induitry, the progrefs of agri- 
culture, the arts, the manufactures, the population, and confe- 
quently the power of Greece, under its new fovereigns will 
increafe, when the confequences of this pro!perity will be fatal 
to us; or Greece will remain poor, inactive, and contemptible, 
when it will not be eafy to fay, that fhe has gained by the change, 
We are convinced, however, that M. Volney can efcape from 
this difficulty with no great exertionof ingenuity. 

The deftruétion of the beautiful remains of antiquity are of- 
ten traced to the moment when the crefcent was victorious in 
Greece ; but ’M. Peyffonel is of a very different opinion, and at- 
tributes thefe fatal devaftations to inconfiderate Chriltians, to the 
weak and tumuituary reigns of the later emperors, to the anarchy 
aud confufion in confequence of difputed fucceffions. We have 
lately travelled over thefe fpots with the phiiofophical and en- 
lightened Gibbon, we have looked at them with the en:ertain- 
ing and elegant lady Craven; and though we allow, with our 
author, that enthutiaftic Chriffians and tumultuary mobs begun 
the havoc, the Turkifh governors continued and almoft com- 
pleted it. We cannot attribute to the Chriflians the weak, 
depreffed ftate of thofe among whom fcience, aris, and litera- 
ture, blazed with its greateft luftre, and whofe brilliancy was 
nly obfcured by monarchy, though it was totally loft by that 
worft of defpotifm, fubordinate tyranny. 

Let us, however, follow M. Peyffonel more clofely in his con- 
clufion. *M. Volney (fays he) has given his reafons why France 
fhould avoid war ; becaufe, ** if it be wndertaken for the fake of 
commerce, it will coft more than it will bring in return; if un- 
dertaken for conqueft, as nuch will be lott by fuccefs as by de- 
feat.”” I have, in an{wer to him, given the reafons why France 
thould not’ nezlect any means of hindering the revolution, be- 
eause it can never be wife for her, or for any European power, te 
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fuffer two Colofftifes to arife, in comparifon with which fhe will 
be a pigmy ; becaufe a wife government fhould confider of its 
nature fafety, and guard again{t future oppreffion ; becaufe at 
a time when men fight only for commerce, and mercantile ar- 
rangements influence every cabinet, it is proper to preferve our 
cominerce, which can alone fupport our population, our jnduf- 
try, our land-forces, our marine, and our /uperiority. M. Vel- 
ney will perhaps tell me that philofophy and humanity are 
alarmed ; but if the defigned revolution be affected, what will 
mankind gain? The refiftance of the powers who will oppofe 
this boafted change, will produce long and dreadful wars. Nu- 
merous nations wiil only change their mafters ; the avarice of 
the conquerors will pillage them after they are fubdued; and 
perhaps under this new yoke they will only regret their former 
tyrants. Philofophy and humanity will perceive, though too 
late, that the politician underftands their interefts better than 
themfelves ; that without being inattentive to their precepts, he 
only prattifes them, after having provided for the furety of the 
ftates to be governed. They will at laft thed bitter tears for 
having caufed the misfortunes of mankind.’ 

We can praife M. Peyffonel for his language, and the anima- 
tion with which he has enlivened the controverfy ; but, through 
the who!le, we perceive the dictates of intereft and prejudice. 
We have blamed M. Volney’s precipitancy, though we: mutt 
cenfure the blind zeal of his antagonift in favour of a people and 
a government whofe maximsand conduét, philofophy and huma- 
nity will always hold in abhorrence. 


—— 
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(Continued from p. 145.) 


S an Appendage to our fketch of Philofophy, we fhall now 

endeavour to follow M. de Sauffure in his laft journey to 

the Alps, and to give fome account of his philofophical experi- 

ments in that exalted region, where the fteadinefs of an air- 

balloon might be equally advantageous, but where the precari- 

ous fituation of the operator, his fhort ftay, and his confined 
limits, are alike unfuitable to calm enquiry. 

This very celebrated philofopher, fome months fince, an- 
nounced his intended journev ; and as it was common to reach 
the tops of mountains early in the morning, and to quit them 
before night, the different travellers confequently found them- 
felves in the fame fpot at the fame hours ; fo that the flate of the 
air at other hours, and during the night, was unknown: this 
deficiency he wifhed to fupply, by remaining long enough to 
obferve the variations of the meteorological inftruments through 
whole days, and to examine the'different meteors, as wind and 


rain, at the moment of their formation. Different experiments 
alfo 








222 Forgton Lirerary INTELLIGENCE. 


alfo which he had defigned to try on Mount Blanc, but which 
were prevented by the neceffary fhortnefs of his ftay, might then 
becompleted, The difficulty was to find a {pot elevated 1800 toifes, 
without fnow, where the winds ard the meteors migkt be uninter- 
ruptedly objerved. At lafta place was fixed on in the newly difco- 
vered road from Chamouni to Courmayeur, pafling by the Talcul. 
It was called the Col de Geant, fince it led to a fharp pointed rock 
called the Geant, and was really diftinct from theTalcul. Ie 
proved, however, ro be but 1763 toifes in height, about two miles 
and a quarter. Here a hovel was built, and the other apart- 
ments were turnifhed by tents carried with them, fince different 
inftruments were required, and it was neceflary that fome fhou!d 
be kept diitinét from the others, particularly the magnetometer 
and the variation-compafs. Their paflage was, as ufual, dit- 
ficult and dangerous: they were alarmed with the cry of ‘ rope, 
rope,’ and found ove of their guides had fallen into a ravine 60 
feet deep, over which he had endeavoured to walk, feduced by 
a thin and infecure cruft of fnow and ice. Alexis Balmat, the 
unfortunate futlerer, we fufpect the firit who afcended Mont 
Blanc, was, however, recovered without any material injury, 
fince he had found a fupport at about thirty feet from the furface; 
and they arrived at laft at the Giant’s Neck,. where their hovel 
was difcovered to be pervious to the fnow, narrow and inconve- 
nient ; their inftruments injured by the drynefs of the airin their 
journey, andtheir more immediate profpeéts gloomy and un- 
comfortable. Such, however, was their chofen fituation: they 
pitched their tents, repaired their inftruments, and began to pre- 
pare for their obfervations. ‘The enfuing night they flept well, 
‘and in the next day, the 4th of July. fixed their magnetometer 
and compafs, fecured their tents, and prepared for the ftorm 
which feemed toimpend. The tremendous fcene which follow- 
ed we fhall defcribe in our author’s own words. 


¢ About an hour after midnight the wind rofe from the fouth- 
weft, apd blew with fuch violence that I expected every moment 
the hovel, where my fon and I lay, would have been carried 
away. ‘The wind was peculiar in this refpeét, that it was pe- 
riodically interrupted by the moft perfect calm; an4, in this 
interval, we heard it roar in the valley below us. But thefe 
calms were followed by gutts of inexpreffible violence: they 
were redoubled ftrokes like difcharges of cannon ; and we even 
felt the mountain vibrate under our matraffes. The wind pierced 
the joints of our wa'ls, and once lifted up all my cloaths, and 
chilled me from the head to the feet. It was a little calm at 
break of day, but the ftorm returned foon, accompanied with 
{now, which entered our hut on every fide. We then flew to 
one of the tents, where we were more fecurely protected. The 
guides were conftantly obliged to hold the cords, left the wind 
fhould {weep the whole away. Ar feven in the morning hail 
and thunder were added to the wind; and the claps fucceeded 
ach other without interruption. One flroke was fo near us; that 
; we 
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we heard diftin@ly the fp»rk crackling along the moiftened cloth 
of ourtent, at the back of the fpot where my fon fat. The air 
was fo full of eletricity, that if I put out for a moment the point 
of the conduétor of my electrometer, the balls diverged fo far 
as the thread wou'd allow; and, at almoft every explofion, the 
electricity changed from pofitive to negative, or the contrary, 
To form fome idea of the intenfity of the wind, I fhall only fay 
that our guides, choofing the moment of calm to fetch fome pro- 
vifion from the other tent, not eighteen paces diftant, were 
twice ftopped by a violent blaft, and efcaped only by clinging 
to a rock, which they luckily found near them. They femain- 
ed in that pofition, with their cloaths blown over their heads, 
and their bodies bruifed by the pelt:ng of the pitilefs ftorm, til 
a temporary calm yermitted them to proceed,’ 


About mid-day the weather cleared up, and our travellers 
were well pleafed to find that their cabin, miferable as it appear- 
ed, was ft ll proof to the violenceof the ftorm and the combination 
of eve:y element. They continued with ardour their preparations, 
and their obfervations; the younger M. S:auflure was. engaged from 
four to feven o’clo.k; and the father from feveu in the morn- 
ing to midnight. In this full employment the time paffedon 
with rapidity ; but in bad weather the cold was exceflive, as 
well as in the evenings of even the fineft days. Almoft every 
evening a bla{t of wind came from the north weft, where rocks 


_covered with fnow hung over them; and this wind, often ac- 


companicd with fnow and hail, was extremely cold. The warmeft 
cloaths or the thickeft furs were of little confequence ; and their 
hovel, always penetrated by the wind, could not be warmed by 
their infignificant ftoves, where the fire, from the rarefaction of 
the air, would with difficulty burn. If they had been higher 
the cold would have been worle; but they were now 180 toifes 
above the top of the Buet, formerly thought the highett accef- 
fible fummit of the Alps. 

About ten o’clock the wind ufually grew calm; and then our’ 
author, leaving his fon afleep, went to the tent of the vafiation: 
compafs, wrapt in furs, with a warm ftone under his feet, to 
tranicribe his remarks. He went out occafionally to obferve the 
heavens, and bisinftruments. ‘¢ Thefe hours of retirement and 
contemplation appeared to me, he fays, inexpreffibly pleafant 
F returned to lay down by the fide of my fon, and flept better than 
on my bed in the plain.’ 

‘ The fixteenth, and laft evening,’ for we fhall again follow 
our «uthor’s words, ‘ that we fpent on the mountain, was ex- 
tremely beautiful; it feemed as if thefe towering pics were une 
willing that we fhould leave them without regret. The cold’ 
wind, which ufually rendered the evenings fo unpleafant, did 
not blow. The clitts which rofe in dominion over vs, and the 
{now which divided them, was coloured with the moft beautiful: 
fhades of the rofe and of carmine:. all the horizon of Italy 
feemed furrounded with 2-large purple girdle; and the fulk 
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moon rofe above this band, with the majefty of a queen, anda 
hue of the moft beautiful vermillion. The air around us was fo 
perfectly pure and limpid, as Homer defcribes that of Olympus 
to have been, while the valleys, filled with condenfed vapours, 
feemed to be the refidence of ob{curity and darknefs, 

¢ But how fhall I paint the night which fucceéded this beau- . 
tiful evening when, after the twilight, the moon fhining alone 
in the heavens, threw ftreams of its filver light on the at circle 
of fnow, and rocks which furrounded our hut? How delight- 
ful and aftonifhing was the appearance of that fnow and that ice, 
whofe brillancy is infufferable in the light of the fun, when il- 
Tuminated by the foftened gleam of this noGturnaltorch! what 
a magnificent contra{t did thofe embrowned rocks of granite, 
fo boldly and clearly defined, form with the furrounding fnow! 
what a moment for meditation! For how many pains, how 
many moments, loft to pleafure, would not this fpectacle com- 
penfate? The foul is elevated; the mentsl views are more 
fublime; and, in the midit of this majeftic filence, we feem to 
hear the voice of nature, and to be entrufted with her moft fe- 
cret operations.” | 

The philofophical experiments on this mountain were ex- 
tremely curious. The latitude of the fpot was 45° 49’ 54”. 
Its longitude could not be afceitained, as the watch was injured 
inthe journey. As it was defigned to verify the different for- 
mulz for meafurement by the barometer, the height was deter- 
mined trigonometrically, and was found, as we have faid, to be 
1763 toifes above the Mediterranean, and 1223 toifes above the 
priory of Chamouni. From 865 ditferent obfervations of the 
barometer, the mean was nearly 19 inches (18 inches, 11 lines, 
and ,$§8§ of a linc). ‘The correfponding obfervations at Cha- 
mounl,gave for a mean 25 inches, and {92 of a line*. The 
mean heat of the air at this time on the mountain was 3° 63°, 
and at Chamouni 17° +253 of Reaumur. The height of the 
mountain above the priory is therefore, according to M. Trem- 
bley’s formula, 1207 toifes, that is 16 toifes too little ; accord- 
ing to M. de Luc, 1178 toifes, 45 toifes too little; a greater 
error than M. Tremb'ey’s by 2g toifes. From the obfervations 
made at Geneva, the height of the mountain is 1570 toifes above 
the level of the lake. It appears, therefore, that the barometer 
gave, according to M. Trembley’s method, the height within 
about 32 yards on the whole diftance; fo that the error was 
very little more than +}, part. ) 

The rocks are either mafles of granite, or of the foliated gra- 
nite, with the veins ufually found in rocks of the latter kind. 
‘The ftrata are vertical, or inclined a little from the north-eaft 
to the fouth-weft. The ftructure of ‘Mount Blanc is in no place 





* We have not reduced thefe meafures, fince the neareft numbers are 
fufficiently corre&t for common readers; and the reduction would be ufe- 
Jefs to calculators. It is wel] Known, we prefume, that a line is equal to one 
twelfth of an inch. ‘ ' . 
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fo confpicuotis as on the fide next the Col de Geant. Even un- 
der its pic, the edges of the vertical ftrata, of which the vatft 
mafs is compofed, are plainly vifible. The obferver cannot 
ealily be deceived, and the outer ftrata appear like planks piled 
apainfta wall. On this fide nothing which refembles the (couches 
renverfés) overturned ftrata, which flank the northern part, are 
to be difcovered. Between the laminz water filters, and, in 
freezing, frequently burtts them afunder. Scarce an hour paffed 
in which our obfervers did not hear a loud report from this 
caufe. The waters alfo produce rock-cryftals very brilliant and 
large, but rarely clear. Some cryftals of felt-fpar, of a rhom- 
boidal fhape, and encrufted with green earth, were fouind. This 
earth is often accumulated among the cryitals. In defcending 
they found a little bit of molybdzna cryftallized, in a ftone of 
the nature of granulated felt-tpar; this ftone formed a vein be- 
tween the {lrata of granite, and was tound on the fide of Cour- 
mayeur. 

‘The only animal which inhabits this aerial refidence is a black 
fpider ; andit was found under the ftones, But the travellers were 
vifited by three chamois (mountain goats) in their progrefs from 
the valley of Aofte in Savoy. They faw three kinds of birds, 
the pie de murailles (picus muralis, certhia murari:, Lin. the 
wall-creeper, or fpider-catcher of Edwards), fringilla albicans, 
Lin. (the fea-lark of Ray), and the Alpine choughs. The firft 
appeared only once ; but the laft made them frequent vifts, for 
as their refidence was between two glaciers, when the wind was 
on one fide the other was calm, and various infects, carried away 
in thoals by the winds, were picked up by thefe choughs. The 
only perfect plant was the diapentia Helvetica; and in every fhel- 
tered fpot, their white and purple flowers enlivened the rude 
appearance of the mountain: there were various lichens, which 
M. de Sauffure purpofes to ftudy at his leifure. 

The variation of the barometer was not contiderable; yet it 
was greateft on the mountain, lefs at Geneva, and leat of all 
in the intermediate fpot of Chamouni. It feems that the ftorm 
did not greatly affet the ftate of the air above or below ; it does. 
not appear that it reached even to Chamouni. The variation 
from its greateft to its leaft height was fearcely more than one 
fixth of aninch. When the progrefs of the different barometers 
is compared at different hours of the day, there were fome re- 
markable ciroumftances. On the hill, the barometer was lowe 
eft at eight in the morning, it rofe till two in the afternoon ; 
between two and four it defcended a little, andthen rofe during — 
the reft of the evening. At Geheva, it was higheft at eight, and 
funk till four, when it had reached it loweft point: it then rofe 
during the reft of the evening. The fame happened at Cha- 
mouni, where the diurnal variations ate the greateft ; and it is 
obfervable, that thefe variations are in the inverfe ratio of the” 
abfolute variations. M. de Luc, who,in part, made the fame 
obfervations, explains it in a way fufficiently fatisfactory. The 
Vos. LXVII. March, 1789. a. in- 
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increafing heat of the day, hefays, dilating the air of the plain, 
forces it to rife over the mountains; but as it rifes it is in fome 
meafure difperfed, and leffens, therefore, the weight over the lower 
barometer. ‘The fituation of Chamouni, in a confined valley, 
which occa%ons greater heat, and where the furrounding moun- 
tains prevent the difperfion, may caufe the peculiar appearances 
obferved at the Priory. We perceive that the time when the 
barometers are neareft together is about noon, and.this is the 
period which appears beft adapted for meafurements with this 
inftrument, if the heat did not in fome degree alfo influence the 
accuracy of the obf-rvations at this time. 
The loweft degree of the thermometer was 2°.2,0f Reaumur, 
about 274. (it was in July) of Fahrenheir, and the higheft.was 
8°.3, equal to about sot of Fahrenheit. Fromthe continued 
feries of obferyations it appeared that, on the mountain. as, well 
as in the plain, the coldeit period of the twenty-four hours, is 
four in the morning, or very nearly that of fun-rife; and,the 
hotteft period, in each, is two in the afternoon. At Chamouni, 
the hottefl period is at noon, probably from the reverberation 
ef heat from the mountains. Perhaps, more, accurately, the 
hotteft time in the former is between. one and two, and at the 
laft. place between twelve and one, The fun, our author ob- 
ferves, feems to aét with lefs farce on the mountains, fince the 
difference between the greateft.and leait heat is iefs. . The dif- 
ference (we may neglect the fractions) is at the Col de Geant 
o, at Chamouni 10°, andat Genevari®. We may alifofup- 
pofe that the difference between winter and fummer is. lefs on 
the mountains than on the plains; but in fummer, the.time 
when the heat approaches neareft to the mean heat of the day, 
ig on the mountain a little after fix in the.morning, and between 
fix and feven in the evening; at Chamoun, a little before eight 
in the morning, and towards, eight,.in. the evening ; at Gene- 
va, towards nine in the morning, and feven in the evening. 
While they were on the mountain in July,.the cold was nearly 
that of the preceding January at Geneva, Sassi 7 
Thefe obfervations are not curious only, for, as, M..Sauffure 
has fhown, they may be applied to ufejul aflronomical purpofes. 
M. Oriani, in his Aftronomical Effays for the laft year, at Mi- 
lan, has inferted a very interefling memoir on refractions; but 


’ be has fuppofed with Euler, thatthe heat of the, air, on which; 


us denfity depends, decreafes in an harmonical progrefficn; bue 
the progreffiop from thefe experiments appears tobe much more: 
rapid, and to approach very nearly to an arithmetical one. Our 
author fuppofes that it decreafes a.degree of Reaumur for every 
160 toifes, or nine degrees of Fahrenheit for every, 400 toifes,» 
that is pretty exactly qne degree of Fahsenheit to every ninety, 


‘five Englifh yards, If then this progreflion be.allowed, and,it: 


bé‘adinitted With M. Tremblay, that.a degree of Reaumur.can, 
condenfe the cold 1, part of its bulk, to find. it reduced,to.one. 
half its bulk, it will be neceflary to rife 13320 toifes,, fixe, and» 
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a half times a6 ‘high: as’ Mount Biane, M. Oriani makes this 
heigtt,’ froth his own cdfculation’) to be more, than double, or 
29448 toifes. “In Winter’ our author ‘obferyes. the ‘progfeffion 
muftbe lefs ta pid, for ‘reafons already affigriéd, “in: the lefs 
difference of the Pdat in‘ winter between that .of the mountains 
andthe plains. At this time 1 so" toifes only may be allowed 
for a decree of Reaumur, of 1424 Englifh yards for a degree 
of Fahrenheit.’ “Yer thefe variations do not probably go. to @ 
great height, and ‘at 6 or 7000 toifes ftom the earth, day and 
night, fuiriinet and‘ winter, are diftinguifhed by nearly th fame 
teniperattire. “ 

The next objec of our author’s attention is, a comparifon 
between the height of a thermometer in the air "and another in 
the fhade,ana fimilar fituation. Every precaution was taken to 
have thermometers acutely fenfible, and to prevent their being 
affeéted by a reflected fun, ajcircumftance which more often ins 
fluences meteorological obfervations than philofophers have hi- 
therto fufpected. “The mean difference from thirty<ninc obfer- 
vations, was about a degree and three fourths; ‘but it was -re- 
markable, that in fome inftances there was a difference of 4°,and 
in gthers none at all. M. de Sauffure arranged his obf{ervations, 
taken every two hours, regularly, and he found thatthe heuc 
when the fun feems to have leait activity in producing the dif- 
ferences that of noon; and the greateft influence appears "1 an 
the motning’and evefiing moft diftant from noon. M,;TP£vef- 
que; the uiual obferver’in thefe experimetits, placed at Cha- 
mount, found the famé refult; except’that the influence of thefup 
appeared’ little greatelat the Priory. ‘The mean‘differénee was 
thereborethan 2°, andthe greateft differerice abour 6°, while 
the. teat was fenfible,. and amounted to ,2of a deerce. This 
variation‘ furprifes ‘our author: it cannot, the’ thinks, proceed 
from the heat of the’ dir being more nearly €quat tu that of the 
fun; for; on the hill,-the°minimum of the vireét action does 
not cotrefpond ‘to the’ maximum of the heat of the air. The 
agitation of ithe air--may perhaps have more effect, fince the 
greatett differerives feém-to- be connected with the mot perfect 
calin 3‘ for‘the agitated ‘aitmay take away part of the heat com- 
municated by the fun It cannot be the neat’ of the air, expofed 
to the ation of the fun, that gives the appearance of greater 
heat to the thermothérer, finee even a flick held Between the 
thermometer and the fur has produced confiderable variations ; 
and the air can nevef ‘be fo calm as to be without a motion, which 
would be perceptible info finial! ‘a fpaces In fact, we fatpect 3 
that our author has looked tdo deep for thé caufe; and does not 
perceive, that in the thie and moft tranfpitrent ¢ glafs, the 
upper furface will reflec thé oblique rays. We Believe’ that the 
clofe contadt-of the mercary to the internal furface ‘may alfo’ 
make a,reflecting onés Ifthis be the cafe rhen,), the fhaded. and 
the. iljuminated thermometer ares at ‘Beat nearly 1 in the; fame 


flaté ; they both receive only be. reflected heat of the earth, : and 
the 
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the very little heat conducted by the imperfe& medium of theair-. 


When the rays are more oblique a greater number pafs through 
the mercury, and communicate a degree of heat which the fhad- 
éd thermometer is deprived of. However it may be, we think 
with our author and the beft obfervers,. that the thermometer 
examined with a view to corre the heights of mountains, found 
by the barameter, fhould be placed in the fhade ;. and that fome 
of the anomalies which M. de Lue difcovered, may. be attribut- 
éd to his thermometer being placed in the fun. 

~ [We hoped to have finifhed this very curious and philofuphi- 
cal narrative ; but its length, and other circumitances, oblige 
us to defer that part which remains. ] 
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POLITICAL 


Alfred; or, @ Narrative of the daring and illegal Meafures to fup- 
pref @ Pamphlet intitled Stridtures on the Declaration of Horne 
Tooke, F ‘fq. refpecting “* Her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of 
Wales,” commonly called Mrs. Fitzherberts With interefting 


* Remarks on a Regency. 8vo. 13. 6d. Printed for the 
Author. 


PEOHIS writer appears to be a zealous and wndaunted cham- 
| pion in the province of politics, which, indeed, he tra- 
verfes with a look and air peculiarly characteriftic of conviction 
in fentiment, as well as ungovernable ticence in the mode of de- 
claring it. He is an avowed admirer of the adminiftration of 
Mr, Pitt, and a. no lefs avowed contemner of thofe who are. 
ftyled the Oppofition. But what chiefly claims our notice, is 
the freedom with which he addreffes his royal highnefs the 
prince of Wales, anda lady, to whom, upon the authority of 
Mr. Horne Tooke, he gives the title of her royah highnefs the 
princefs of Wales... I: is difficult to fay, whether thefe parts of 
the pamphlet are.more diftinguifhed by an appearance of in- 
dignation, or afeverity of farcafm; but though he feemstofpeak 
the language of fincerity, we cannot but difapprove, in the 
ftrongeft terms, of his unjuftifiable vehemence. 

. Dr. Withers, the author now before us, had lately written a 
pamphlet, entitled, ‘ Strictures on the Declaration of Horne 
Tooke, efq. refpecting “* Her royal highoefs the princefs-of 
Wales,” commonly called Mrs, Fitzherbert.’ A large impref- 
fion of this pamphlet he fent for publication to Mr. Ridgway, 
bookfeller, York-ftreet, St. James’s Square; whom he charges 








. with having fuppreffed it, in confequence of an application from 


acertain quarter. The affair, we are told, is foon to come be- 
fore a court of juttice. 


— Alfred Unmafked 3 or, the New Cataline, 800. 1s. Faulder. 


This is intended as an Anfwer to the political parts of the 
preceding pampblet ; but either the author is not an antagonift 


of 
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of equal abilities, orthe caufe which he efpoufes is not equal to 


that of Alfred : for this production contains nothing more than 
trite obfervations on the late tedious conteft in parliamene, 


An Important Narrative of Fadts; in anfwer to the erroneous 
Statement, given by Dr. Withers in his Pamphlet of Alfred. vo. 
2s. Ridgway. — | 
How far this Narrative may be important to Mr. Ridgway, 

we know not; but to the public, it cannot be confidered as in 
any very great degree interetling. It comprifes the correfpon- 
dence between Dr. Withers. and Mr. Ridgway, on the fubjecd 
of the pamphlet which the latter is charged with having fup- 
prefied. 


Reflections on the Confequences of His Majefty’s Recovery from bis 
late Indifpofition, In a Letter to the People of England. 8ve, 
2s. 6d. Robinfons. | 


His Majefty’s late indifpofition had opened fome profpeéts, to 
the difappointment of which the expectants cannot eafily. be 
reconciled. The author now before us appears to be one of 
this clafs. He affeéts an almoft invincible {cepticifm with re- 
gard to the fa¢t of his. Majefty’s happy recovery. If the general 
rejoicings through the kingdom cannot remove his infidelity, we 
would, for conviction, recommend him to the lord of the bed- 
chamber in waiiing, to be mtroduced into the royal prefence. 
If this fhould not have the defired effe&t, we next recommend 
kim to the care of Dr. Willis. n 


The Letter to the moft Infolent Man Alive, anfwered. 80. 1s 
| Stockdale. 


- Petulance and malignity were the charatteriftics of the Let- 
ter to the moft Infolent Man alive, and they are likewife the 
predominant blemifhes of the p:efent pamphlet, which, indeed, 
is nothing more than a feries of iavedives from beginning to 
end. ‘The objeét of the author’s reprehenfion is not once named 
in the pamphlet ; but it is impoflible that any reader who is 
converiant in the hiftory of the times, can miftake the identity 
ofthe perfon. We fhail only obferve, that if the author’s fuf> 
picion be well founded, he has retaliated with a feverity which 
may claim fome degree of indulgence. In refpeét of argument, 
or rather the want of it, never two productions were more upon 
an equality than the Letter and the Anfwer. 


Seven Letters to the People of Great Britain, By aWhig. 8wvo. 
25. Stockdale. 


Thefe Letters have already appeared in the Public Adver- 
tifer, under the fignature of A Whig. ‘They were written dur- 
ing the late important debates in parliament, and contain ftric- 
tures on the public conduct of the leaders of Oppofition, whom 
the author defcribes hiftorically, as regenado whigs. 


Q3 Copy 




































































230. Mon THUY. CATALOGUE. | 
- 


Copy of a Declaresnion and. hepithes fubforibed lo, the Members of Ai 


minifiration. .$vov:,4se Debrett. 


peaner 


olitical {quib, ingenioufly compounded by fome ‘gealous 
friend of the minority’; but faglis too much of artifice to pro- 
duce the intended effect. 


Letters froma C ountry Gentleman to a Member of Parlidinent,, on 
- the Prefent, State of the Neri¢en The Fifth Edition, 8v0. 
25, 6d. Stockdale, . | 


-ln thefe1 two Letters, the-duthor, aseee a very curfory rettofpe& 
of public affairs.in England, during the feventeenth ‘century, 
proceeds to deliver his fentiments on the conduct and principles 
of oppofition ; examines the queftion of Right, lately advanced 
in parliamem; and urges the abfolute neceflity of an explicit 
and public difavowal on the part of his royal highnefs the prince 
of Wales; of ay marridge-ceremmony having taken place between 
him and a certain lady who is mentioned. Though the author 

pedaistoentertain avery ‘unfavourable opinion of Oppofition, 
he writes witibecoming coolnefs ; ; bat the Letters confift more 
of obfervations’ than..argumetits. "In the edition we ufe of the 
“pamphlet, 4 letter is added'to the duke of Portland, with whom 
the author’ expoitulates freely an fottie late’ tran factions. 


Tasportant F atts and Opin; ans relative to the King. 4to. 15 6d, 
Ridgway. 

This dbblet confifts of a collection from -the éxamination 
of the royal phyficiars, arranged wader proper heads. It ap- 
pears to be compiled with fic loli ty.3 but.the period at which the 
fubje& was interefting ‘to the public, is.now happily paft. 


The Fall ef Fadtion; or, Edujund’s Fifiots which foars to the 
Beauty ul aud Sublime; ;. and.;iu awhich the Myftery. of a certain 
Marriage is clearly eaplai ‘neds, 40s, 25. Ode... Walter: 


This pamphlet +is ojherwife entitled, ‘ Edmund’s Vifion,’ 
which, we are told, foars to the Fabienne and beautiful.. ‘Thete 
circumilances are fuffidiene etncpoimt out the perfonyalluded to, 
The. Vihon prefents, the -picture of.an affembly at C—I—on 
Houle, exulting in the proipestsof adpeedy changeofithe mini- 
firy ;,when Joy! there arrives intelligence of his» iniajetty” $ recos 
very, and the dreamer | becomes, frantic with defpair. The au- 
thor thinks it, “a choice morfel. for the patriots 5 3% and, for our 
part, we believe it will nov ficken them. ' : 


Lhe Speech of tbe Right Honouable W.W.. Grenville, Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, inthe Committee on the State of the Na- 
tion, January 10, 1789. Byo.  15.6d, Stockdale. 


In this:Speechy, which relates to. the plan of regency, lately 
agitated i i} parliament, Mr. Grenville delivers, :wiath great per- 
fpicuity ,, his opinion refpedcting the refolutions propofed‘i in the’ 
commitiee; explaining, at the fame time, the principles and) 
gatarcing the’ arguments, , on which his opinion was founded. 
It 
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It is fearcely neceflary to add, that Mr. Grenville was one of 
the majority on thofe important refolutions. 


Major Scotts Charge againft the Right Honourable, Edmund Burke, 
February 6, 1789. 8v0. 6d. Stockdale.’ 

This Charge is extracted from the preface to the third edition 
(juft publifhed) of major Scott’s §¢ Reply to Mr.. Sheridan’s 
Comparative View of the India Bills of Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt.’ 

‘ I pledge myfelf, fays’ Mr. Scott, as a gentleman‘and a,min 
of honour, to prove, if Mr. Burke will call upon me to do fo, 
that every fyllable which he uttered upon the fubje& of Deby 
Sing, as it refpefted Mr. Haftings, was unfounded, and that he 
knew it to be fo at the time he {poke in Weftminfter-hall. 

* I pledge myfelf alfo to prove, that the horrid act’ which he 
ftated, and which modefty will not permit me to repeat, never 
were committed at all, as appeared, after the felleit and moft 
ferious-inveftigation, which was made and recorded, during the 
government of fir John Macpherfon,’ 


This is the fubftance of the Charge. 


Bd AV abe Mod. Dut 


Slave-Trade. A Sermon, preached at Stonehoufe Chapel, on Sunday 
December 28, 1783. By Fohn Bidlake, A, Bs Ato. 15, 
Law. 7 
Mr. Bidlake’s text is that excellent and comprehenfive pre- 

cept of Chrift, ‘ Whatfoever ye would that men fhould do unto 
you, do ye even fo tothem.” His principal object, however, is a 
deféription of the flave-trade in all its branches; and he re- 
peats, with the true narrative, all the exaggerated defcriptions 
ot intereited deceivers, all the horrors which have excited the 
humane and benevolent, to join in the fame defign. We can 
praife him with more chearfulnefs, when, in the conclufion, he 
dwells on the injuftice, and perhaps, when he, expatiates on the 
impolicy, of the flave-trade. What he fays on thefe fubjectsis 
well founded; and, on the whole, if weexcept the language of 
an eager pirtizan, though of a partizan in a good caufe, we can 
commend this Sermon as an elegant and practical difcourfe. 


4a Effay onthe Traasfiguration of Chrift, Sve. .15...Rivingtons, 


In this concife and judicious Effay, the author endeavours to 
explain his opinion of the intent and meaning of the transfi- 
guration, as well as to remove {ome difficulties which may attend 
ite. He thinks it aft, a vifible and figurative reprefentation.of 
the future refurrection, ani Chriit’s coming in glory to judge the 
world: and to reward his faithful difeiples ; -2d.,as a fymbol. o 
the ceffaion of the Jewifh, and a commencement of the Chrif- 
tian difpenfation, | : 

The immediate purpofe of this reprefentauon, for which our 
Saviour had prepared his difciples, by the difcourfe recorded 
immediately before it, was to.correct the prejudice of the. Jews, 
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in favour of atemporal Meffiah ; and by this folemn fight, to 
givea dignity and-torceto the eftablifament of the Chriitian re- 
ligion. Our author remarks alfo, that the transfiguration is 
one of the additional proofs of the divine miffion of aur Saviour, 
and is worthy of our regard, fince it is one of the few iuttances 
of the mira¢ulous vifible interpofition of Gud, in fupport of 
the great defign of redeniption. 

A Sermon, preached in the Cathedral Church of Lincola, on Sun- 
day the 14th of September, 1788, before the Governors of the 
County Hofpital. By the Rev. Thomas Willis, LL.B.‘ gto. 
as. Nourfe. 

On a fubject fp trite and hackneyed as charity in fupport of 
_an hofpital, we can fcarcely expect novelry, except in the lan- 
guage; yet Mr. Willis enforces the ufual arguments with great 
peripicuity and elegance. : 


Man incapable of fpiritual Fervour and Difcernment without the 
illuminating Prefence of his Saviour: maintained and illuftrated, 
in @ Difcourfe, from that fiagular and beautiful Paffage, St. 
Luke xxiv. 32. Preached in the Year 1788. By a Youth. 
Printed by particular Defire, being eftecmed very feafonable and 
useful for thefe Times. st2mo. 4d. Parfons, : 

Thig youth poffeffes the warmth and eagernefs of his early 
age, with a little of its incorrectnefs, and fome of the informa- 
tion of a more mature period. In general, however, this Ser- 

®mon is calculated for the Tabernacle rather than the Efta- 
_blifhed Church. 


A Letter addreffed to the Rev. Fofeph Pricfiley, LL.D. F. R. S. 
By a Lover of the whole Fruth as it is in. Fcfus. 8v0% 6d. 
Trapp. 3 
The author, we fufpe& Mr. Nicholfon, ftom whom we re- 

ceived the Evangelical Sermons, expoftulates with Dr. Prieft- 

dey on the unreafonablenef: of his opinions, and on the little co- 
incidence ‘between them an+# the Scripture-doctrine. He is 
foundly and completely orthodox. 


POE TR Y. 


The Sick Laureat, or Parnaffus in Confufton: a Poem. In which 
the Merits and Defeéts of fame of our principal Modern Poets are 
examined and ajcerteined. 4to. 25. Keartley. 


When the Laureat is fick, or dead, fince the days of the duke 
of Buckingham, it has been common to introduce the different 
ts, as candidates for the laurel, to explain their various pre- 
tenfions, and to difmifs them with fome flight fatire, or more 
inted cenfure. In the rich repaft of wit and humour, the 
Probationary Odes, the defign was carried farther, and poetical 
merits were obliged to fubmit to political prejudices. Our pre- 
fent author brings us back to the firft plan; but he introduces 
the carl of Salifbury as the reprefentative of Apollo. His poetry 
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-is not.above mediocrity: he often ‘limps in fhocking meafure ;’ 
but his judgment, wih a few exceptions, is fufficiently cor- 
ret; and where his powers will permit, his imitations are good. 
We fhall felect-the few lines which introduce Mr, Pratt and his 

: pretenfions. 


‘ Derby difmifs’d, Pratt next advanc’d to fpeak ; 
Once Courtney Melmoth (’«was a childifh freak). 
With honey’d flattery, his long practis’d trade, 
His foft attack upon the peer he made: 

‘¢ ]lluftrious fon of an illuftrious fire, , 
Whom poet’s worfhip, and whom all admire ; 

In ev’ry feature of thy godlike face 

Shines Attic wit, true judgment, fenfe, and grace, 
Thy lovely wife, juft in her youthful prime, 

Calis in no art to hide the chinks of time ; 

No art fhe wants, in maiden tranfports wild ; 
She’s juft between the woman and the child.” 


Tears of Loyalty, or, Portrait of a Prince. A. Poem. Infcribed 
to the Prince of Wales. 4toe 15.6d. Bell. 


Grief for his majefty’s indifpofition, and joy that we are to 
have fo illuitrious afucceffor, alternately chequer this. perform- 
ance, His majefly’s recovery has, we doubt not, diffipated the 
author’s forrow, and afforded unmixed pleafure to the prince 
and peop‘e. 


A Poetical Epiftle to a Falling Minifter; alfo an Imitation of the 

Tavelfth Ode of Horace. By Peter Pindar, Efq.” 4to. 2% 
1 6d. Kearfley. 

Alas, poor Peter! Thougha poet and a prophet were once 
fynenymous, thou haft proved no conjuror: though thy keen 
iteel was wont to cur fo fmoothly, that the perfon wounded 
fcarcely felt the pain, thou haft now changed it for a romohawk. 
Furious indignation has furnifhed thee with a pen, and the 
biackeft gall with ink: we hope you are betrer after this 
profufe evacuation. Cheerly, good Peter, for it muft have 
been very ferviceable! and it is particularly fortunate that it 
came in good time, fince the late events would have rendered 
thee fo choleric ;—but we will not ftir the bile again, for it may 
efcape in another fupplicating Epiftle to the Reviewers. 

Our whole corps are again reconciled, for not a word is now 
offered in the poet’s favour: we can truly fay, that, in this 
whole Epiftle, there is not one line, one fentiment, which Peter’s 
beft friends would chufe to remember: there are. many which 
his worft enemies will never forget. We will not, from pity, 
perpetuate a fingle word by tranicribing it. 


The Antagonifts of Peter Pindar cut into Atoms, in a furious Epifile 
_ to Peter Pindar, £fy. By Tomb Plumb. 4to. 15. 6d. Kearfley. 


‘ One, from all Grub-ftreet, will my fame defend, - 
And more abufive calls himfelf my friend.’ 
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In good truth, this friendfhip might have been properly em- 
ployed m other ways; and Mr. Thomas Plumb might have 
wrapt up. perfumes and {pice (thus et odores) in his manufcript, 
without either Peter or the. world having reafon to utter the 
flighteftcomplaint. We have been a little offended with Peter ; 
but our indignation againft his defender almoft annihilates our 
difpleafure againft him. 

* A vile encomium doubly ridicules, 
There’s nothing blackens like the ink of fools.’ 


Adverfity; or, the Tears of Britannia. A Poem, by a Lady. With 
a beautiful emblematical Etching of a celebrated Poet on Horfe- 
back. 4to~ 25. Kirby, 


It is not eafy, from the utle, to fay what is the fubje& of 
thefe lines ; and.it is lefs eafy to explain it, after having read 
them. Wathington, André,,.lord North, lord Heathfield, Mr. 
Pitt, Peter Pindar, doctor Heberden, with a long &c. are in- 
troduced in hobbling verfe, as the fubje& of praife or blame. 
‘Mr. Pitt and Peter Pindar are indeed: both praifed and blamed 
fo much,’ that whichever fide of Fortune’s wheel fhall at laft 
ecome uppetmoft, our fair authorefs may pretend that fhe was 
sight. She dreads indeed the lafh of Peter, but, in the true 
fthool-boy fiyle, fays, 


¢ The fmart once o’er, methinks I fhould not grieve.’ 


In fhort, as we cannot comprehend the author’s defign, or 

praife the execution, for-fome of the lines are mutilated, and 
others are equally injured by redundant limbs, we fhall tran- 
Scxibe a fhort*quotation : 


_ © Virtue, bright nymph, too feldom feen, 
Save always with our gracious queen. 
Would her example influenc’d more! — 
Then thefe our days, like thofe of yore, 
Would more with wedded blifs abound, 
And parting pairs be feldom found :— 
Here Hymen fheds his brightett rays, . 

And equal gilds increafing days ; 

When often blam’d by wedded ftrife, 

Where wife plagues hufband—huiband wife,— 
You, friends, fays Hymen, gad about, 
Negleét the flame until ’tis out, 

Then blame poor me, alas! too late.— 

I fometimes.fan, but not create.’ 


In fhort, metre, fenfe, grammar, and confiftency are facrifi- 
¢ed in every page: fome of the lines too are fuch, that for-third 
credit of the ladies, we hope Eliza, the name at the end of the 
dedication, is an error cither of the prefs or the pen. 


| Elegy 
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Elegy written on the Author's revifiting the Place of bis former 
ee | ¥ Refidences xt0... 15. Law. | i 
‘Few minds are fo callous:as not to be affected by fome fadly- 


pleafing fenfations, a foothing kind of melancholy, on review= _ 


ing,’ after a'long abience, the abode of their infancy, or fcenes 
in which a coffiderable ‘part of their lives had been 'fpent in tran- 
quillity and content. - Our author has endeavoured to defcribe 
thefe feelings; whether from experience or obfervation we know 
not,’ but in general he has been extremely fuccefsful.. 


Ode refpectfully addreffed to Lord Belgrave, ou his coming to Age, 
March 22, 1788. Auda Congratulatory Song, on the Celebra- 


tion of it, September 18, 178%. The Second Edition. To which 
is now added, a Defcription of Eaton, the Seat of Earl Grof- 


wenor. Arid a concife Account of the Feftive Day. -By 


J. Minfbull.. 4to. 15. Robinfons. 


This Ode and Congratulatory Song may, confidered as the 


effufions of efleem or gratitude, be not unpleafing to the noble 
lord to whom they are dedicated. The critical examiner will 
not be fo eafily fatisfied; and will probably fufpeé that * the 
twenty-one years old Cétobér’ (we follow Mr. Minfhull in his Itas 
lics) which according to ancient cuftom was produced on the oc- 
cafion, contributed more towards the in{j 


piration of his Mufe 
than the fountain of Helicon. . 


Mifcelianeous Pieces, original and collefed by a Clergymau. A2md. 
25, od. fewed. Nicol. | 
Thefe compofitions are writen in tolerable verfification, but 
difcover nothing ef the enthufiafm of poetry. 


A Brief and Poetical Declaration from a Recovering Miniffer to 
his Friends. By the right hon. William Pitt. 410, 15, 6ds. 
Ridgway. : 

An attempt to burlefque fome miniftertal characters: not 
abounding in humour, and yet not tirefome by prolixity, 


MEDIC A L 


An Attempt to afcertain the Caufes of the K—g’s prefent Muefs 3 
with a new Method of treating it, applicable to all who fuffer in 
like Manner: moft humbly recommended, by a dutiful Subject, 
Written in November 1788. - 4t0. 15.  Robfon. 

This Attempt is, in part, a commentary on Dr, Willis’s evie 
dence before the Privy Council, and éontains the hackneyed 
routine of too mich exercife, too great abftinerice, and tag 
little fleep. Our author, who hints that he is no phyfician, 
fufficiently fliows it in his method of cure, We fhall tranfcribe 
one fhort paragraph: 

‘If the pulfe be very quick, and the beat of the fein and 
drought be very opprefive, the bark in powder would be very /alus 
tary. The time and manner of taking it,—-thrice, (beginning 
early in the morning) before dinner, but not after it, a tea-{poone 
ful at a time, “and in any liquid preferably t6 port wine: pep- 
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perimint, or cinnamon-water, are proper to mix it with. If 
the nixeeye be offended, or the fyucamifh ftomach inclined to 
yeje&t bark ia powder, the bef. fubftitute would be Huxham’s 
Tintureof it carefully prepared after his own receipt. If laudanum 
he giyen toencourage flcep, the greateft care fhould be taken to 
prevent the effects of it fuddenly going off, by giving a difh of 
rong coffee, or a imall bafon of clear beef or mutton-tea with 
fpice tn it, directly after waking. Nothing is fo difficult to ad- 
minifter properly as this medicine ; nor is there any one thing 
that may fruftrate the cure fo completely, as the wrong method 
of appi\ing it. Given how it will, it never fails to difurder any 
‘bead for a time after waking.’ 


We ae now happily relieved (Feb. 18th.) from projects and 
projectors. by the declaration of his Majetty being in a ftate of 
cOnvalefcence. We hope that no return of his malady will 
draw forth the at:cmpts of loyal volunteers in medicine, or again 
se Made phyficians into politicjans, who will fee only what they 
wily 


An Effay on the Fracture of the Patella sr Kucepan. With Ob- 
Servations on the Fraéture of the Olvcranon. By Johu Sheldon, 
FF. B.S. Byo. 25. 6d. Johnfon. 


We are forry to be obliged to remind authors, that they fay 
only what has been faid before, and to convict them without 
fufpicion of plagiarifm, of inattention to the progrefs of their 
profeflion. Mr. Sheldon, in avery prolix anatomical difeut- 
fion, explains the. origin, infertion, and ulcs of the ditlerent 
mufeles connected with the patella, and fhews, that to relax 
them completely the thigh mutt be kept in a bended thate, at 
nearly half a right angle, with a little bencing of the knee. 
All this, without the defcription of the mut les, M. Sabatier 
had faid in the French Memoirs for the year 1783, page 760, 
and we had fhortly pointed out in our LXVth volume, page 
311. The two authors differ only in fome very minute articles : 
M. Sabatier, with the neceflary precaution of reft, thinks evea 
bandages ufelefs; Mr. Sheldon depends little on them, except 
in accidental motions at night. The former fpeaks of the bend- 
ing of the knee as very flight ; the latter is lefs explicit on this 
fubje&. We have tried the experiment, and find thit the 
bending thould be very inconfiderable if the movion of the pa- 
tella remains free, or, in other words, if there is no action of 
the mufcles conneted with it; though it may be broughr into that 
ftate of flection which ts confifiert with the moft perfect eafe. 
We “ave no reafon to fay that Mr. Sheldon knew of M, 
Sabaticr’s Memoir ;_ but a profeffor of anatomy is cu'pably 
carelefs, if any publication which is conneéted with his piofel- 
fion efcapes his notice. 

Fractures in the olecranon are treated in a fimilar way ; and 
the mufcles are kept in a relaxed flatc by extending the a" A 
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little plain common fenfe and an attention to the feelings, are, 
fufficient to have taught this doStrine. | 
While we cannot confider the greater part of this pamphlet 
as new, we moft add that our author’s opinions are not detailed 
very advantageoufly. The anatomical part, as we have already 
hinted, is prolix, and it is alfo confufed, if not inaccurate. “A 
erfon not much verfed in thefe diicuffions would follow Mr. 
Sheldon with great difficulty, if he could follow him at all, 
We have given our opinions with more freedom, becaufe they 
can, on the one hand, do the author no great injury ; and, on 
the other, may lead him to reflect, that men of great talents and 
extenfive knowledge fhould be particularly cautious of rifking 
their reputation by hafty and injudicious publications, 


N..0, V.. Bock 
‘The Man of Failing, a Tale. Two Vols. .12mo. 55. Lane. 


This Man of Failing, who, by the way is fuppofed to bea 
natural fon of Sterne, commits many faults againft his better 
judgment, and is, notwithftanding his errors, happy at lafte 
His temporary fufferings are his only punifhment. The au- 
thor’s manner is a little uncommon, in this age, and re&mbles 
that of the unfuccefsful imitators of Fielding. In other re- 
{pects this work deferves neither praife nor blame. It is tooin- 
fignificant to draw on it the vengeance of criticifin for its faults, 
and too trifling to demand praife when no faults can be dif- 
covered. 


Tie Child of Woe. By Mrs. Elizabeth Norman. Three Volumes, 
; \2mo. 75.6d. Symonds. 


Though Mrs. Norman makes one of the correfpondents fay 
to Eliza, the Child of Woe, that fhe tells her ftory elegantly and 
pathetically, we cannot join in the commendation. The lin- 
guage is turgid, and in fome paflages it is profe almoft run mad. 
The contrivance is not greatly fuperior, and the chara¢ters are 
trifling and familiar. _ It is, on the whole, an infignificant and 
infipid work. 


The Hiffory of Sir Charles Bentinck and Louifa Cavendifh. By the 
Author of Laura and Auguftus. Three Volumes. .2mo. 75» 
6d. Hookham. 
_ We can perceive nothing in this hiftory but a feries of im- 
probabilities, which conttantly difguit, and of thofe trite hack- 
neyed adventures which have been often related, and which 
have often lulled us to reft. We perceive, however, a little 
tendency of that {pirit which we reprobated in Agnes de Courci, 
and which we fliall continue to reprobate wherever we meet with 
it: we mean that fafcinating deicr.ption of the calm, quiet, re- 
treat of a cloyfter, a defcription which exilts only in the vilionary 
mind of a novel-writer, or the perverted imagination of. bigot. 
We fhould not have expreffed ourfelves fo warmly, if we had 
not {een how eafily the young mind is warped by deferiptions 
9 £1 iy 
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of this kind, and how foon the beft impreffions are effaced by 
thefe feducing glofies. Let the novellift of every kind bewaie 
how ‘he offend in this way again. : i 
Juliet sor, the Cottager. In.a Series. of Letters. By a Lady. Two 
RP orcs Kolumess t2mo.. 55. Lane. bara 
The adventures are trite, er trifling, and infipid: 
the language is often inaccurate ; and, from the whole,:we cans 
not extract a'word, a character, or a fentiment that we can com. 
mend. There is much faultlefs dulnefs, and the morality «is 
fufficiently pure ; but ‘ no farther this deponent fayeth,’ 


MISCELLANE OU §;. 


Obfervations on the three, laft Volumes of the Roman Hiftory, by 
Edward Gibbon; Efge 8vd. 15. 6d. Stockdale. ; 


After having enlarged on the merits and defects of Mr. Gib- 
bor, we ‘need not follow our author very clofely. “His obfefva- 
tions are frequently juft; but, on fome occafions, he feems’ to 
have been too eager to find fault; fome faults he has’ at leatt 
exaggerated, and made that reprehenfible which may more juft- 
ly be confidered as veniul. On the whole, however, his regard 
for morality and religion, as well as his good fenfe, in general} 
render his criticifms truly refpectable.. 


A Letter addrefed to Dr. Priefley, Mefrs. Cavendifh, Lavoifier, 
and Kirwan; endeavouring to prove, that their newly adopted 
Opinions of Inflammable and Dephlogifticated Airs, forming 
Water; and the Acids being compounded of the different Kinds of 
Air, are fallacious. By Robert Harrington, M.D. 8v06 

. 25. 6d. Faulder. | 
To oppofe the opinion of the compofition of water is, natv' to 

fight with a phantom; but, if Dr. Prieftley had not already de; 
ftroyed the exiflence of the theory, our author could not: have 
effected ir. He is vague in his ideas, and incorrect in/his che 
mical judgment. If we were, however, inclined to follow his 
reveries, and oppofe them, we muft have refumed former works, 
which we did not think worth examining, for copious extracts 
are tranfcribed, and numerous references to them occur.. The 
compofition of acids is a fubject on which the French chemitts 
are more clear, and their opinions better founded ; but even this 
we would at prefent avoid, with fo hafty and inaccurate a guide, 
while late experiments feem to. fuggeft views, in fome refpects 
different, though by no means oppofite ones. 


A Sketch of the Life and Charatter: of the late Drs:Monfey, Phy» 
fician to the Royal-Hofpital at -Cbelfea; with Anecdotes of) Per» 
fous. of the firft Rank in Church and States Bvov 25. 6d, 
Printed for the’ Author. tc | 69) 
‘This carelefs Sketch, this charaéteriftic outline, of a whimfi« 

calexcentric, but’ benevolent and refpectable phyfician, dif- 
ys the'matter’s hand, and wilk afford much entertainments 
e have read it with great pleafure ; and, if our author ow 
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allow us to except alittléoccafional indelicacy, or at leaft an 


proach to its confines, wé can recommend tt with confidence. 
We intended to have extracted an anecdore to illuftrare ai 
Monfey’s morofe feverity, or his ill-natured farcafms, ‘and 4 
haps others, which would have difplayed his kindnefs, “his es 
nerofity, or his excentricity. But, when we again turned over 
the ensign for a more careful feleétion, we-could-not-refit pre- 
ferring the very expreflive and come rehenfive resfoning of the 
biographer, which indeed relates to his fubject, but which does 
more honour to himfelf.. This extract fhall conclude our ar-. 
ticle. 


¢ As a biographer, without a view to improvement, performs 
a nugatory tafk, and his readers at beft have but unprofitable” 
amuiement, the life of Monfey may perhaps afford a not un- 
ufeful leffon to young and enterprifing men of genius and learn- 
ing. 

: * He had been educated in a profeffion which, even’ in the 
country, might have rendered bim, if not.a brilliant, an ufeful 
and re{pectable member of fociety, 

¢ Roufed by the enticing: voices of ambition, luxury, and eafe, 
he deferted the pott in which Providence had placed him: he 
rufhed on the wings of hope to the metropolis. 

‘ Endowed with ftrong difcernment, poffeffed of no,ordinary 
fhare of knowledge both “of books and men, he took a fatirical 
turn, and a:tempied to correct fhapby enotmity, to reform the 
abandoned, the impertinent, and the vain. 

‘ After-a paufe, let us afk the following queftions :—Didjhe 
in general effect his purpofe ?>——-Does it appear that his change 
of fituation advanced him on the road of happisels ?— Did his 
rare talents elevate him to any great or lucrative employment ? 
—Did his learning and powers in converfation make him,more 
feared or loyed?—Jn, a word, did they contribute to fnroorly 
his paflage through life >—~After confidering thefe queftions, the: 
humble man may . perhaps look up with:thankfulnefs to Provi- 
dence for blefing him with content, and the ignorant and un- 
learned ceafe to complain of not being initiated in thofe danger- 
eus arts which fo often tend to diminith the happinefs of our 
neighbours as as well as ourfelves.” | 


a 








"CORRESPONDENCE. 
WE are forry to be obliged to inform the gentleman who 
begs our advice in private, that, if we were to comply with, his 
requett; it would fubject us to numero «s inconveniencies, fince 
others, on the fame foundation, might expect fimilar indulgence, 
which neither our.avocations nor our fituation would permit us 
to grant. We fhall keep the objet of his petition in ourview, 
and femay find mee ea! affiftance in. ourducceediog Numbers. 





WE fi Sacersty lament the fituation of the lady. who requefts. 
our indulgence refpecting her promifed work; but no privare 
con- 
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confiderations'can interfere with our public conduét.. If her 


circumftances occur in the moment, and blunt the edge of cri- 
ticifm, we muit fay fo ;. but it would be doubly cruel to com- 
mend where we ought to blame. We hope that there will be 
no occafion for even this referve; and that we fhal! be able to 


praife confcientioufly as critics, and chearfully as men. 





Fe a enn em ———SS es 
B’R RR AV?) 'R: 


The inclemency of the weather making our communication with the au- 
thors of fome of the articles in our laft Number d:fficult, we are obliged to 
mention, and to offer this apology for, the moft important Er: ata. 

Page 51, line 10,from the bottom, for {pheres and attraction, read {pheres of 
attraction.—P. 59, |. 13, inflead rather tu hinder, readrather not to hinder. 
P. 66, J. 7, for erategus, read crategus.—lIbid. |. 13, for coloneafter, read 
cotoneafter.—P. 67,1. 23, for kinder, read rinder.—P. 68, |. 14, for konge, 
read kongl.—P. 69, |. 1. for aerel, read acrel.—Ibid 1. 34, for omitted, for 
claffical readers, read omitted. Our claflical readers.—P. 70, |. 14, for or 

8, read ornas. 

We muft alfo mention one or two errors, which arofe from accident in 
our lait number. The note on the horfeleach, from Dr. Hodgfon’s tranf- 
lation of the Proverbs of Solomon, was omitted by the compofitor: we 
fhall now fubjoin it. 

¢ The horfeleach hath two daughters, crying, give, give. There are 
three things that are never fatisfied, yea, four things fay nut, it is enough. 

¢ Whether the horfeleach have two, three, or twenty danghters, feemeth 
not to be of the leaft importance to the paflage; nur do I think thar So- 
lomon has mentioned any number. The word 1 tranflaced “ two,” 
means, Tapprehend, iterant; iterant vocem, integrant clamorem, “ are 
ever crying.” I confider it as the feminine plural, participle Benoni, frum 

iterare: ftruck him not again, doubled not his ftroke. 2 Sam. xx. 

10. repeateth, Prov. xvii. 9. they fpake again. Job xxix. 22. and they did it 
the fecond time, 1 Kings vil!. 34. 

‘ Now the regular plural of the participle Benoni is [93% matculine, 


TVSW feminine, So, 13 duo, thould reguiarly make the feminine 
TVW, but inftead thereof, it makes PY, as appears in the following 
paflages. Gen. iv. 1g. xix. 8. Exod. xii. 7. xxvii. 7. Lev. jij, 4. iv. 9. 
If in the above places, and many more that might he pointed out, 9 
be the feminine of °$W duo; for what reafon hall not 9 9p in thie 
paflage, be the feminine of E93? repetentes? 
‘ The gradation of the irregularity is this. 
Dny tomes mow : Dnw 
¢ See P\Y and [5! mafculine and feminine terminations in the fame word. 
Prov. xvi. 3- in PRAY TMD- 
© We mutt be indebted to the Arabic for the meaning of mprdy, which 
word no wheréelfe occurs in the Bible. 
gh dependict, adhzefit. 
KRke hirudo, fanguifuga. Gol. A horfe-leach. Richardfon. : 
“lhe particle of fimilitude 5), is here omitted, as in a-great aumber of 
ether places. Prov. xxvii 17. xxvii. 30. XV.40. — . 
* "As the progeny of the horfeleach cry ever give, give; 
So are there three things which never are fatisth ; 
Yea feur, which never fay, enough.” ‘ 
Page 131, line 10:frem tie bottom, read the name of tungfien is now, we 
believe, generally ufed.—P. 132, 1. 25, for it will, read the fornier will. 
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